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As Budget Negotiations Ramp Up, National Coalition Urges Congress to 
Eliminate Fraudulent and Wasteful Spending in Lieu of Across-the-Board 

Cuts to Medicare or Increased Fees for Beneficiaries 

– Fight Fraud First! Coalition Issues Letter to Policymakers and Launches Online Petition In 
Support of Program Integrity Reforms – 

WASHINGTON (December 11, 2012) – As Congress heads into another week of critical budget 
negotiations, a coalition of national organizations representing seniors, persons with disabilities, military 
veterans and minorities who advocate for the elimination of waste, fraud and abuse in Medicare and 
Medicaid, is again urging lawmakers to find significant savings from program integrity reforms prior to 
increasing the cost-sharing burden that seniors already bear or imposing further cuts on the providers who 
serve them.  

In the letters issued yesterday to Senate and House Leadership, members of the Fight Fraud First! 
Coalition wrote: “…we are dedicated to finding policy solutions that strengthen America’s vital 
healthcare programs.  Recognizing that up to an estimated ten percent of Medicare funding is lost to 
waste, fraud, and abuse each year, our organizations came together in the collective belief that eradicating 
these inefficiencies is the most prudent approach to reducing federal spending within the Medicare 
program.” 

Since 2011, the Fight Fraud First! Coalition has united a broad range of stakeholders who urge that 
Medicare and Medicaid savings be achieved by stopping improper payments and preventing fraud and 
abuse. Government data show that healthcare fraud and abuse cost taxpayers billions of dollars with up to 
10 percent of Medicare dollars lost to fraud, abuse, and waste. 

“In their efforts to tackle the formidable task of reducing federal spending, some lawmakers have 
proposed copayments and other cost-sharing for seniors – many of whom are low income and have 
already paid into the Medicare system all of their lives,” said Marine Lieutenant General Jack Klimp 
(ret.), President and CEO of the National Association for Uniformed Services, a member of the Fight 
Fraud First! Coalition. “This approach is unfair and puts the burden on seniors, when a small group of 
bad actors is allowed to operate and siphon billions that should be used for seniors’ healthcare.” 

“Not only are across-the-board cuts to Medicare and Medicaid and new or increased copayments directly 
harmful to seniors, they would also have a snowball effect that could result in job losses, loss of service 
providers, reduced access for seniors, less care received, and more expensive health conditions down the 
road,” added Grace Boatright, Legislative Director for the National Grange, also a member of the Fight 
Fraud First! Coalition. 



	  

	  

In addition to issuing its letter to Congress this week, the Fight Fraud First! Coalition is also launching 
on online petition for stakeholders, patients and concerned Americans who would like policymakers to 
advance program integrity reform solutions. The petition, which will be delivered to the Congress, is 
available online at act.americansagainstfraud.org. 

### 

Fight Fraud First! is a collaborative effort on behalf of seniors, persons with disabilities, military veterans, and family members 
to advocate for the elimination of waste, fraud, and abuse in Medicare and Medicaid. To achieve this goal, the FFF! Coalition 
believes that the smartest and easiest place to start is taking on bad actors within these programs. To learn more, visit 
act.americansagainstfraud.org. 

 


