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Yukon takes over temporary foreign worker
program
Companies can hire up to 50 foreigners if they prove they could not find
Canadians
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The Yukon government has taken over the temporary foreign worker program from the federal government.

It's a one-year pilot project which business people had been asking for as they wanted a faster way to bring
temporary workers to the territory.

Hundreds of foreign workers have already come under the existing Yukon-run nominee program.

The new program will let companies hire up to 50 foreigners, provided the foreign employees don't stay for
more than a year.

Some in industry think it's a good policy, while others think the numbers are too high.

Yukon Federation of Labour President Vikki Quocksister said that on some level, every job given to a
temporary foreign worker is one less job available to a Canadian

“I think that is an extremely high number. We still have a large unemployment rate in Yukon,” she said.

The unemployment rate is just over four per cent, which is half the national average.

Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce President Rick Karp said the policy fills a need for specialized workers.

“If you're looking at the mining sector, then you're looking at specific skilled workers if you're looking at
skilled trades, we're short,” he said.

When this policy was drafted, a big focus was on mining. But with the industry slowing down, Chamber of
Mines President Mike Kokiw said the problem isn't too few workers, it's not enough jobs.

“We are looking at a slump in the season, so with people being laid off we are looking for an extra work
pool,” he said.

To qualify for the temporary foreign worker program, companies must demonstrate they have been
unsuccessful in finding Canadian workers.
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Mackenna Wilson
How is this legally possible? The Harper government must have agreed to let Yukon take over the program. The
potential for abuse just skyrocketed.
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wundering
Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce 

"Putting Canadians out of work one TFW at a time!" 

and proud of it
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storm-in-yukon
We live on one partial government pension. We get by and do not have an extravagant lifestyle. 

It is usually difficult and unhealthy to stay for an extended period in a government job and the public service culture.
I’m sure it’s not a bad situation for everyone but even with generous sick days and holidays, union representation and
harassment protocols- the workplace environment is usually not very healthy. 
We have decided that we no longer want to work. It is not unreasonable to want to ... » more» more
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intheirshoes
Rick Karp is just looking for the cheap way out. If specialized workers are needed, then training should be provided. 

A true Yukoner wouldn't outsource jobs to foreigners when there are unemployed already in the territory.
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johnnyfive
That 4 percent figure is obviously misleading when you have reports coming in from Yukon Stats Bureau showing
that over 25 percent of Yukoners eligible to work do not participate in employment at all... are those just figures from
EI? Yukon Employment Stats - http://www.eco.gov.yk.ca/stats/pdf/employment_jun13.pdf
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angieb77
It really should be Canadians first!
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Arctic Dude
Nice to see Mike Kokiw school Karp in the reality of the mining workforce. All Rick want's is cheap labor and he's
not above exaggerating to get it. 

Heck it's so bad that people are starting business with a business plan totally dependent on TFWs without even
considering local hire. That's enough to make a person that loves this country and it's people want to break down and
cry. 

Also nice to see our unions finally get on board and start criticizing this attack on Canadian jobs. For too ... » more» more
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Backwards6
There is a company in my town that employees 120 temporary workers. 

They put adds in the paper every week looking for painters, general construction laborers etc. I was told during an
interview for an office position they often put adds in just to see what the local pool is. 

I happen to know many people in this community who would willingly work there, for the higher wage without
having to commute to the bigger centers around here. However, they apply and don't get hired. 

All a company ... » more» more
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captain_canuck
@Backwards6 This dangerous game has put wages and workers benefits into a race to the bottom.
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