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George Washington’s 

MOUNT VERNON 
 

 

Historical Document Transcription E-ternship with Mount Vernon, 2014 
 

George Washington’s Mount Vernon, located near Washington, DC, is the historic site museum 
dedicated to interpreting the life of the first president within the context of his home and 
plantation.  Under the management of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, the property is 
preserved and restored to reflect the 18th-century home of the Washington family.  The Ladies 
employ a professional archaeological staff to study the buried remains on the property.  The 
Archaeology Department has embarked on a multi-year project, called Archaeological 
Collections Online, to re-analyze and digitize the most significant collections excavated on the 
property.  Archaeologists uncovered artifacts relating to the Washington household and the 
enslaved Africans and African Americans living and working around the Mansion.  To 
contextualize the artifacts, the department is undertaking a transcription project to look at not 
only George Washington's orders and invoices for goods, but also at what the community at 
large was ordering and buying through the Glassford and Henderson stores in Alexandria and 
Colchester, Virginia.  These local purchases will be compared with the items that George 
Washington ordered from England to see specifics about how the local economy differed from 
the English factor system.  
 

Description of the E-tern Experience 
 Transcribe ledger pages from the Glassford and Henderson store accounts at Alexandria and 

Colchester, Virginia, into a spreadsheet template. 
 Assist in the development of a glossary and abbreviation list of words identified in the 

documents; assist in the development of an index of items, places, and names identified in 
the documents. 

 Contribute to social media outreach to inform the public about discoveries made in the 

documents. 
 

Benefits of Interning with Mount Vernon 
 Opportunity to develop research skills, especially using historic documents. 
 Responsibility for a project that will contribute to our understanding of the material culture 

of plantation and urban life. 
 Interaction with staff who are dedicated to your personal and professional growth. 
 

Qualifications 
 Undergraduate or graduate student with good academic standing who is attending college 

full time, or is a recent graduate. 
 Interest in early American history and primary sources. 
 Strong research and writing skills. 
 Ability to work creatively and independently and as part of a team. 
 

Commitment:  A 12-week program, dates to be determined, 10 hours a week.  Work can be 
conducted remotely; living proximally to Mount Vernon is not a requirement. 
Application:  Applicants should submit a resume, names of two references and cover letter, 
including a statement detailing interest in this program.   
 

Please email applications to Eleanor Breen, ebreen@mountvernon.org. 
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