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“GENTLENESS” 

 

 The fourth of the five “characteristics” of Christian living that Paul challenged the Christians in 

his letter to the Colossians to aspire to is “Gentleness.”  I like to think of these characteristics as 

“Love in Action.”  Some of the older English translations use the word “meekness.”  Whenever 

I see meekness used to describe Christian living I’m reminded of the old western movies I used 

to see almost every Friday night at the local theater when I was young.  The preacher seemed, 

too often, to be portrayed as a weak-kneed cowering type of person.  You look up the definition 

of “meek” and you see descriptive words like submissive, complacent, docile, spineless.  That 

doesn’t fit what Paul is talking about at all.  As you get down to the latter descriptions of the 

word “meek” you find what Paul is talking about: mild, gentle, tolerant, tenderhearted.  

 

 Gentleness is a dynamic characteristic of Christians.  It builds on compassion, kindness, and 

humility that we looked at the past three months.  It builds upon those characteristics.  

Gentleness doesn’t insist upon its own way.  It is being a calmer, a peacemaker, thoughtful and 

considerate of the feelings of others.  The gentle Christian pushes people up, not down.  It leads 

us to be non-combative.  At the same time it is aggressively living the Christian life, striving to 

do what Jesus would do.  BUT, remember we do this living in and with the Spirit of Jesus and 

not self-importance, haughtiness, or self-righteousness.  The church moves forward when we 

are gentle with one another and accept one another as we are.  That’s how the Lord accepts us. 

 

 
 

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH 

 

Lord, help me to be gentle and a giver of unconditional love. 

 

God bless!  Fred 
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Our church face book page 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 

 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals  

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the drop-

down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, then 

choose the month of the newsletter you would like to 

read. The most recent newsletter will be at the top. 

Deadlines 

 Information for the Bulletin, Announcements or 

the Connection which is not submitted to the 

secretary by the deadlines will not be her 

responsibility. Contact her if you have any 

question regarding when her deadlines are for 

each. Holidays, funerals or other upcoming events 

could reflect a change in the deadlines.  

                      Ken Hobart - Elder & Session Member 

 

To the people of the Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals: 

We would like to thank you all for your prayers and cards. 

We are so happy to say that Robert is now cancer free.  

Your cards and prayers helped so much. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy & Robert Brown, Lakeview 

Finances 

 

Short falls (Income) are paid from Expenses (funds), withdrawn from the Churches Investment Funds. The 

“Investment Fund” balances are reported quarterly and are posted on the office bulletin board. Monthly reports of 

Income and Expenses will now be shown in the monthly Connection. Session took this under advisement on 

November 19, 2013 and this was unanimously approved by all Session members present.  

We will stop putting the balances on the weekly bulletin.                                        Ken Hobart - Finance Moderator 

 

November 2013 Income -     $3,820.00 

November 2013 Expenses - $3,959.54 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

For clarification purposes, if the Secretary is out 

due to illness or the office is closed for any reason, 

and there are any concerns regarding the office or 

the secretarial duties, please contact Vicky Bair.                

                                     Vicky Bair– Clerk of Session 

 

Thanks to everyone that sent me the outstanding 

cards, messages & phone calls during the recent 

times I was in the hospital or at home recuperating 

due to surgery. What a blessed event they were 

and as always really lifted my spirits. 

                                               May God Bless you all! 

                                               Bill Kerr 
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WORSHIP IN JANUARY 
 

 

JANUARY 5th 
2nd Sunday After Christmas Day 

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 & John 1: 1-18 

COMMUNION 

 

 

JANAURY 12th 

Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; 

Acts 10:34-43 & Matthew 3:13-17 

POTLUCK 

 

 

 

JANUARY 19th 

2nd Sunday After Epiphany 

Isaiah 49: 1-7; Psalm 40:1-11 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 & John 1:29-42 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

JANUARY 26th 

3rd Sunday After Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 & Matthew 4:12-23 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  
 

January  5 - Ken Hobart & Amy Johnson                              Ed & Peni Lloyd 

January 12 - Betty Aaron & Irene Bere 

January 19 - Irene Bere & Sandy Erickson 

January 26 - Frieda & Rich Danderson 
 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2013 

January  5 - First, Clarksville                                     Park Hill, North Little Rock 

January 12 - Mt. Vernon, Pea Ridge                             First, Huntsville 

January 19 - First, Benton                                        Active Ruling Elders 

January 26 - Active Deacons                                      Faith, Horseshoe Bend 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS                               
January                                                      February 
January  2 - Dot Pitts                                                      February 21 - Bonnie Monroe 
January  9 - Mary Kerr                                                    February 27 - Bob Richardson Sr. 
January 19 - Bob Hobbs 
January 19 - Rich Danderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANNIVERSARIES   

 

 January 10 - Frieda & Rich Danderson                              February 29 - Paul & Pat Graham                     

January 28 - Ray & Pat Erlewine 
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  LIBRARY LINES JANUARY 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

A non-fiction book has been donated to the library: GRACE by Max Lucado. It can be found on the 
new book shelf. Thank you to all who donate to our library. The featured book is GRACE: 

“Grace. 

We talk as though we understand the term. The bank gives us a grace 
period. The seedy politician falls from grace. Musicians speak of a grace 
note. We describe an actress as gracious, a dancer as graceful. We use 
the word for hospitals, baby girls, kings, and pre-meal prayers. We talk 
as though we know what grace means. 

But do we really understand it? Have we settled for wimpy grace? It 
politely occupies a phrase in a hymn, fits nicely on a church sign. Never 
causes trouble or demands a response. When asked, “Do you believe in 
grace?” Who could say no? 

Max Lucado asks a deeper question: Have you been changed by grace? 
Shaped by grace? Strengthened by grace? Emboldened by grace? 
Softened by grace? Snatched by the nape of your neck and shaken to 
your senses by grace? 

God’s grace has a drenching about it; A wildness about it; A white-water, 
riptide, turn-you-upside-downness about it. Grace comes after you. It 
rewires you. From insecure to God-secure. From regret riddled to better-
because-of-it. From afraid to die, to ready to fly. 

Grace is the voice that calls us to change and then gives us the power to 
pull it off. 

Let’s make certain grace gets you.” 

                                                        A Happy and Healthy New Year to all! 

                Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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MISSION MINUTE      

 JANUARY-2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday January 18
th

 begins the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. For over 100 years, Catholics, Orthodox, and Protestants 
have been invited to join in prayer and study together for the 
unity of the church. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is a 
reminder that our propensity for division in the Christian family 
is not consistent with Christ’s prayer for unity of believers. This 
year’s theme is a question drawn from Paul’s first letter to the 
church at Corinth: “Has Christ been divided?” (1:13). Clearly, it 
is a rhetorical question, with the obvious answer being no. But 
our tendency toward separation and division within the body of 

Christ suggests the opposite. 

The World Council of Churches held its 10
th

 Assembly last 
November in South Korea. Christians from every tradition, 
nation, language, and life situation gathered for common prayer, 
workshops, ecumenical conversations, and plenary sessions--

giving witness to the unity we share in Jesus Christ. 

In a world faced with all that divides and destroys the human 
family and creation, we turned to the God of life and asked to be 
led to that which makes for justice and peace in our world. We 
sought to be faithful witnesses to the gospel in ways that invite 
others to encounter the living Christ. We humbly dared to reach 
out to sisters and brothers of other religious traditions about 

ways we might work together for the sake of the world we share. 

 - Robina Marie Winbush, associate stated clerk for Ecumenical 
Relations, Office of the General Assembly 

                                               Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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    PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

 

 

Holiday Greetings to one and all and for a very blessed New Year that is about to come 

upon us very soon. The new year of 2014 looks to be a year of many wonders! 

We know that our Father is watching over all of us, and he will be there when we need 

to talk to him and share our many concerns. 

On Dec. 2nd, at 9:30 a.m., we had our last meeting for the year of 2013 at the Village 
Wheel. After our business meeting and breakfast, we all enjoyed a fun game of 
“Bingo”. Instead of using numbers, we used words from the bible. We all had lots of 
fun and six door prizes were given to some lucky ladies. “Thank you “Vicky” for getting 

the kits and the door prizes together for the Bingo game”. 

At the close of the meeting, a toast of eggnog and a blessing for a new year was given 

by our Moderator, Mary Kerr. 

As we close, all the ladies from P.W. wish to say “thank you” to every church member 
whose support this year was more than we can ever express. Again, we say “Thank 

you”, and we sure do love you all. 

May you all have a very blessed and safe holiday. 

                                                                                                     God Bless! 

                                                            Mary Kerr - Moderator, and all our P.W. Ladies 

P.W. Missions 

We have received 

 our final reports in for 2013. In addition to what was reported in the Dec. Connection, 

we have an extra $100.00 in gifts for the “Food Pantry Giveaway”. That makes a total 

of $600.00 for this project.  

Personal items collected at our P.W. Meetings (8 meetings in 2013) weighed in at 330 

lbs. Making our total for 2013 from all our giving members, 1,204 lbs., valued at 

$1,723.50 for a grand total of donations, $4,948.50. 

From all of us at P.W., we give many “Thanks and God’s Blessings” to all. 
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“TILL WE SPEAK AGAIN” 
 

 Question:  What is a ‘New Year’s Resolution’, and are they a waste of time? 
 

Answer:  A New Year’s Resolution is a promise to oneself to make a change in 

ones life for the better. Most of the time when they are made, they are sincere, 

but are forgotten or are too much trouble in the first month to follow through 

with…. So I guess they are a waste of time!! 

Most resolutions are behavior modifications which are hard to make on your 

own. The most common are; weight loss, stop smoking, stop drinking, curb 

spending, watch less tv and get more exercise. 

These require a lot more effort than the person realizes during the thought 

process. I know, I’ve tried most of them and fallen short. If I’d placed my faith 

and trust in God and asked him to help me each and every day and took it one 

day at a time, it might have paid off, but as you know, I always know best. (ha 

ha). 

This year my resolutions are a bit more basic. I’m going to be a better Christian 

by always thinking, “What would Jesus do”?  Pray daily, frequently and for others 

rather than only for myself. Give more to my church, time as well as money. 

There are always things that need to be done and usually age doesn’t matter. Last 

but not least, be a better friend to all, be willing to listen, be there to help when                             

asked and cry together when the need arises.  

Maybe next year after working on these for a full year, I can tackle the tough 

things like weight loss, spending less and bad behavior modifications. Hopefully 

with God’s help, it will be easier. I do hope this has answered                              

your question. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Luv, Millie aka-Meg 

 

Thought for the day:  Be thankful for who and what you are. 

You are a child of God, and he loves you just as you are! 
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JANUARY PUZZLE 
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RECIPES 

    WHITE BEAN AND CHICKEN CHILI 

 

  

     

Directions 

   
 In a large heavy-bottomed saucepan or Dutch oven, heat the oil over medium-high heat. Add the onion and 
cook until translucent, about 5 minutes. Add the garlic and cook for 30 seconds. Add the ground chicken, 1 
teaspoon salt, cumin, fennel seeds, oregano, and chili powder. Cook, stirring frequently, until the chicken is 
cooked through, about 8 minutes. Stir the flour into the chicken mixture. Add the beans, Swiss chard, corn, 
and chicken stock. Bring the mixture to a simmer, scraping up the brown bits that cling to the bottom of the 
pan with a wooden spoon. Simmer for 55-60 minutes until the liquid has reduced by about half and the chili 
has thickened. Add the red pepper flakes and simmer for another 10 minutes. Season with salt and pepper, 
to taste.  

Ladle the chili into serving bowls. Sprinkle with the Parmesan cheese and chopped parsley.  

 Ingredients 

 2 tablespoons olive oil 

 1 large onion, chopped 
4 garlic cloves, minced 

 2 pounds ground chicken 

 1 teaspoon salt, plus more for seasoning 

 2 tablespoons ground cumin 

 1 tablespoon fennel seeds 

 1 tablespoon dried oregano 
2 teaspoons chili powder 

 3 tablespoons flour 

 2 (15-ounce cans) cannellini or other white beans, rinsed and drained 
1 bunch (about 1 pound) Swiss chard, stems removed, leaves chopped into 1-inch pieces 

 11/2 cups frozen corn, thawed 

 4 cups low-sodium chicken stock 
1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 

 Freshly ground black pepper for seasoning 

 1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
1/4 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley 

Total Time:                   1 hr. 23 min 

Prep;                                      8 min 

Cook                              1 hr. 15 min 

Yield                           4 to 6 servings 

http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/dutch-oven/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/fennel-seed/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/stock/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/parmigiano-reggiano/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/garlic/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/chili-powder/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/swiss-chard/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/red-pepper-flakes/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/parsley/index.html
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THIS WE BELIEVE for JANUARY 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. “ 

“Colossians 3:15” 

 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart, Secretary: Christi Partee 

Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                       Class of 2014                     Class of 2015                                                             Class of 2016 

                                           Dot Pitts                          Pam Hobart                     Sandy Erickson            

                                       Amy Johnson                      Dick Sass                        Pat Erlewine 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2014                       Class of 2015                 Class of 2016 

                                       Meg Simons                         Ken Hobart                     Vicky Bair                           

                                       Peni Lloyd                           Steve Broskovak               Jini Sass 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR.  72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


