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Industry How To

Hi there, Shaun Letang from Music Industry How To here. Here's a checklist for
things you should be doing and thinking about at your next album release party.

This is also relevant to mixtape release parties and the like.
You can get more great guides and resources like this (but more detailed) by

signing up to the Music Industry How To newsletter. So do that now. :)

So, here's the checklist.

Things You Need To Know

• Choose the right date. Try not to have it on the same date as other similar
musicians, but in the same month can be good.

• Make a plan. Don't just book a venue and wing it, make sure you have
everything in place and you know what you need to chase up. Building out on

this checklist is a good idea.
• Budget. How much can you afford to spend? Plan this out carefully and stick

to it as best as possible. Have a bit more for anything unexpected.
• Numbers. How many people can you invite? This will depend on your venue

size and budget.
• Dress code. Will you have a dress code or theme for your album release

party?
• Event organisers know time. It's important everyone invovled with the party

knows what's happening when.
• Attendees know time. You want to make sure everyone turns up on time (or

at least knows the correct time.

Things You Need At The Party

• Good support acts. While you'll be performing, you should get others to warm
up for you.

• Drinks. This will help the good times flow.
• Food. If your party will be going on for a while people will get hungry. If you

don't provide food they'll leave and look for it elsewhere.
• Venue. Make sure it's big enough for the amount of people you have coming.

Location is also important.
• Lighting. You don't want it so bright it doesn't feel like a party, but you don't

want it too dark where people can't mingle.
• Sound system. The main focus will be the music, so make sure you have a
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good sound system in place.
• Recording capabilities. You should take videos and pictures of the event for

anyone who doesn't attend to see. Maybe even have a live stream of it if the
demand is there.

• Copies of album to give away. Possibly as a prize in a competition. Also to
select industry figures and Djs who attend.

• Other merchandise and prizes. Both for selling and for select freebies.
• Party sponsors. Promote local businesses in exchange for them providing

you with food or anything else the party will need.

Anything Else

• Good vibe. Make sure everyone has a good time and there's plenty of
entertainment on. This will lead to good review and hype around you.

• Cleaning at the end. Is this something the venue takes care of or you?
• Budget for breakages. Be sure you've a budget for any breakages which

occur at the party. This often happens when there's large groups of people.

The above checklist are some of the main things you need to think about when
having an album release party. Be sure to bare them in mind and build on them for
your own. You can see more advice for musicians like this over at Music Industry

How To. You should:

Register to get free guides sent to your email inbox.

Also:
Avoid These 10 Things When Performing

Improve Your Stage Presence
Get Over Your Gig Nerves

Shaun Letang,
Music Industry How To.
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