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Snakes, rats, bedbugs, abuse. Migrant worker

complaints expose underside of Canada’s seasonal

agriculture program

Mexican migrant workers struggle to report problems they face on Canadian farms. When they do,

those complaints are rarely shared with the Canadian government.
NEWS 0ct 14,2019 by Sara Mojtehedzadeh and Melissa Renwick Toronto Star

Mexican migrant workers' education
Highest level completed, 2010-18

High School/ I 1,877

Vocational
Middle School* 84,856
Primary School 59,788

Did not complete
primary school 2

*Middle school age 12-15

SOURCE: MEXICAN MINISTRY OF LABOUR STAR GRAPHIC
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Complaints by Mexican migrant workers, 2009-18

The Star obtained a never-before-published trove of complaints lodged with the Mexican Ministry of Labour.
The bulk of the grievances have never been passed to the Canadian government.

Housing 1,245

Working conditions

Payment issues

Verbal abuse

Delayed or denied medical
attention

Illegal or unexplained wage
deductions

Workplace safety issues

Retaliation for complaints

Lack of work

Lack of or dangerous
transportation

Inaction on complaints to
consulate
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