
Bonnie Scotland!
A Journey through the Scottish Highlands and the  
Edinburgh Festival with Mountain Lake PBS!

Join Mountain Lake PBS for a magnificent 
trip to the Highlands of Scotland  
and Edinburgh at its finest this August! 
We travel from the hunting moors and shores of the North East, through 

the Great Glenn and mysterious Loch Ness, to the rugged mountains 

and mystic isles of the west coast, then explore Edinburgh and join the 

celebrations, the famous Tattoo and Fireworks, for the grand finale of the 

Edinburgh Festival. 

We visit fabled ruined castles and baronial mansions which tell a story 

of rebellion, highland clearances and rivalry between Clans. We visit 

battlefields and fields of betrayal, like Culloden and Glencoe, and discover 

ancient spiritual sites, Kilmartin’s standing stones and the ecumenical 

Abbey of Iona.

We delve into the culture and traditions of Scots today, their whisky, pipes 

and reels, so famous around the globe. With expert guides, we will visit the 

great castles of Cawdor, with its Macbeth association; Dunrobin, one of 

the largest estates in Britain and a fabulous falconry display; and we are 

invited to lunch at Inveraray Castle, home of the Duke of Argyll. And we 

host our very own evenings of dancing and music!

Along the way we will sample the finest food Scotland has to offer, 

which may surprise you: Angus beef from Aberdeen and oysters from 

Inveraray Castle

Tour Cost: $4,890 USD per person, ground only, based on  
double occupany. Tour limited to 25 participants.

The Mountain Lake PBS Scotland tour is organized by THE GRAND TOUR Travel Company, 

Peterborough, New Hampshire.

Tour Highlights H H HH
•	 Tours	of	major	sites	and	travel	in	two	beautiful	regions	of		 	
 the Scottish Highlands plus Edinburgh, including castles   
 of Cawdor, Dunrobin, Inveraray, and Edinburgh, Holyrood 
 Palace, National Portrait Gallery and others  

•	 Boat	ride	on	Loch	Ness	aboard	the	historic	Jacobite	Queen

•	 Boat	excursion	to	the	islands	of	Mull,	Iona	and	Staffa	by 
 ferry and private boat, weather permitting

•	 Gondola	ride	in	the	Nevis	Range,	among	the	highest 
 mountains in the British Isles

•	 Admission	to	the	Oban	Highland	Games

•	 Prime	tickets	to	the	Royal	Military	Tattoo	and	Fireworks		 	
 Concert at the Edinburgh Festival

•	 Private	motorcoach	transportation	to	all	destinations	in	the		 	
 itinerary including excursions

•	 Free	time	for	hiking,	relaxing,	and	further	sight-seeing

August 18-29, 2017 

Edinburgh seen from Calton Hill

Loch Fyne, haggis in the Highlands, fresh mountain 

lamb	and	home-smoked	salmon,	washed	down	with	

French wines, and a wee dram or two of the best 

single malts.

Deluxe accommodations await us throughout the 

trip. In the Highlands, we take over two fine manor 

houses, while in Edinburgh the deluxe George Hotel, 

ideally located in New Town. Finally, your tour director 

is Alasdair Clayre, who led our highly successful 

Downton Abbey tour in 2014.



base for the next four nights, Taychreggan Hotel, a 
tranquil country house overlooking Loch Awe. When 
only	a	cattle	drover’s	inn,	Dr.	Johnson	and	James	
Boswell spent time there on their historic journey of 
1773. Dinner will be served at the hotel.

Wednesday, August 23
The Inner hebrIDes
A wee bit of island hopping today, as we ferry over 
to the colourful island of Mull. Our coach takes us 
around to Iona and the iconic Abbey of Mull, founded 
by St. Columba in 563 AD and where the renowned 
illuminated manuscript, the Book of Kells, is believed 
to have been produced. Lunch on Iona follows. 
Weather permitting, we venture out to the small 
island of Staffa on a private boat and the natural 
phenomenon of Fingal’s Cave, a favoured stop on 
The Grand Tour, most famously by Mendelssohn. Our 
coach then takes us back to the ferry for Oban via the 
gardens of Duart Castle on Mull. Your evening is free. 

Thursday, August 24
hIghLAnD gAmes!
There is nothing like an authentic Highland Games, 
and today we attend one of the best in Scotland, the 
Argyllshire gathering in Oban. From a piped parade 
through the town, to hammer throwing, tossing 
of the caber and a slew of dancing, the Duke of 
Argyll presides over this festive event. We finish the 
afternoon with a visit to the wonderful gardens in 
Arduaine, twenty acres on the seacoast, and  
dinner nearby.

Friday, August 25
A TouCh of DownTon
The Duke of Argyll’s home, Inveraray Castle, was 
the setting for Downton Abbey’s memorable Scottish 
interlude in Christmas 2012. A nice catered lunch 
and tour of the castle awaits us. En route, we stop 
to view the ancient standing stones of Kilmartin and 
Iron Age mound at Dunadd. Tonight we host our  
own ceilidh—an evening of music and dancing, 
as well as dinner—in our very own ballroom for a 
proper farewell to the Highlands!
  
Saturday, August 26
royAL TATToo
We bid soraidh (farewell) to the Highlands and head 
south for three nights in Edinburgh.  We check in to 
The	George,	a	deluxe	4-star	hotel	centrally	located	
on George Street, Edinburgh’s most elegant address 
for boutique shops and fancy clubs, which occupies  
a	classical	Robert	Adam-designed	building	of	the	
18th century.  There can be no better time of year to 
enjoy the city than at the finale of the world’s biggest 
arts festival, and tonight we have prime tickets for 
the popular Royal Military Tattoo, a spectacular 
evening of music, ceremony, theatre and dance.
 

Friday, August 18
Flights from the US and Canada, with arrival the 
following day.

Saturday, August 19
fÀILTe! [weLCome]!
Arrival at Edinburgh Airport and private motorcoach 
transfer into the Highlands of Scotland. We pass 
through lovely Perthshire and over the Cairngorms 
mountains, with lunch en route in Blair Atoll and a 
stroll through its castle. We arrive at our first home, 
manorial Coul House, near Inverness and built in 
1821 as a shooting lodge for Sir George Stuart 
Mackenzie. Tonight we celebrate our arrival with a 
welcome dinner at the hotel.

Sunday, August 20
shADes of mACbeTh
breakfast daily at all three hotels. You don’t have to 
believe in the existence of the Loch Ness monster to 
enjoy the waters of the beautiful lake. We’ll board the 
Jacobite	Queen	this	morning	for	a	leisurely	cruise	
and disembark at the ruins of Urquhart Castle. Then 
on to lunch, and a visit to medieval Cawdor Castle, 
forever linked to Shakespeare’s Macbeth, which we 
will tour and visit its lovely gardens. On the return, 
a stop at Culloden Battlefield brings us to the site of 
the last pitched battle on British soil, April 16, 1746, 
the	decisive	battle	between	the	Jacobite	forces	of	
Charles Edward Stuart with several Highland clans 
and the English army, with the resounding loss of 
the former. Dinner on your own in Inverness. 

Monday, August 21
fALCons AnD foLk musIC
Fairyland Dunrobin Castle, the most northerly of 
Scotland’s great houses, has been the family seat 
of the Earls and Dukes of Sutherland clan for 700 
years. Begun in the 14th century, Dunrobin was 
enlarged in the 19th in the French chateau style by 
Charles Barry, architect of the Houses of Parliament 
and Downton Abbey’s Highclere Castle. There we 
tour the castle and also take in an amazing falconry 
display! Lunch on your own in the pretty village of 
Dornoch, near the Moray Firth. Our final evening at 
Coul House features a private concert of traditional 
Scottish Gaelic music before dinner. 

Tuesday, August 22
gonDoLAs AnD gLenCoe 
Striking	out	south-west	towards	Fort	William,	we	
will	ride	a	cable-car	through	the	Ben	Nevis	mountain	
range, Britain’s highest, and enjoy a light lunch on 
top of the mountain. We move on to Glencoe and 
learn the gruesome story of the Glencoe Massacre, 
which befell the MacDonald clan in February, 1692, 
in this wild and beautiful valley. We settle in at our 

Sunday, August 27
eDInburgh
Our private guided tour of Edinburgh’s Old Town 
begins where the city itself began—on Castle Rock. 
The Edinburgh Castle is a former medieval fortress, 
Renaissance palace, and Army barracks and is still 
garrisoned. We will explore the upper part of the 
Royal Mile, the heart of the city’s fabled past with 
its romantic “wynds” and “closes” branching off the 
old thoroughfare. After lunch at a typical Scottish 
restaurant, we make a visit to the excellent National 
Portrait Gallery to acquaint you with many of 
Scotland’s most famous figures about whom you’ve 
heard on much of the tour so far. Your evening 
has the option of several events at the Festival, 
depending on ticket availability.

Monday, August 28
fIreworks fInALe!
A morning private tour, exclusive to the group, 
takes us back to the Royal Mile. Holyrood Palace 
is	a	longtime	favorite	royal	residence—the	Queen	
resides here when she visits Edinburgh. The rest 
of your day is free, before a gala farewell evening. 
Dinner is at a classic French bistro. Then you have 
a	premium	seat	in	Princes	Garden	for	the	Festival-
closing, spectacular Fireworks over Edinburgh 
Castle, accompanied by the renowned Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra.

Tuesday, August 29
Tour ends after breakfast and transfers to  
Edinburgh Airport.

Itinerary subject to change. Meals in bold are 
included in the price of the tour. 

Tour Registration 
 
Tour Cost: $4,890 USD per person, ground only,  
double occupancy. Single supplement: $765 USD

Deposit: $1,000 per person, first come, first served, 
due	upon	registration.	Tax-deductible	contribution	to	
MLPBS: $500 (US only)

Balance due: June 16, 2017.  
After that date, call for availability.

To reserve your place, send registration form with 
check or credit card info for the deposit amount to: 
Janine	Scherline,	Scotland	Tour,	Mountain	Lake	PBS,	
1 Sesame Street, Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

Questions? Contact	Janine	Scherline	at	Mountain	
Lake PBS at jscherline@mlpbs.org or 518.324.0120

Itinerary
Daily

Royal Military TattooGlencoe


