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The Student Aid Alliance is a coalition of higher education organizations united in our support of federal 
student aid. We support a package of proven student aid programs to help students achieve their higher 
education goals without excessive debt. These programs include Pell Grants, the campus-based programs 
(Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants [SEOG], Federal Work-Study, and Perkins Loans), Leveraging 
Educational Assistance Partnerships (LEAP), Federal Student Loans, Federal TRIO Programs, GEAR UP and 
graduate programs. 
 
While funding has increased for certain higher education programs in recent years, the financial stress of the last 
two years has heightened the need for even more funding in order to meet the growing needs of our nation’s 
students. At the same time, Congress is feeling pressure to reduce the deficit and cut spending, which puts 
popular student aid programs on the chopping block. We work to save student aid. 
 
Members of the Student Aid Alliance include the following organizations: 
 
Alliance for Excellent Education 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education (AACTE) 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing 
(AACN) 
American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic 
Medicine (AACOM) 
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy 
(AACP) 
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers (AACRAO) 
American Association of Community Colleges 
(AACC) 
American Association of State Colleges and 
Universities (AASCU) 
American Council on Education (ACE) 
American Dental Education Association (ADEA) 
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium 
(AIHEC) 
American Society for Engineering Education 
(ASEE) 
American Student Association of Community 
Colleges (ASACC) 
APPA: Leadership in Educational Facilities 
Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic 
Schools (AARTS)  
Association of American Law Schools (AALS) 
Association of American Universities (AAU) 

Association of Community College Trustees 
(ACCT) 
Association of Governing Boards of Universities 
and Colleges (AGB) 
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 
(AJCU) 
Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities 
(APLU) 
Association of Research Libraries (ARL) 
Coalition of Higher Education Assistance 
Organizations (COHEAO) 
College Parents of America (CPA) 
Columbia University 
Consortium of Universities of the Washington 
Metropolitan Area 
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities 
(CCCU) 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) 
Council for Opportunity in Education (COE) 
Council of Graduate Schools (CGS) 
Council of Independent Colleges (CIC) 
Educational Testing Service (ETS) 
EDUCAUSE (EDUCAUSE) 
Georgetown University  
Harvard University  
Massachusetts Institute of Technology  
Michigan State University  
NAFSA: Association of International Educators 



NASSGAP Federal Relations Committee 
National Association for College Admission 
Counseling (NACAC) 
National Association for Equal Opportunity in 
Higher Education (NAFEO) 
National Association of College and University 
Business Officers (NACUBO) 
National Association of College Stores (NACS) 
National Association of Graduate and Professional 
Students (NAGPS) 
National Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities (NAICU) 
National Association of State Student Grant and 
Aid Programs (NASSGAP) 
National Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators (NASFAA) 
National Association of Student Personnel 
Administrators (NASPA) 
National College Access Network (NCAN) 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
National Council for Community and Education 
Partnerships (NCCEP) 
National Council of Higher Education Loan 
Programs, Inc. (NCHELP) 

National Council of University Research 
Administrators (NCURA) 
National Education Association  
New York Higher Education Services Corp.  
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey  
The California State University  
The College Board  
The Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising  
The Hispanic Association of Colleges and 
Universities 
The Ohio State University 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group (US PIRG) 
United Negro College Fund (UNCF) 
United States Student Association (USSA) 
University Professional & Continuing Education 
Association (UPCEA) 
University of California  
University of Maryland System 
University of Michigan  
University of Southern California  
University of Washington  
Utah Valley State College 
Vanderbilt University 
Women’s College Coalition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Background  
 
Over the past five years, federal leaders have made unprecedented changes to the Pell Grant Program and 
Federal Student Loans. Between 2006 and 2011, Congress made significant investments in college financial aid 
by passing the College Cost Reduction and Access Act, the Higher Education and Opportunity Act, the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act. These new laws 
resulted in real gains for students, keeping college accessible during the economic downturn.  
 

More Grants 
 
The Pell Grant Program, the foundation of our nation’s need-based financial aid system, grew from serving just 
over 5 million students annually in 2006 to almost 10 million students now. The program increased funding 
from almost $13 billion a year in 2006 to almost $36 billion a year 2011 through these mandates. The Pell Grant 
maximum grew from $4,310 to $5,550.   
 

Easier Loan Repayment 
 
New repayment tools were created to help students reduce their student loan debt burdens and better manage 
their debt payments. Income Based Repayment allows students to make monthly payments that are within their 
means and forgives unpaid debt after 20 years of repayment. Public Service Loan Forgiveness forgives the debt 
that borrowers choosing public service careers still carry after 10 years.   
 

Better Loan Benefits 
 
Reduced interest rates on student loans for on-time payments and decreased interest rates on subsidized Stafford 
student loans through 2011 have helped to decrease the cost of borrowing for millions of students.  
 

Save Student Aid 
 
The tone has changed in 2011, with many legislators working to reduce the size of the federal government, limit 
or repeal existing taxes and drastically reduce government spending. Because of the significant increases in aid 
during the economic downturn, student aid programs are now under intense scrutiny by budget negotiators.   
 
In recent budget deals, student aid programs were cut by about $30 billion. While $17 billion of this went 
toward shoring up the ever-growing Pell Grant program, the remainder went toward deficit reduction.  Graduate 
student loan benefits, LEAP state grants, and Year-round Pell were all eliminated this summer because of 
budget pressures. TRIO, GEAR UP and SEOG grants were all cut in the name of deficit reduction. We strongly 
believe that the federal budget cannot be balanced on the backs of students.   
 
It is more important than ever to preserve and protect the core federal student aid programs, which work 
together to offer today’s students an opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills that our nation demands 



for a robust economic recovery. Work force projections forecast that by 2018, there will be jobs for as many as 
2.2 million new workers with college degrees, but on our current trajectory, there will be a shortage of 3 million 
workers who need an associate’s degree or higher. In addition, about 2.5 million new jobs will require an 
advanced degree.  
 
As Congress finishes out its fall session, the focus on spending cuts will continue. Two major endeavors are 
underway this fall that could put the student aid programs at risk for being cut. Congress must pass a budget for 
next year, with a new deadline of November 18. We must ensure student aid programs stay fully funded in the 
budget. At the same time, the bipartisan “Super Committee,” created by this summer’s debt ceiling legislation, 
must produce a deficit reduction plan by Thanksgiving. If a deal is struck, then the plan is all but assured 
passage by the entire Congress. It is important to prevent cuts to student aid in that plan. If a deal is not struck, 
inaction will trigger massive government spending cuts across the board, including student aid.   
 
Therefore, as the nation continues to examine how we spend our taxpayer dollars, we must anticipate more 
proposals to cut student aid.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Campaign Plan 
 
Goal 
 
We have done a good job so far in making our case, fighting off the proposals that significantly cut student aid 
and maintaining a solid level of funding. We know that both the public and members of Congress think 
education is important, and once reminded, are willing to act in support of student aid. So, this fall, our goal is 
to fend off cuts to student aid by educating the public and lawmakers about the value of these programs.  
 
Strategy and Tactics 
 
Our main tactic is to secure a large number of signers to our ‘Save Student Aid’ statement of support from 
college administrators, faculty, and students. As we gain mass signatories we will alert the media to generate 
interest and support among the broader public for student aid.  
 
We will also meet with local Congressional offices, educating them on the importance of student aid programs, 
and bringing signed support statements, student government endorsements and any media coverage already 
generated.  
 
Throughout the campaign we will keep the focus on the Pell Grant program. It is recognizable and compelling 
to the public. Almost 10 million students receive a Pell Grant now, and millions of graduates have received a 
Pell Grant in the past. However, we may need to act to defend other student aid programs so we will alert you if 
this is the case.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Resources 
 

Quick research to get started 
 
First, you will need to know who your Senators are, so if you’re not sure, visit www.senate.gov to find out. To 
find who represents your campus in the US House, visit www.house.gov and plug in your zip code.   
 
Second, it will be helpful to know how many students at your campus receive Pell Grants and what the average 
grant award is. It may also be helpful to know how many Pell Grant recipients are in your state and what the 
average grant award is statewide, so you can include local statistics when you are talking to those on campus or 
to your Congressional members’ staffers. The office of financial aid should have the most accurate, recent 
information on Pell Grant recipients at your college.   
 
A list of state and district specific grant and loan information is available here: 
http://www.naicu.edu/special_initiatives/federal-student-aid-awarded-by-state-and-congressional-district 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Statewide Pell Grant Data 
 
                                 Academic Year 2012-13 

State or Area                                  $5,550 Maximum Grant 

 Aid Available Recipients Avg. Award 

Alabama $703,000,000  182,206  $3,858  

Alaska $29,700,000  8,617  $3,447  

Arizona 
$2,025,800,00
0  614,796  $3,295  

Arkansas $378,500,000  96,831  $3,909  

California 
$3,920,800,00
0  1,059,326  $3,701  

Colorado $540,600,000  153,959  $3,511  

Connecticut $255,900,000  74,060  $3,455  

Delaware $59,600,000  16,953  $3,516  
District of 
Columbia $150,600,000  45,571  $3,305  

Florida 
$2,323,800,00
0  599,408  $3,877  

Georgia 
$1,239,100,00
0  321,596  $3,853  

Hawaii $73,400,000  19,267  $3,810  

Idaho $192,500,000  49,859  $3,861  

Illinois 
$1,538,900,00
0  404,009  $3,809  

Indiana $730,300,000  208,459  $3,503  

Iowa $736,100,000  209,992  $3,505  

Kansas $287,900,000  78,443  $3,670  

Kentucky $539,700,000  141,744  $3,808  

Louisiana $525,900,000  133,004  $3,954  

Maine $121,000,000  32,185  $3,760  

Maryland $448,000,000  125,732  $3,563  

Massachusetts $523,500,000  139,470  $3,753  

Michigan 
$1,276,300,00
0  353,537  $3,610  

Minnesota $530,300,000  151,845  $3,492  

Mississippi $514,900,000  123,147  $4,181  

Missouri $670,000,000  183,333  $3,655  

Montana $95,200,000  24,413  $3,900  

Nebraska $155,900,000  44,292  $3,520  

Nevada $117,900,000  33,607  $3,508  



New 
Hampshire $78,300,000  21,815  $3,589  

New Jersey $731,300,000  189,457  $3,860  

New Mexico $249,200,000  68,228  $3,652  

New York 
$2,566,200,00
0  548,058  $4,682  

North Carolina $902,800,000  255,286  $3,536  

North Dakota $73,600,000  19,228  $3,828  

Ohio 
$1,363,100,00
0  374,478  $3,640  

Oklahoma $414,300,000  109,426  $3,786  

Oregon $418,000,000  113,512  $3,682  

Pennsylvania 
$1,115,400,00
0  308,587  $3,615  

Rhode Island $137,900,000  37,035  $3,724  

South Carolina $492,400,000  130,898  $3,762  

South Dakota $99,900,000  27,210  $3,671  

Tennessee $708,100,000  188,286  $3,761  

Texas 
$2,470,900,00
0  664,423  $3,719  

Utah $355,400,000  98,638  $3,603  

Vermont $50,300,000  13,588  $3,702  

Virginia $678,800,000  184,118  $3,687  

Washington $522,100,000  142,517  $3,663  

West Virginia $249,900,000  63,156  $3,957  

Wisconsin $442,100,000  121,771  $3,631  

Wyoming $46,500,000  12,550  $3,705  

Puerto Rico 
$1,136,800,00
0  276,549  $4,111  

U.S. 
Territories $64,800,000  15,966  $4,059  

Total 
$36,073,200,0
00  9,614,441  $3,752  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Save Student Aid Statement of Support 
 
We have less than two months before Congress needs to come up with a plan for over $1.2 trillion in spending 
reductions so we need to generate a lot of public support quickly. We urge you to sign the statement online, and 
pass it on to your friends and colleagues for them to sign as well. 
 
Please go to http://action.studentaidalliance.org/5371/save-student-aid-statement-support/ to sign the statement 
and be counted on our main page. 
 
We will follow up with you to take additional action in support of student aid funding over the next few months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Contacting the Media 
(See http://studentaidalliance.org/working-the-media/ ) 
 
Reaching out to your local media will help ensure that the message of the Student Aid Alliance is heard by 
policymakers in Washington, D.C.  
 
This includes activities such as setting up editorial board meetings, writing letters to the editor and op-ed pieces, 
participating in radio talk shows, and publicizing campus events. If you hold an event to raise awareness or 
encourage action, but you don’t invite the media, then the event didn’t happen as far as most people are 
concerned. 
  
Local and regional as well as national news stories and opinion pieces are a good way to send your message to 
Congress and the White House. Stories on issues of interest are clipped by staff in the district offices of 
representatives, and then faxed to the Washington, D.C., office to be read by your member of Congress–usually 
within 24 hours. The White House also regularly monitors regional news coverage. 
  
Because the Alliance does not have a multi-million-dollar budget to deliver the message about federal student 
aid, it relies heavily on this kind of “free” media exposure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Contacting Congress 
(See http://studentaidalliance.org/contact-congress/ ) 
 
It is impossible to overstate the importance of constituents communicating the Alliance’s message to members 
of Congress. The opinions that count most to representatives are those of the people who live in their district. 
Without your advocacy, a significant federal investment in student aid will not happen! 
 
Sign our petition in support of federal student aid.  
 
The U.S. House of Representatives (www.house.gov):  
This website lists all members of the House with their telephone numbers and addresses. Also available are the 
House floor schedule, committee assignments and schedules, and information on legislation and the legislative 
process, as well as links to other branches of the government–the White House, the Senate, and the judiciary. 
 
The U.S. Senate (www,senate.gov):  
The Senate website provides similar information on senators. 
 
THOMAS (www.thomas.gov):  
The THOMAS website is maintained by the Library of Congress. Through Thomas, you can obtain the full text 
of bills introduced in Congress, the Congressional Record, links to the House and Senate Web sites, schedules 
for C-SPAN, and much, much more. 

 
Write Letters 
 
The simplest way to contact your member of Congress is to write a letter. A letter-writing component should be 
included in every activity you sponsor. 
 
While letter-writing campaigns are one of the most effective ways to contact Congress, they may not be the 
most efficient method today. Since the Capitol Hill anthrax scare, it takes regular U.S. Mail six to eight weeks 
to arrive in members’ offices. 
 
We suggest using the techniques outlined for letter-writing campaigns, but instead of sending your message 
through regular mail, use email or fax. Remember to include your address in your email or fax. 
 
Written contacts fall into three general groups: personal letters, open letters or postcards, and petitions. Since 
congressional offices prioritize the correspondence they receive, and respond accordingly, some types of 
communication are more effective than others. 
 
Personal letters: Along with phone calls, personal letters command the greatest amount of attention in 
congressional offices. Letters should be brief, concise, and neat. State your message clearly at the start of the 
letter (“I’m contacting you because I want you to vote to substantially increase funding for federal student aid”). 



Then give the details of your personal story (“I am attending college today because of the federal student aid I 
receive”). Keep it short, and don’t forget to provide your return address. 
 
Open letters: Although they do not carry the weight of a personal letter, open letters are the next best thing. 
Typically, they consist of a half-page preprinted message, followed by space for the writer to personalize the 
letter. Open letters can be used effectively at rallies, voter registration drives, and other events. They send a 
consistent message, while being both personal and easy to use. 
 
Preprinted postcards and petitions: Postcards and petitions are the least effective form of communication, 
since they receive the least amount of attention in a congressional office. However, they can be a powerful tool 
to demonstrate interest in an issue. Delivering 5,000 postcards to members of Congress the day before a critical 
vote on federal student aid will let them know that their constituents care about helping students go to college. 
 

Visit Your Elected Officials 
 
Visit with your members of Congress as often as possible. Any time you travel to Washington, D.C., be sure to 
schedule a meeting with your member of Congress or the staff members responsible for higher education issues. 
Members also have time for constituents during congressional recesses, when they visit their district office(s). 
Maintaining a steady dialogue with them, even when there are no pending votes, will benefit your campus and 
the cause of federal student aid in the long run. 
 
Make an appointment: Call your member’s Washington or district office and ask to speak with the scheduler. 
Explain that you are a concerned citizen and want to meet with your representative to talk about student aid. If 
the representative is not available, make an appointment with the legislative assistant who covers education or 
budget and appropriations matters instead. They understand the issues you are concerned with, and will make 
sure your message gets to the representative. 
 
Be prepared: Go into the meeting with specific information and examples of how federal student aid increases 
will effect you and the people of the representative’s district. (Your institution’s financial aid office can provide 
you with figures.) Take with you a fact sheet that you can leave behind, such as the Summary of the Alliance 
Funding Proposal.  
 
Be brief: Respect the busy schedules of representatives and their staff. A typical appointment might be about 20 
minutes. Do not overstay your allotted time. 
 
Follow up: After your meeting, write a note to the representative and the aides with whom you met. Thank them 
for their time, and reiterate why student aid is so important to you. 
 

Tell Your Story 
 
The best voice in support of student aid funding is your own.  When you communicate with members of 
Congress or the press – whether in person or in writing – make sure to tell your own story.  Give a brief 
description of your college experience, your major, the job you are preparing for, etc., and the importance of 
student aid in helping you get where you are today! 
 
Please share those stories with others, too! 
 
http://studentaidalliance.org/category/student-stories/ on the Student Aid Alliance website, or Facebook page. 



 
 

Discussion Points 
(See http://studentaidalliance.org/contact-congress/discussion-points/)  
 

Why should the federal government help students go to college? 
 
The opportunity to gain a college education helps advance the American ideals of progress and equality. The 
precedent for direct aid to students was set by the 1944 G.I. Bill, and expanded in the National Defense 
Education Act of 1958. The Higher Education Act of 1965, which formed the basis for the current federal 
student aid system, embodied the principle that all qualified students should be able to attend college, regardless 
of their financial means. Without financial aid, a majority of students would be unable to go to college. 
  
A college education benefits not only the individual, but our country and economy as a whole. A highly 
educated work force has become an essential component of economic growth and competitiveness–it is 
estimated that increases in national educational attainment have accounted for almost 30 percent of the growth 
in national income in the 20th century. Because they earn more, save more, and are unemployed less frequently, 
college graduates make fewer demands on the public purse and pay more taxes. When the federal government 
helps students attend college, it invests in our nation’s future and ensures that students are prepared with the 
skills to perform the jobs of the 21st century. 
 

The Value of Higher Education 
 
College is the best investment in America’s future. It is fundamental to our economic growth.  
 
There are many investments we can choose to make the future more secure. But one investment in particular 
gives back high returns: a college education. 
 
America is focused on the nation’s economic recovery. The strength of our nation depends on the strength of 
our people, who strongly believe that a college degree is the key to achieving their education, training, and 
employment goals. The increase in the number of Pell Grant recipients over the last few years demonstrates that 
the federal investment in student aid pays off—workers know they can retool their skills to get better jobs with 
the help of federal student aid. 
 
America’s knowledge-based economy will require more college graduates. Its economic concerns will be met 
through highly trained innovators. 
 
Each additional year of education is estimated to increase real economic output by 5 percent to as much as 20 
percent. This relationship will only grow stronger in the future. Over the next decade, more than two-thirds of 
the 46.8 million new jobs created in our knowledge-based economy will require postsecondary education; yet, 
experts project that the United States will fall short by millions of workers. To meet this demand, we have to 
ensure that all Americans have the education and training they need. 
 



As America redoubles its efforts to strengthen the economy, Congress should make increased funding for the 
student aid programs a key part of achieving these national priorities. Well-educated and trained Americans 
have long used their knowledge, skills, and creativity to defend our nation’s economic growth through 
innovations in science, technology, and industry. 
 
America is a powerful nation. If we are to remain strong, we need to reinvigorate the federal government’s 
commitment to proven student aid programs, which give motivated students, regardless of background, the 
opportunity to grow individually and contribute to society’s well being. 
 
Investing in federal student aid will ensure that every student has the opportunity to excel. 
 
At a time when college enrollment is projected to skyrocket, and state budget cuts are driving up college prices, 
federal funding levels that don’t keep pace with inflation leave low- and middle-income students nowhere to 
turn. The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance reports that during the current decade, between 
1.4 million and 2.4 million bachelor’s degrees will likely be lost to students who are academically prepared for 
college. Their only barrier will be a lack of resources. As the nation sees an increase in college-qualified 
students, more of them will have to rely on federal student aid programs to help them achieve their dreams. 
 
While the federal government’s spending on student aid is less than 1 percent of the federal budget, it is 
absolutely vital. Continued increases in the maximum Pell Grant award, and increased funding for the campus-
based programs—SEOG, Federal Work-Study, and Perkins Loans—are essential to meet the needs of this 
growing student population. 
 
Student aid pays for itself by stimulating the economy, expanding the tax base, and increasing productivity. 
There are many competing priorities for funding across the government, and limited resources to deal with 
them. But if we are serious about revitalizing our economy and producing a skilled workforce for the future, it 
is hard to think of any other investment with as good as a return as higher education. And if we are truly 
committed to K-12 reform, we have to be equally serious about making sure that the funding for federal student 
aid grows to accommodate these students. 
 
 
 
 


