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From the Pen of Reverend Terry          
 

“You can‟t decorate clutter, you can only get rid of it.” I came across this quote on the FLYLady website. Briefly this 

website is a free international site devoted to helping the hopelessly disorganized find hope and organization. The 

authors and contributors are Christian and often refer to those „aha‟ moments as God breezes. 

One of the FlyLady‟s core principles is that our homes and our lives are full of clutter. We are surrounded by things we 

don‟t really want, don‟t really need, and don‟t even like. Her website includes e-mails from people all over the world who 

are pleasantly surprised to find that getting rid of the physical clutter in their homes has a spiritual component. They 

experience a new sense of emotional freedom. 

This is nothing new for Christians. For centuries, we have followed this principle in relation to our spiritual lives. In the 

40 days before Easter, we observe the season of Lent. On Ash Wednesday we confess our sin and our need for God‟s 

help. Throughout the season of Lent, we focus is on getting rid of spiritual clutter. To do this we make changes in our 

habit that is our physical life. This looks different for every individual. It may mean no longer eating chocolate or 

watching television. We know that changes in how we spend our money, time and affection impact our relationship with 

God and with others. 

Giving something up is only the beginning. In Luke 11:24-26, Jesus says, “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a 

person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting place, but not finding any it says, „I will return to my 

house from which I came.‟ When it comes, it finds it swept and in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits 

more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

That‟s why it‟s important to prayerfully consider what we can clear away AND what we replace it with. For example, 

suppose you commit to give up sweets. What will you do with the money you save by not eating sweets? What about the 

time you would normally spend baking, eating or purchasing sweets? What about the desire you have for something 

sweet? Observing Lent means taking the money, time and affection you have been spending on the object or habit you 

give up and dedicating these resources to God. 

We can‟t expect to have a peaceful and pleasant home until we get rid of clutter. By the same token, we can‟t expect to 

fully realize the life Jesus has for us as long as we hold onto any habit or thing that takes our attention away from him. 

As Lent approaches, I encourage you to prayerfully consider your life.  What do your bank account and calendar say 

about your relationship with God? What do you need to fling in order to have more room for God? What should you fill 

that new openness with? As you seek and commit to follow God‟s will, remember these words from the Apostle Paul:  “I 

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” If you do these things you will truly experience a meaningful 

Lent. 

       Many blessings,            Terry  
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Session Notes: January 24, 2012 Meeting 

 

 

Present:  Rev. Hart, Vicky Bair, Ken Hobart, Norm Hockley, Arabella Richardson, Meg Simons 

Guest:  Allen Althof 

Excused Absence:  Jini Sass 
 

Opened with prayer.  Rev. Hart led discussion on the session’s roles and responsibilities from the New 

Book of Order.  She tied these to the three notes of the Reformed Church:  proclaim and hear the Word of 

God; administer and receive the Sacraments; and nurture a covenant community of disciples of Christ.  

Approved Minutes:  Called Congregation Meetings 11/13, 12/4; Stated Session Meetings 11/8, 12/9; 

Called Session Meeting 12/11 

 

Following changes made to Calendar 

Wholeness and Healing Service, Feb. 19 without Communion 

Congregation/Corporation Meeting with Potluck on March 11 

 

Areas of Responsibility for Session Members 

Vicky Bair Stated Clerk, 2012/Membership 

 Arabella Richardson – Fellowship/Memorial Hall 

 Norm Hockley – Evangelism/Christian Ed 

 Meg Simons – Worship 

 Ken Hobart – Treasurer/Property 

 

Due to scheduling of Jean Lyon’s Memorial Service will not send a commissioner to the February 

Presbytery Meeting.  Rev. Hart plans to attend the first day of the meeting. 

 

Meeting closed with prayer. 

Stated Session Meeting set for February 28, 2012 at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

HELP WANTED 

Everyone interested in Christian Education.  Pastor Terry and Norm need 2 to 3 more people to work with 

us as we strive to provide timely, thought-provoking, and age-appropriate opportunities for all of our 

visitors, friends and members to grow in Christ.  Contact Pastor Terry if you would like more information.  

(Friends of the church are encouraged to call).   
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 
 

February 5 
5

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 40:21-31; Ps. 147 

1 Corinthians 9: 16-23; Mark 1: 29-39 
“Have You Heard” 

Communion 
 

 
February 12 

6
th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Kings 5:1-14; Ps. 30;  

1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45 
“If You Choose” 

Potluck  
 

 
February 19 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
Isaiah 43:18-25; Psalm 41 

2
 
Corinthians 1:18-22; Mark 2:1-12 

“Yes” 
Service of Wholeness and Healing 

Blessing of the Food Pantry 
 

 
February 22, 6:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday Communion Service 
“Father, Forgive Them” 

 

 
February 26 

First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 9:8-17; Romans 8:1-4, 33-39; 

Luke 23:39-43 
“Today you will be with me in Paradise” 
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New Address, Phone Number and Hours for the Bull 

Shoals Food Pantry 

 

The new food pantry is located at1013 Lakeshore Rd. in 

Bull Shoals.  The mailing address in P.O. Box 691, Bull 

Shoals, AR 72619 and the phone number is 870-656-

8759. We will be open for business on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays from 9 a.m to 11.am as well as the 3rd Saturday 

of every month.  Clients are asked to come on 

Wednesdays if their last name begins with A through K 

and on Thursdays for L through Z. 

The Pantry will be open every Monday  from 9 a.m,. to 12 

noon to accept donations.   Donations will also be 

accepted during our business hours however would prefer 

they be dropped off on Mondays.  If you wish to receive 

an acknowledgment you must leave your name and address 

with the persons accepting the donation,   Any food 

items, including frozen will be accepted as well as 

personal care items, paper products, laundry products and 

pet food. 

 

 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship on 

Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m.             

in Memorial Hall! 

  

Advent and Christmas  

Thanks to: 

Pam and the choir for representing us at the 5th 

Sunday Sing, the anthems and special music 

during the Season, and being a part of the 

Christmas play. 

Meg a.k.a. Silly Millie for writing, directing and 

acting in our Christmas drama.  Thanks you to 

Mason and Madison Breedlove for their roles in 

the Christmas drama. 

Mary Kerr, Sandy, James and Fred for spending a 

Sunday afternoon preparing the sanctuary for 

Advent. 

Pat, Sandy, and Ken for taking everything down 

and putting it away. 

Vicky and Paul Graham for “manning” the sound 

booth. 

Ken Hobart for bringing the message on New 

Year‟s Day. 

All the advent candle lighters and readers and to 

everyone who participated in worship. 

There are so many others who deserve thanks 

for their help with the extra services, study, 

fellowships and mission activities that take place 

this time of year.  Thank you, each an every one 

of you, for all you do in support of this church 

and out of love for the Lord. 

Dear friends and fellow servants of Christ, 

Thank you for your generosity to James and me.  We 

put the money you gave us for Christmas toward our 

Second Honeymoon in South Padre Island.  Thank you 

so much for the love, prayers, friendship, and support 

that you express each and every day of the year.  You 

mean more to us than words can express. 

Terry and James Hart 

Remember Your Valentine on February 14th! 

Hope all is well with you guys. Faye, please thank your church for us. They 

are a wonderful group and we appreciate you & them & their prayers. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Ps. He has been on the prayer list a lot and hoping for a kidney 

Margie & George Blackwell 
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS 
 

 Greeters    Ushers  
 

 February  5 - Esther Roberts & Sandy Erickson                    February  5 - Irene Bere & Betty Craig 

February 12 - Bob & Gloria Wiles                                    February 12 - Pat & Paul Graham 

February 19 - Rich & Frieda Danderson                              February 19 - Sandy Erickson & Amy Johnson 

February 26 - Norm Hockley & Betty Aaron                         February 26 -  Ed & Peni Lloyd 
 

 
 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2011 
February  5 -  First, Lincoln                                           First, Heber Springs 

February 12 - First, Ozark                                              Church Musicians 

February 19 - First, Jacksonville                                        Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

February 26 - Woodlands, Hot Springs Village                         Holiday Island Church  

   

 
PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

 

BIRTHDAYS                               
     February 
February  7 - Paula Sheppard                                    March  2 - Tiffany Myers 
February 11 - Doris Coley Ackerman                          March  3 - Dick Sass                      
February 21 - Bonnie Monroe                                     March 10 - Allen Althof                 
February 22- Shirley Jensen                                     March 20 - Betty Perrin                                                     
February 27- Bob Richardson                                    March 22 - Pat Erlewine                             
                                                                                  March 28 - Betty Aaron 
                                                                                  March 30 - Jini Sass 
                                                                                       
  
 
 

                                                 ANNIVERSARIES   
 
March  2 -  Bob & Arabella Richardson 
March 18 - Dr. Roger and Meg Simons 
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LIBRARY LINES FOR FEBRUARY 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

 

We have several DVD‟s to check out. They are:  

THE GOSPEL ROAD by Johnny Cash (non-fiction), 

THE SECOND CHANCE, LOVE COMES SOFTLY by Janette Oke, 

and THE WAGER starring Randy Travis. 

The DVD‟s, VCR Tapes, Music CD‟s are located on the shelves 

behind the library desk.  

The book of the month is DARK PURSUIT by Brandilyn Collins: 

“Novelist Darell Brooke lived for his title as King of Suspense--

until an auto accident left him unable to concentrate. Two years 

later, reclusive and bitter, he wants one thing: to plot a new novel 

and regain his reputation. 

Kaitlan Sering his twenty-two-year old granddaughter, once lived 

for drugs. After she stole from Darell, he cut her off. Now she‟s 

rebuilding her life. But in Kaitlan‟s town two women have been 

murdered, and she is about to discover a third. She‟s even more 

shocked to realize the culprit is her boyfriend, Craig, the police  

chief‟s son. 

Desperate, Kaitlan flees to her estranged grandfather. For over 

forty years, Darell Brooke has lived suspense. Surely he‟ll devise a 

plan to trap the cunning Craig. 

But can Darell‟s muddled mind do it? And--if he tries--with what 

motivation? For Kaitlan‟s plight may be the stunning answer to the 

elusive plot he seeks…” 

Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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From Presbyterian Women (PW)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

    

 

 

      

2011 MISSION REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 

 

The year 2011 was a very good year for Presbyterian Women. Thanks to all who gave their time and labor to 

make the Ice Cream Social and the Potato Bash huge fundraiser successes and because of the many 

generous donations, we have been able to assist the following missions: 

 

Flippin Schools - for Shoes ($200.00 & $50.00 in Shoes)                                                           

      (another $200.00 donated by Wal-Mart as a result of PW‟s request.                

Flippin School Lunch Assistance Program 

Haiti Relief 

Vera Lloyd Home ($100.00 & $350.00 in Supplies) 

Bull Shoals Food Pantry 

      ($600.00 Cash Donations, $1,201.00 for 269 Scarves & 125 pairs of Gloves, $116.00 

      Snack Packs and $1,350.00, the one year total from monthly collections of food, etc.) 

Our Kids - Marion County 

Mountain Home Christian Clinic 

Kindness, Inc. 

2011 Bridge Bash (Benefit of Norfork Food Bank) 

Vicky Bair Tragedy Fund 

Flippin Headstart Christmas Project 

Joplin Tornado Relief ($50.00 from PW, $305.00 from members) 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals 

Bookmarks - Outreach to Area Church Women 

Presbytery of Arkansas PW - Missions 

 

 

 

The above is only the PW Mission report. Think of all the other good deeds and gifts given by each of  

you.  

 

As a group, for al that has been accomplished without hesitation and for God‟s glory, a very special 

T HANK YOU! 

 

God‟s blessing to all! 

 

                                                                                                 BETTY AARON, MISSION CHAIRPERSON 

       

                                                                               

$  250.00 

 

    200.00 

      75.00 

    450.00 

 3,267.00 

 

 

    150.00 

      50.00 

    100.00 

    100.00 

    160.00 

    525.00 

    355.00 

    200.00 

    237.00 

      50.00 
 

$6,169.00 
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MISSION MINUTE 
 

FEBRUARY-2012 

Submitted by Faye Brackett 

 

 

The Mission Committee would like to thank everyone that participated in the 

Christmas Card tree with donations going to the Food Pantry, and the Christmas 

Joy Offering. 

The Christmas Card Tree donations were: $405.00 

The Joy Offering donations were: $293.00. 

On Sunday February 5th we will be participating the Annual Souper Bowl fund 

raiser for the Food Pantry. We will have  people standing at each entry door with 

a soup pot to collect monetary donations for the Food Pantry. 

“The Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 with a simple prayer said by Reverend 

Brad Smith of Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina:  

Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those 
who are without a bowl of soup to eat. 

22 churches raised $5,700 in the first year. The number of groups involved has 

steadily grown each year, and so has the amount raised and put back into the 

communities.” 

Thanks to all for the support of the Missions.  

 

                                                                                       From the Mission Committee 
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Congratulations to Betty Aaron’s Granddaughter, Melissa! 

 

6th Jewels of Nursing Excellence Gala 

2011 Outstanding New SIUE School of Nursing Alumna 

 

 

 

Melissa Droege, BS ‘06 

 

Capt. Melissa Droege earned her BS in Nursing from SIUE (Southern 

Illinois University at Edwardsville) in 2006 and began her Air Force 

Nursing career in May 2010. She graduated from the United States Air 

Force Flight Nurse course making her one of 200 active duty RN’s chosen 

for the challenging position. Since graduating from SIUE, Melissa has 

been stationed in Florida and Texas, and was deployed to Iraq and 

Afghanistan. Melissa is currently stationed at Scott Air Force Base as a 

flight nurse. 



 10 

Bible Maze for February 
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Christian Family Bible Quotefall   

("Quote-in-a-box") puzzles 

 

 

 

Using the letters shown in each puzzle, place them in the white boxes in 

the right spot below each column in order to spell out a scripture from the 

Bible. See scripture answers below, but don’t look them up until you try to 

solve the puzzles first! 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution to Number 41 

(Proverbs 10:6) NIV 

 

Solution to Number 42 

(Romans 1:22) KJV  



 12 

 

RECIPES 
  

Chicken & Dumpling Soup 
By Linda Masters 

 

If you have a recipe that you  have tried before and believe others might enjoy it , please drop 

it off at the office to be included in the next month‟s newsletter. 

Soup 

2 cups chicken stock 

2 carrots, sliced  

2 stalks celery, chopped 

Bay leaf 

1/4 teaspoon celery salt 

1 clove garlic, minced 

1/4 teaspoon basil 

1/4 oregano 

2 cups cooked chicken 

1/4  cup half-and-half 

For the soup, combine all ingredients 

except chicken and half-and-half; bring 

to a simmer and cook until carrots are 

tender.  

Add chicken. 

  Dumplings 
1 cup flour 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/4 teaspoon baking powder 

2 tablespoons dried parsley 

3/8 cup ice water 

 

For the dumplings, mix together flour, 

salt, baking powder and dried parsley. 

Slowly add ice water. Stir briefly to 

incorporate the water and gather into 

a ball; set aside to rest 

Roll dumpling dough out to a 1/4” thickness. Cut into 1 1/2inch to 2 inch squares, 

depending on how large you like your dumplings. Drop dumplings into soup and 

continue to simmer until dumplings puff up and float and soup thickens slightly. 

Stir in half-and-half and serve immediately. 

*Timesaver: Streamline prep. On this soup by using chicken from a purchased 

rotisserie chicken. Also, you can use biscuit mix to make the dumplings, or purchase 

frozen dumplings. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE for  FEBRUARY 

“BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS; DO NOT BE FRIGHTENED OR DISMAYED, FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD IS WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO” 

JOSHUA 1:9 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Terry Hart 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Ken Hobart, Secretary: Christi Partee 

Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                       Class of 2012                    Class of 2013                    Class of 2014 

                                          James Hart                        Ed Lloyd                          Dot Pitts 

                                       Pam Hobart                          Gloria Wiles                      Sandy Erickson 

                                                                                          Pat Erlewine                       

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2012                    Class of 2013                   Class of 2014 

                                       Norm Hockley                     Vicky Bair                       Meg Simons                                                       

                                       Ken Hobart                        Jini Sass                        Arabella Richardson 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P. O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR.  72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


