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Familiar faces highlight All-Wood County softball selections (06-18-11)
Five "Jackets, four Flyers earn first-team All-County (06-17-11)
Northwood's Russell named TAAC coach of the year (06-16-11)
Northwood softball has three on All-TAAC first team (06-16-11)

Final SLL-SBC all-star game set for Monday (6-11-11)

Ebright, Jaso named to All-MAL baseball first team (6-11-11)

Lakota, NB each had two players on MAL softball first team (6-11-11)

Five 'Jackets, four Flyers earn first-team All-County (06
-17-11)
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Al ‘l-L?;rJ:FCmme_q Perrysburg's baseball team had a dream season.

The Yellow Jackets finished 26-4 overall and advanced to the
 Division | state championship game.

Along the way, they won Northern Lakes League, sectional, district
: i :' .. and regional championships.
.4 .4 Five of the players who played key roles for the Yellow Jackets
= » headline the Sentinel-Tribune's 14-player All-Wood County

. baseball first-team.

The five are: Alec Schmenk, Zach Kolvey, Matt Kruzel, Alex
Williams and Steve Slocum.

Suburban Lakes League champion Lake had four players on the
team - Kurt McKee, Ryan Kohlhofer, Josh Tantari and Nathan
Scanlan.

Completing the first-team were Jack Waldock and Kevin Hammer
of EImwood, Daniel McKinney of Bowling Green, Cameron Juhasz
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selection last season.
Schmenk was dominant on the mound, posting a 9-0 record and a 1.09 earned-run average in 10 games,

all starts. 1079 H. Main Stroot

In 64 1/3 innings, the senior right-hander allowed just 10 runs (all earned) on 32 hits with 76 strikeouts and Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

10 walks. He also had six complete games, including four shutouts, and opponents hit just .149 against

him.

Schmenk's success was even more impressive because he entered the season with high expectations. B R S e B e e B R

Even before his senior season started, he had signed a national letter of intent and earned a scholarship
to play collegiately at Toledo, and was named a preseason high school All-American by Louisville
Slugger.

Schmenk was 6-0 with a 0.84 ERA as a junior.

Schmenk and Kolvey both earned All-Ohio honors, with Schmenk being named to the first-team and
Kolvey receiving honorable mention.

"He was under a lot of pressure," Perrysburg coach Dave Hall said about Schmenk. "We knew he was
going to be good coming into the season, and he met those expectations way above and beyond."

One of Schmenk's brightest moments came in Perrysburg's 4-3 state semifinal win over Willoughby
South.

South, an excellent hitting team, hit Schmenk hard early in the game as it scored three times on four hits
in the first two innings. But Schmenk quickly recovered, retiring 16 of the final 19 hitters to enable the
Yellow Jackets rally for a 4-3 victory after trailing 3-0.

Schmenk's best pitch was his fastball, but South adjusted and hit that pitch hard. With the help of Kolvey,
Perrysburg's catcher, Schmenk decided to throw more sliders and fewer fastballs. He finished with a five-
hitter, allowing just one hit after the second inning.

"He grew up during the state semifinal," Hall said. "He had always been fastball, fastball, fastball, but we
saw a kid who worked it out and made adjustments with his slider and took back control of the game."
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Schmenk, who played second base when he wasn't pitching, hit .347 as he played in all 30 games.
Batting in the leadoff position, he was 37-0f-98 with 25 runs, 10 doubles, one triple, one home run and 15
runs batted in.

"He's just a great baseball player, a great athlete," Hall said.

Kolvey's arm, glove and bat also played huge roles in Perrysburg's success. The senior led the team with
a .457 average, going 37-for-81 with four homers and 31 RBI. He had 25 runs, 12 doubles and one triple.
He also was solid defensively.
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"He hit .400 all season and really improved himself as a receiver," Hall said. "He did a good job blocking ~ *Spinning *Pilates
A, eSculting oStep

balls, and he had a quick release and strong arm.

"He also had a lot of expectations on him like Alec did and he responded with a really good senior year,"
Hall said. "He played in every game and never asked out of the lineup once, and that's a demanding
position."

Kruzel was terrific, too, on the mound and in center field.

The senior left-hander was 8-1 with a 1.11 ERA in 10 games, striking out 67 and walking 35 in 5624,3
innings. He allowed nine runs (all earned) on 31 hits.

"He's one of the best baseball players I've ever coached," Hall said. "When he throws strikes, he's as
good as anybody in the area. He throws hard, he has good off-speed pitches. He knows how to set hitters
up."

Kruzel batted .330 with 30 hits in 91 at-bats as he played in all 30 games. He also had 28 runs, four
doubles, two homers and 14 RBI.

He also played well in the oultfield after playing first base as a junior, taking advantage of his outstanding
arm and his ability to catch most everything hit his way.

"He was a very, very good center fielder," Hall said. "He moved from first base and that really solidified our
defense. He was a big part of our offense. He was productive in the three spot and did a lot of the little
things well, He has a lot of baseball savvy and knows how to play the game."

Williams was Perrysburg's third ace on the mound, behind Schmenk and Kruzel.

The senior right-hander's 5-0 record and school-record four saves were instrumental in Perrysburg
winning the league

"Alex was one of the real keys to our success," Hall said, adding Williams only pitched four varsity innings
as a junior.

Williams pitched well last summer and continued his success in the spring. In 39 2/3 innings, he allowed
12 runs (four earned) on 26 hits with 43 strikeouts and 11 walks.

"He throws hard and he has good off-speed pitches," Hall said. "If we don't have him and Kruzel, we don't
do what we did. He pitched in some big games."

Slocum, a sophomore, provided Perrysburg with excellent offense and defense.

He was second on the team with a .367 average to go along with 22 RBI and 23 runs scored. He primarily
played right field, but also saw action in center. -
"He's probably one of the best athletes at the school," Hall said. "He catches the ball as well as anybody b cortsgs syrreg et

I've coached and he has a rocket for an arm.

"He hit the ball hard and when he got on, you knew he was going to steal. He could bunt. He did a really NATIONAL LOCAL

good job offensively and was really good at doing the little things."

McKee was the SLL's player of the year, helping Lake to records of 23-4 overall and 12-0 in the league.
He hit .419 with 21 runs, 16 RBI and nine stolen bases.

"He was our biggest surprise this year," Lake coach Greg Wilker said. "He wasn't that big or strong as a
sophomore, but he's really worked hard and he matured physically and became a leader. He played great
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"He had a lot of big hits as he gained confidence during the season. He really had a good knowledge of

the strike zone, making himself a tough out and swinging at good pitches." Jackson State championship banishment hard
Kohlhofer, a junior shortstop, batted .349 with four homers and 27 RBI. He also had 31 runs and 13 stolen on fans...

bases. The Clarion-Ledger =

"His move from oultfield to shortstop solidified our infield," Wilker said. "He was very steady, making all of

the routine plays and some outstanding plays as well. Weeden, Blackmon see increased commitment

"As the No. 3 hitter, he was right in the middle of things offensively. He was a big reason for our offensive Kgm Osu..

success."

Tantari, a junior, batted .313 with one homer and 19 RBI. He also stole 10 bases and scored 23 runs. He NCAA forum aims to increase minority head
pitched and saw action defensively in the outfield and the infield. coaches

On the mound, Tantari was 6-1 with a 1.64 ERA. In 4224,3 innings, he allowed 21 runs (10 earned) on 35 AP

hits with 41 strikeouts and 37 walks.

"He was the kind of athlete and competitor, that no matter where you put him, he was going to do well,"
Wilker said. "He helped us in a lot of different ways: pitching, defense, offense. The biggest thing is he
was a good athlete who loved to play the game."

Scanlan, a junior, was 5-0 with three saves and a 1.34 ERA. In 41 2/3 innings, he allowed 12 runs (eight
earned) on 25 hits with 44 strikeouts and 19 walks.

"He did a tremendous job, regardless of what role he was in, starting or relieving," Wilker said. "He
handled pressure well. You could see his confidence develop early in the season and he did a great job all
season."

Waldock, a senior outfielder, hit .383 with four homers and 20 RBI.

"He was one of our most consistent hitters," EImwood coach Kyle Reiser said. "He was our one returning
hitter that teams knew about, so they tried to pitch around him, but he was still productive."

Hammer, a senior second baseman, had a .356 average with two homers and 17 RBI,

"He's always played well defensively, but the biggest improvement he made was with his hitting," Reiser
said. "He really didn't do anything different mechanically with his hitting and he worked just as hard this
year, but everything just seemed to fall together for him. He got off to a good start and just kept it going."
Podolak, a senior catcher, batted .375 with two homers and 19 RBI.

"He had a great year," Otsego coach Aaron Myers said. "He was our team captain and he filled that role
above and beyond. He works real hard and ways always swilling to come early and stay late. He had a
great year offensively and he was one of the better defensive catchers I've coached."

McKinney was BG's ace. Despite a 4-5 record, the junior right-hander still had a 2.26 ERA. In 62 innings,
he struck out 50 and walked 24. He allowed 43 hits and 25 runs (earned).

"He worked hard and he was a competitor, and that's a good combination to have," BG coach Josh ller
said. "In addition to his fastball, he had a great breaking ball and he knew how to hit his spots. He knew
how to pitch."
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Juhasz, a senior, hit .396 with 18 RBI. On the mound, the left-hander was 3-2 with a 1.75 earned-run
average, striking out 75 in 40 innings.

Northwood was 19-5 overall and shared the Toledo Area Athletic Conference championship.

"He really stepped it up offensively," Northwood coach Dave Russell said. "He was a decent hitter before,
but he really improved during the offseason in the cage. He had a better approach and wasn't the free
swinger he's been in the past. He worked to get ahead in the count.

"He worked hard during the offseason. He came a lot stronger and the velocity on his fastball increased.
He also had good off-speed pitches and hit his spots."

The 14 honorable mention selections were: Bowling Green's Garrett Jex; Eastwood's Justin Faykosh;
Elmwood's Nate Benschoter, Joe Bockbrader, Conlan Varty; TD Waldock; Lake's Casey Witt; Lakota's
Tiger Jaso; North Baltimore's Clinton Ebright; Northwood's Nick Russell; Perrysburg's Kevin Schenk;
Hunter Smith; Ryan Young; Rossford's Nick Vidra.

Varty, Witt and Russell are repeat honorable mention picks.
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