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BEGINNER LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITY  
WHAT’S GROWING AT MOUNT VERNON AND WHERE? 

George Washington grew many different types of plants in his gardens. Depending on the type of 
plant, they grew in the lower garden, upper garden, or greenhouse. For each of these locations, 
fill in the correct three plants that would grow there. Choose from the options on the right. Don’t 
forget to color the pictures! 
 
LOWER GARDEN: Vegetables and fruits that can 
be grown in Virginia  
 
1._______________________________________ 
 
2._______________________________________  
 
3._______________________________________ 
 
UPPER GARDEN: Flowers 
 
1._______________________________________ 
 
2._______________________________________ 
 
3._______________________________________ 
 
GREEN HOUSE: Fruits and plants that need warm  
climates, and are not native to Virginia 
 
1._______________________________________ 
 
2._______________________________________ 
 
3._______________________________________  
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BEGINNER MATH ACTIVITY 
COUNTING IN GEORGE WASHINGTON’S GARDEN  

Using the table below, help George Washington record how many vegetables his gardeners 
grew. First, count how many of each type of vegetable he has and tally it in the table, then write 
it in number form. Finally, answer the questions. Don’t forget to color the pictures! 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Type of Vegetable Tally Marks Number 
                       Cabbage   

Artichokes   

Onion   

Peas   

 
1. What vegetable does George Washington have the fewest of? 

 
2. What vegetable does he have the most of? 

 
3. How many vegetables does he have in total? 
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INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITY 
WASHINGTON THE LANDSCAPE DESIGNER 

These illustrated landscape plans show how the 
estate’s landscape evolved as Washington 
redesigned it throughout the 1780s and 1790s. The 
top image depicts the estate in 1784, towards the 
beginning of Washington’s efforts. The bottom 
image shows the estate as it looked in 1799, at the 
time of Washington’s death. It is very close to the 
layout of the estate today.  

Using these images and what you remember from 
your visit, compare the earlier layout of Mount 
Vernon with Washington’s later design. 

1. Locate on the bottom image the following 
places you visited at Mount Vernon: The upper 
garden, lower garden, bowling green, and 
greenhouse. Did any of these places exist in 1784? 

2. What shape were Mount Vernon’s earlier 
gardens?  

3. Where was the drive up to the Mansion located 
before Washington’s redesign?  

4. Why do you think Washington made these 
changes? 

5. What major differences do you see in the two 
images? 

6. Are there any parts of the landscape that 
remained the same? 

 
 
 
 

1784 

1799 
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INTERMEDIATE MATH ACTIVITY 
FOLLOWING WASHINGTON’S GARDEN PLAN 

George Washington was very exact and 
detailed as a gardener. He carefully 
recorded in his diaries what he planted. 
On June 13, 1785, Washington recorded 
what he planted in the Botanical Garden, 
which he often called his “little garden” 
behind the Spinning Room and the Salt 
House:  

“The first row contains 17 Nuts of the Sand 
Box tree. Next to these are 2 rows 
containing 85 of the Palmetto Nut, or acorn. 
Next, 2 rows 87 Physic Nut; Next 3 rows of the Seed of the Pride of China. Next 9 rows containing 635 
Acorns of the live oak (wch. seemed bad). Next (which compleated the section) 3 rows of a species of the 
Acacia (or Acasee) used in the West Indias for incircling their Gardens. 

In the next section to this, (immediately back of the Salt House) the first row, and parallel thereto—is the 
same as the last—that is Acacia. The next is the flower fence, also used as an inclosure to Gardens. Next 
to this are two rows of the Bird pepper—then one row of the Cayan pepper. Then 2 rows of the Seed of 
the Privy.” 

Using Washington’s diary entry, answer the math questions below: 

1. How many rows were there in this garden? ________________ 
2. With the numbers that Washington provided, how many total nuts and acorns did 

Washington plant? ___________________ 
3. If there were 2 rows of Palmetto Nut, planted with 85 nuts total, how many nuts were in 

each row? ____________________ 
4. With 2 rows of Physic Nut, and 87 Physic Nut total, how many nuts were in each row? 

____________________ 
5. If Washington planted 9 rows of Live Oak Acorn, and he used 635 acorns, how many 

acorns were in each row? ________________________ 

BONUS ACTIVITY: Using Washington’s description, draw what you think this garden would 
have looked like. Remember to label each row with the type of plant that Washington described.  
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ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITY 
VISITORS TO MOUNT VERNON 

The Washingtons received many visitors 
at Mount Vernon, and several remembered 
the landscape of Mount Vernon and 
described it in great detail. Below you will 
find excerpts from two 18th century 
visitors’ recollections. Read their 
descriptions and try to determine which 
features of the landscape they are 
describing. Consider how their 
descriptions are similar or different to the 
things you experienced on your visit.  
 
“There are beautiful groves arranged in proper order back of both the gardens and rows of trees exactly 
corresponding with each other, between which and the two gardens is the great green and circular walk 
fronting northerly from the house and seen at a great distance.”   

-Amariah Frost, 1797 
 
“In the evening Gl. Wash[ington] showed us his garden. It is well cultivated and neatly kept; the 
gardener is an Englishman. One sees there all the vegetables for the kitchen, Corrents, Rasberys, 
Strawberys, Gusberys, quantities of peaches and cherries, much inferior to ours...  
 

One sees also in the garden, lilies, roses, pinks, 
etc. The path which runs all around the bowling 
green is planted with a thousand kinds of trees, 
plants and bushes; crowning them are two 
immense Spanish chestnuts that Gl. 
Wash[ington] planted himself; they are very 
bushy and of the greatest beauty… The 
G[eneral] has never left America. After seeing 
his house and his gardens one would say that he 
had seen the most beautiful examples in England 
of this style.”  

            -Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz, 1798 
 
Using these examples and your own recollections as inspiration, write a diary entry describing 
your visit to Mount Vernon, specifically the landscape. Try to make your diary entry as 
descriptive as possible, so that if someone who had never visited Mount Vernon read it, they 
might be able to picture it in their mind.   
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ADVANCED MATH ACTIVITY 
CREATING A LANDSCAPE DRAWING 

Washington carefully redesigned the landscape at Mount Vernon, which is shown in Samuel 
Vaughan’s drawing of the grounds (pictured below). Create your own landscape drawing of your 
backyard, part of your yard, or even part of a landscape in your neighborhood. Next, create 
another drawing showing some changes that you would make to the landscape.  
 

 
 
Steps to complete:  

1. Measure your landscape space. You’ll want to pick a space that is small enough to 
manage. Record your measurements. 

2. Draw the landscape, to scale if possible. You may use graph paper if desired. You will 
draw the landscape in “plan view,” which means a birds-eye view. 

3. Next, decide what changes you might like to make to the landscape. Will you change the 
plants? Would you create a pattern? Like Washington, would you want to make it 
symmetrical? The possibilities are endless, so be creative! 

4. If making changes to which plants you would include, research the types of plants that 
can grow where you live. Just like Washington, be sure to take note of how much sun and 
water they need to survive. 

5. Draw your new landscape design, to scale if possible.  
 
 


