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Virtual Session Reminders

• Make sure that your audio is muted.

• Use the “chat” function to send comments/questions throughout the 
presentation.

• Select the “Host and Panelists” so that we can be most responsive to your questions.

• Please place resource links that are pertinent to the discussion in the chat 
box so that we can share the information after the session ends.

• Slides from the Open Office Hour session will be shared with participants.

• This session will be recorded and available upon request.
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Constructing P3 Pathways that Create Continuity for Children and 
Families Using Data and Everyday Practices

Today, we will discuss ways to construct pathways that create continuity for 
children and their families paying particular attention to flexibility, partnership and 
collaboration as we expect that we will need to be responsive to changes that will 
happen over the course of the year. We will think about this by considering:

• Using the P3 framework and available data for decision-making.

• Leadership and practices that build partnerships that are responsive to needs of 
children and their families.

• Screening practices that helps respond to referrals. 

• The use of assessment information to support instructional decision-making. 
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Testimonial:
What I Learned from March to May
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Ten Minnesota 
Commitments 

to Equity 

WE VALUE 
YOU!!!!!

1. Prioritize equity.
2. Start from within.
3. Measure what matters.
4. Go local.
5. Follow the money.
6. Start early.
7. Monitor implementation of standards.
8. Value people.
9. Improve conditions for learning.
10.Give students options.



Measure What Matters
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Key Webpages and Top 10 Resources
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Minnesota Department of Education (MDE)
COVID-19 Updates Webpage MDE Early Learning Webpage Minnesota Department of 

Health (MDH) Webpage

Main COVID-19 Updates Webpage
1. 2020-21 Planning Guidance for Minnesota Schools
2. Safe Learning Plan for 2020-21
3. Executive Order 20-81
4. Early Care and Education FAQ

Subpage: Student Instruction 
5. Prekindergarten Distance Learning Guidance

Subpage: Supporting Students and Families
6. Early Learning Attendance Verification Guide
7. Early Learning Outreach, Enrollment, Transition, 

and Instruction during COVID-19 (coming soon)

Main Early Learning Webpage

Subpage: Assessment in Early 
Childhood
8. COVID-19 Early Learning 

Assessment Guidance

Subpages for Prekindergarten 
through Grade 3 (P3) 
Information:
High-Quality Early Learning
P3 Initiative

Main MDH COVID-19 
Webpage

Subpage: MDH Schools and 
Child Care: COVID-19
9. COVID-19 Decision Tree

Subpage: MDH Materials and 
Resources for COVID-19 
Response
10. Variety of printable resources 

in multiple languages

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032934&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033418&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/EO%2020-81%20Final%20Filed_tcm1055-441323.pdf
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033547&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032071&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/supstucovid19/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033542&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/MDE033467
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/prek/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/index.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/index.html


Using the P-3 Framework as a Map for 
Constructing Pathways and Creating Continuity
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P3—System Thinking Creates Pathways and Continuity for 
Children and Families
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MDE High Quality Early Learning Webpage

Cross-Sector Work: Identifies the mechanisms, resources, and existing structures within a community that will 
support and sustain a shared vision with cohesive-collaborative relationships that are needed to create an 
aligned and successful early childhood (birth-age 5) and K-12 system.

Leadership/Administrative Effectiveness: Key individuals from across the community and within the district 
are identified to create a culture and a visible decision-making structure that can guide and ensure the 
alignment of early learning practices and instruction both across all early learning settings and between grade 
levels.

Teacher Effectiveness: P3 teachers in school and community settings are supported through professional 
learning and coaching/mentoring that increases teachers' abilities to support all domains of children’s 
development using practices that are culturally relevant and individually responsive.

Instructional Tools (Standards, Curriculum, and Assessment): Cohesive and aligned instruction in P3 systems 
is guided using the Minnesota Indicators of Progress (early learning standards) and adopting research-based 
curriculum and assessments that develop both social-emotional and academic skills.

Learning Environments: Key to meaningful learning experiences is the development of welcoming physical 
spaces that help create strong relationships between children, teachers and parents/guardians. Well-planned 
environments offer the opportunity to actively engage all children in ways that inspires learning for each of 
them.

Engaged Families: Families' input is essential to crafting a high-quality early learning system. Developing 
critically examined methods for forming relationships that foster two-way communication and encourage 
partnerships between the adults who are instrumental to the success of the child.

Continuity and Pathways (Including Transitions): Efforts in this element focus on building quality through a 
continuum of services that are easily accessed by families and afford positive connections to professionals. 
Developing smooth pathways that create continuity for children and parents as they navigate life 
circumstances build synchronicity within a P3 system.

Data Driven Improvement: Building quality is based on sound decision-making using data that helps support 
the notion of ready children are a product of ready communities, schools, families and systems. Data from a 
variety of sources must be systematically collected and reviewed to continuously improve high-quality early 
learning and care systems.

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/


System and System Thinking

System

An organization forming a network especially 
for serving a common purpose.

System thinking—

• Examine the system as the cause of 
behavior….good or bad?

• How interconnected are the pieces? (Hint: 
Use a continuity and pathways lens to 
focus your thinking.)

• What can you learn from the data?

• Where are the gaps?
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http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/system


Horizontal and Vertical
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Using Data for 
Decision-Making
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Role of Data in P3 Systems
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Data:
“Information collected for use”

- Cambridge Dictionary



ESSA Identified Data Indicators
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Academic Achievement
The number of students at the “Meets Standards” or “Exceeds Standards” achievement levels 
divided by all students in tested grades. Calculated separately for math and reading.

Progress Toward English Language Proficiency
The average progress English learners made toward individual growth targets on the ACCESS 
for ELLs test.

Academic Progress
A score based on students’ achievement levels from one year to the next. Calculated 
separately for math and reading.

Graduation Rates
The percentage of students who graduated in four years and seven years.

Consistent Attendance
The percentage of students attending more than 90 percent of the days they are enrolled.

M T W T F



Data Indicators for Building Systems
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Family Support and Engagement
How are families engaged with P-3 system building? Does the collected data match the family groups? What and how 
is information collected, analyzed and distributed when families transition between age groups? 

M T W T F Professional Development Support of Effective Teaching Practices
How are professional development activity decisions made for P3 staff? Are decisions informed by a 
measure of teacher-child interaction? Are there regular opportunities for cross-grade level interaction?

Cross-Sector Involvement
How many cross-sector stakeholder groups are represented in your P-3 work? 

What collaborative resources, structures exist to connect early learning (0-5) with K-12 stakeholders? 

Alignment of P3 Instructional Practices (Curriculum and Assessment)
Is there curriculum and assessment alignment across community and school P3 settings? What 

mechanisms exist to support alignment? How is the data reviewed and shared? 

Collaborative Leadership/Administrative Structure
Who are the identified leaders for P-3 work? Does the leadership team include cross-sector membership? Is there paid 

staff time to support the implementation of P-3?  



Types and Sources of Data (examples)
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Student Non-
Academic/ 

Demographic Data
- MARSS entry data .
- Enrollment trends.
- Transportation.
- Attendance.
- Food security.
- Housing Security.
- Health Security.

Perception Data
- MDE Family 

Survey.
- Community Needs 

Assessment.
- Observations.
- Focus groups.
- Parent-Teacher 

conference 
reports.

Student Academic 
Data

- Screening
- VPK/SRP 

Measuring Impact. 
- Diagnostic 

assessments.
- Formative 

assessments.
- Work samples.
- MN Common 

Course Catalog.
- P/T Conference 

Reports

Program, Process, 
and Policy Data

- Community Needs 
Assessment.

- VPK/SRP Annual 
Program Survey.

- Teacher-Child 
Observation.

- Leadership 
Capacity. 

- Mapping/analyzing  
system continuity.

- Gap analysis.

Fidelity Data
- Fidelity of 

implementation 
(self-assessed 
using P3 
framework).

- Measures of 
commitment to 
students, 
families, staff, 
school, 
community and 
profession.

System Continuity and Alignment



MDE Family Survey Data
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MDE Family Survey Data, 2
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MDE  >   Districts, Schools and Educators  >   Healthy Schools  >   COVID-19 Updates  >   Public Engagement

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/publicEng/index.htm


Example: Help Me Grow Referral Data
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Example: Help Me Grow Referral Data, cont.
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Average referrals per day 
prior to COVID-19: 

~100

Average referrals per day 
in April/May: 

~20-40

October has been the 
largest month every 

year since 2014 
except one…



Example: VPK/SRP Program Survey Data

• Additional supports offered during the preschool day; 
supports for children who need early intervention. (2)

• Continuity between programs for 3- and 4-year olds. (1)

• Intentional use of data with team meetings. (1)

• Connecting families to their child’s school. (1)

• Alignment of social emotional support system for 
children and their families during crucial developmental 
years. (1)

• Able to communicate the importance of regular 
attendance. (1)

• Staff were involved in year one of Classroom 
Engagement Model. We have had lots of discussion 
about what will change for next year. (1)

• Able to conduct daily interactive reading. (1)
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Example: VPK/SRP Program Survey Data, 2

• Connecting with parents by creating videos and posting them 
online. Examples: meet the teachers, visit the school and 
playground, summer activity ideas, re-enacted kindergarten round-
up. (10)

• Summer curriculum ideas and materials that are given or delivered 
to parents. (5)

• Preschool and kindergarten staff grade level alignment work and 
creating shared transition goals. (4)

• Introductory parent-teacher conferences; kindergarten staff calls to 
parents; opportunities for parents to talk with teachers, spring exit 
interviews with parents. (4)

• Summer hybrid learning events. (4)

• Special events: Round-up; READY for K sessions. (3)

• Using integrated physical classroom space or mixed age-groups that 
minimizes transition anxiety. (2)

• Using parent advisory group feedback. (1)

• Newsletters. (1)
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Outreach, Enrollment, Transition 
and Instructional Considerations
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Outreach and Enrollment in Uncertain Times

Success for students heavily depends 
upon the depth of relationships and 
supports provided by their families, 
schools, and communities.

Family uncertainties and concerns 
present an opportunity for home, 
school, and community partners to 
build deeper, more meaningful and 
long-lasting relationships that help 
meet the needs of all children and 
families. 
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Outreach and Enrollment—Are we using the Data?

How are you using data to inform outreach and 
enrollment efforts? 

• What information are we using to inform decision-
making?

• Have our data collection methods provided a
representative sample of family voice within our
community?

• Have we collaborated with key community early
childhood partners (e.g., Head Start, family and
center-based childcare, etc.) and other
stakeholders (e.g., public library, faith- and interest-
based organizations, etc.) to share data and
strategies for reaching all families with young
children?
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Outreach—Have we done enough?

• How are we continuing to identify 
families with young children?

• Who is best suited to have the first 
interaction with a family and can 
build meaningful connections?

• Have our outreach ideas been 
collaboratively shaped with the 
family?
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Enrollment—How are we doing?

Have you:

• Made direct contact with families who have not enrolled their age-eligible child?

• Raised or provided questions for parents to think about?

• Provided information on what each of the learning models will look like (in-person, 
hybrid, or distance learning)?

• Considered ways to provide support for families choosing not to enroll their age-
eligible children?

• Considered partnerships or other strategies that will support children’s growth and 
development? 
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Transition to Kindergarten—What does our pathway look like? 

Share in the Chat—Transition ideas 
and practices that are making a 
difference.

• How are we building/aligning 
systems that will interactively 
partner ECE professionals and 
families across your community?

• How have your practices helped 
develop relationships that engage 
and build trust with families? 
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Instructional Considerations—What have we learned?

Creating instructional continuity and 
pathways by:

• Creating similar prekindergarten and 
kindergarten learning environments.

• Providing continuity with staffing 
patterns.

• Considering mixed delivery models 
with community partners.

• Understanding what children know 
and can do.
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Assessment Practices

9/17/2020 30Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.state.mn.us



Early Childhood Indicators of Progress (ECIPs)
ECIPs = Foundation

9/17/2020 31Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.state.mn.us

ECIPs

Family 
Partnerships

Curriculum

Assessment

Instruction & 
IEPs

Professional 
Development

Cross-
Program 

Collaboration
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Promoting Coherence 
In Early Learning

KEP-Approved Assessments:
Can be used with ALL children across programs, settings, and ages.

Early Head 
Start             

&            
Head Start

Child Care: 
Parent 
Aware         

(on the list of 
approved 

assessments)

Early Childhood 
Special 

Education    
(strongly 

encouraged for 
COS Ratings)

Voluntary 
Prekindergarten 

and School 
Readiness Plus 

Programs 
(required)

School 
Readiness    

(not required)

Striving 
Readers 

(literacy only)

Kindergarten 
(not required)



Big Picture

Screening Evaluation Assessment
Used to:

Answers:

Identify concerns early and 
link to more evaluation.

Which children need a closer 
look or more comprehensive 

evaluation?

1. Diagnose (medical) 
2. Determine eligibility for 

special education

Does a child meet the eligibility 
criteria for special education and 

related services?

Determine how to best meet a 
child’s learning needs.

1. How should we tailor 
instruction for the child?

2. How do we measure 
progress in learning over 
time?

Program Early Childhood Screening or 
ECSE Program

Special Education
Early Learning Programs                   

(Birth – Third Grade)

Components of a Comprehensive P3 Assessment System (Birth to Third Grade)
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Everyday Assessment Practices
Resources
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Assessment in Early Childhood
(and several sub-pages)

Resources from 
Publishers of KEP-

Approved Assessments

DRDP: You 
Tube Channel, 

webinars, 
regular emails, 
and the DRDP 

website

GOLD: Mighty 
Minutes, 
webinars, 

Ready Rosie 
videos, regular 

emails, and 
support 
website

COR 
Advantage: 

regular emails, 
webinars, and 
How to Videos

MDE-Sponsored KEP 
Assessment Trainings

Trainings now 
offered via 

distance 
learning (not 

in-person)

New COR 
Advantage 
Certified 
Trainers

Use KEP 
Assessment 

Certified 
Trainers for 

coaching and 
TA

Guidance on KEP-
Approved Assessments

COVID-19 Early 
Learning 

Assessment 
Guidance: 

Required KEP-
Approved 

Assessment 
Items

Alignment to 
Child Outcome 
Summary (COS) 

Ratings

Alignment with 
ECIPs and K 
Academic 
Standards
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https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/MDE033467
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBtFxu7TL8b4h5521AXMVmA
https://www.desiredresults.us/scheduled-training
https://www.desiredresults.us/scheduled-training
https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/
https://help.coradvantage.com/hc/en-us/categories/360000239851-Updates-and-Webinars
https://help.coradvantage.com/hc/en-us/articles/360037816712-COR-Advantage-How-to-Videos
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/KEPtr/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/kep/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/MDE033467
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/aligncos/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/highqualel/ELONA/alignwstand/


Everyday Assessment Practices 
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Concrete Everyday 
Assessment 

Practices
(especially valuable during 

Distance Learning)

Social Emotional Well Being

Building Partnerships with 
Families

Connecting to Curriculum & 
Guiding Instruction

Collaboration with Staff

Planning                                     
(be planful)

Efficiency:                        
Using One Observation for 

Multiple Items

9/17/2020



Everyday Assessment Practices 
Authentic Assessment (Observations) = Data

Benefits of Authentic Assessment Across All Learning Models:
• is observation based (the teacher, staff member, or family is responsible for observing/collecting the data/documentation).

• occurs during everyday activities and routines (centers, whole-group instruction, small-group, 1:1, recess, specials, and home-based 
activities).

• can include notes, work samples, drawings, art, videos, or photos.

• can be observations from families.

• incorporates verbal and non-verbal responses.

• can include some direct assessment.

• should be asset-based (focus on strengths and what a child can do, not what they cannot or are not able do).

• relies on the objective observation of the teacher, staff member, or family.

• is an ongoing process, which can help avoid the stress/anxiety associated with one-moment-in-time (high stakes) “tests”.

• can incorporate non-English responses.

• allows children to stay in their everyday activities and routines (no pull-outs for ‘testing’).

36Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.state.mn.us9/17/2020



Everyday Assessment Practices 
Social Emotional Example: Anchor

• Start with one activity that will be your “anchor.”

• Concrete Example: “Draw a picture of you at your last birthday 
party.”

• If you need an idea for an activity, check out: MDE’s 
Prekindergarten Distance Learning Guidance

37Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.state.mn.us

Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)

9/17/2020

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/index.htm


Everyday Assessment Practices 
Social Emotional Example: Connect (ECIPs & Assessment)
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Age: 4-5/Kindergarten Entry

ECIP Domain: Social and 
Emotional

Component S1-3: Self and 
Emotional Awareness

COR Advantage 
Item (Online)

COR Advantage Level Rating for 4-Year-Olds (the 
year prior to kindergarten)

D. Emotions

Level 4: Child tries at first to control how he or she expresses 
emotions but then resorts to physical expression.

Level 5: Child controls the expression of his or her feelings.

E. Building
Relationships with 
Adults

Level 5: Child involves an adult in an activity for an extended 
period of time by assigning a task or role to the adult, working 
with the adult toward a goal the child has in mind, or leading the 
adult in a complex pretend-play scenario.

Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)

9/17/2020



Everyday Assessment Practices 
Collect Data

1. Share and educate the family about: (a) the activity, (b) the goal of the activity, and (c) why the activity is important to you:
a) Ask your child to draw a picture of their last birthday party. Encourage her to try and show how she was feeling at the party.

b) The goal is to allow your child the opportunity to express how she was feeling at her birthday party through drawing.

c) As a teacher, my goal is for your child to be able to express her feelings/emotions. This allows adults and other students to support he and can also help her recognize 
feelings/emotions in other children and adults.

2. Think about the “Ask” you are making to families to collect data (your authentic observation). There is a lot of flexibility in 
how to do this, including:

 Please email/upload/text a photo of the picture and describe what the child said when asked “Can you explain what you drew?”

 Please email/upload/text a photo of the picture and send a video of the child describing what she drew .

 Encourage the family member to ask follow-up questions like “Tell me more about this person/thing in the drawing.”, “What were you feeling at your 
birthday party?”, “Did anybody have a different feeling (or emotion) at your birthday party?”

 Email/upload/text a video of the child drawing her picture (This allows the teacher to also observe fine motor skills).
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Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)
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Everyday Assessment Practices 
Collect Data, 2
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• How will you collect data? Via authentic assessment!!!

• Who is collecting data?
• You

• A special education teacher (who might adapt the activity)

• Another staff member who speaks the child’s/family‘s home language

• A paraprofessional

• The teacher will ask families to send a picture (or video) of the drawing.

Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)

9/17/2020



Everyday Assessment Practices 
Be Efficient (Extend & Expand)
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Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)

9/17/2020

What other domains/items could this activity and associated data (observations) be used to score?

COR Advantage Item

J. Fine-motor skills M. Listening and 
comprehension S. Number and counting

L. Speaking N. Phonological
awareness

T. Geometry: Shapes and 
spatial awareness



Everyday Assessment Practices, 2 
Be Efficient (Extend & Expand)

How will you bring this authentic observation (for your entire class) back to instruction and 
your curriculum?  

• Run a community circle focused on “feelings” and being able to identify their own feelings and those of 
others.

• Run a guided lesson (synchronous or asynchronous) where you demonstrate how to put emotions (feelings) 
onto people.

• Run a guided lesson (synchronous or asynchronous) on how to add body parts.

• Run a guided lesson (synchronous or asynchronous) on how to use shapes to draw people or other objects 
(i.e. sun, hats, houses).

• In a small group, you could illustrate math concepts (graphing/charting) by asking questions like:

• How many of you used blue?

• How many of you drew people?
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Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)
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Everyday Assessment Practices
Family Partnerships Example: Anchor

Start with an activity (from your curriculum or another resource that ties into your curriculum)

Sorting by feature (i.e. color and shape)

43Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.state.mn.us

Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)

9/17/2020



Everyday Assessment Practices
Connect (ECIPs & Assessment)
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Determine which item(s) from the KEP-approved assessment aligns to the skill/knowledge. 

GOLD 
Item # Gold Item/Objective Description

13 Uses classification skills

This activity also has the potential to look at language and speech skills if the child starts 
describing what she is doing, and fine motor (pincer) skills depending on the objects 
being sorted.

GOLD 
Item # Gold Item/Objective Description

9a Uses language to express thoughts and needs - Uses an expanding expressive 
vocabulary

9b Uses language to express thoughts and needs - Speaks clearly

7a Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination - Uses fingers and hands

Understand the Primary Focus within the ECIPs
Age: 4-5/Kindergarten Entry
ECIP Domain: Mathematics - Cognitive
Component M13-14: Data Analysis

Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)



Concrete Example: Making a video for families 

• Today we are going to talk about sorting items based on what we can see!  Sorting is something all of us do on a daily basis.

• We sort our laundry into lights and darks, or we put clean silverware back into the correct slots in the drawer.  

• It’s important to teach and practice sorting with children because it is a way we can get them thinking about how things are 
alike and how they are different.  

• This is a step toward more advanced comparing and contrasting skills that children need throughout school and in daily life. It’s 
also a way to teach children organizational skills and practice using descriptive language.  

• The goal of this activity is to see whether your child can sort items by two different features: color and shape.  Knowing how 
your child responds when you try this activity together helps me plan the best activities to help him or her learn and grow. Is 
she able to sort all the time, some of the time, or none of the time? Then I know which kinds of sorting activities to do over the 
iPad or to send to you at home.
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Everyday Assessment Practices
Explain
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Concrete Example: 

• In this video, I will show you how I would do a sorting activity in the classroom (so that you can do the activity at home). 

• Remember, this activity is about seeing how things can be alike and how things can be different.  

• When I work with your child, first I model the what I would like her to do. Notice how I am thinking/talking out loud 
while I am sorting.  

• I describe what I am doing so the children understand why I sort the items they way I do. I also use descriptive words 
which helps them build their vocabulary.  

• The activity I am demonstrating is sorting by color and shape, so you will hear me use these words a lot: sort, color, 
shape, alike, same, and different.
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Everyday Assessment Practices
Demonstrate
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Everyday Assessment Practices
Demonstrate, 2

Sorting by Color: This shape is a circle. It is 
red. I’m going to put this in my pile of shapes 
that are red. I am sorting by red and blue. 
Red and blue are different colors.

Sorting by Shape: This shape is a triangle. It is 
blue. This triangle needs to go with all the 
other triangles. Triangles and circles are 
different shapes.

Anchor Connect                
(ECIPs & Assessment)

Communicate & 
Demonstrate Collect Data Be Efficient                   

(Extend & Expand)



Concrete Example:  

• We’ve sent home some of these shapes so you can try this activity with your child. NOTE: ask your child to cut the 
shapes out, this will help her develop her fine motor skills.  

• If you can, I’d love it if you could send me a video of your child sorting laundry/foods/toys!  

• There are lots of ways you can practice sorting during everyday activities at home (remember to send along some 
things for families to look for as they are doing this activity): 

• Laundry: ask your child to put the little kid socks into one pile and all the big grown-up socks into a different pile. 

• Kitchen: look at foods in your kitchen and talk about whether they taste sweet or salty. 

• Foods:  talk about foods or drinks that are eaten cold and foods or drinks that are hot.
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Everyday Assessment Practices
Collect Data
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“Look Fors” (for Families)
Sorting:
• Was your child able to sort by color? By shape?  Both?
• What kind of help, if any, did your child need to sort?
• Could they correctly sort all the time, some of the time, or none of the time?

Language:
• Did your child use any words to describe what he or she was doing?
• What words did your child say while she was sorting?

Fine motor:
• How did your child pick up the shapes?
• Did she use the tips of the fingers to make a pincer or the whole hand?
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Everyday Assessment Practices

Anchor Connect                
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How can you extend and expand this authentic observation (for your 
entire class) back to instruction and your curriculum?  

• Run a guided lesson (synchronous) where you demonstrate how to 
sort in other ways (e.g. by different features, by function, or by 
category)

• Provide additional matching activities for children who need more 
work on pre-requisite skills
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Everyday Assessment Practices
Partnering with Families
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Screening Guidance in 
Responding to Referrals
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Consistent Referral Process
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Referrals

2020-21 School Year Planning Guidance
Early Learning > Early Childhood Special Education
• Early Learning partners should continue making referrals

• Programs must respond to all referrals
• Responses should occur within seven to 10 days

• While timeline requirements for the completion of evaluations and assessments have not 
been waived, OCR/OSERS supplemental fact sheet states: “As a general principle, during this 
unprecedented national emergency, public agencies are encouraged to work with parents to 
reach mutually agreeable extensions of time, as appropriate.”

• MDE emphasizes that evaluations and re-evaluations should be completed as soon as 
possible
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https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032934&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf


Prioritizing Referrals

Some things to consider when prioritizing evaluations and re-evaluations 
include:

• whether the child is currently receiving services or needs that initial 
identification in order for delivery of services to start;

• whether identification is necessary for participation in a district or 
community preschool opportunity;

• how much of a suspended evaluation or re-evaluation is left to complete (are 
there some that can be completed with very little additional staff time?); and

• December 1 child count – child must be eligible and on a plan.
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Closing
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ELS Contact Information

Email Addresses:

• Early Learning Services: MDE.ELS@state.mn.us

• Early Childhood Special Education: MDE.ECSE@state.mn.us

• Voluntary Prekindergarten/School Readiness Plus: MDE.VPK@state.mn.us

• Early Learning Scholarships: 

• MDE.PathwayII@state.mn.us for policy/implementation questions.

• MDE.ELSA@state.mn.us for ELSA system questions.
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MDE Early Learning Services Gives You a Round of Applause!!!
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