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Federal government reverses decision that 14-year-old is medically inadmissible
 
By Tara Carman, Vancouver Sun June 24, 2015
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Karen Talosig (right) got the good news Wednesday that Citizenship and Immigration Canada has reversed its
decision and granted permanent residency to her daughter Jazmine (left), who is deaf. This photo was taken on a
recent trip to the Philippines.

VANCOUVER -- Citizenship and Immigration Canada has reversed its decision to deny permanent residency to the 14-year-old daughter of a
Vancouver caregiver from the Philippines because she is deaf.

This means Jazmine Talosig will likely be able to join her mother, Karen Talosig, in Vancouver, after seven years of separation.

Talosig received a letter from C.I.C.'s Manila office early Wednesday stating that her visas for permanent residency were ready to be issued,
subject to a final admissibility review by an immigration officer.

"I'm over the moon," Karen Talosig said of the decision. "I was so happy and relieved."

Talosig was previously told by C.I.C. that her daughter was inadmissible to Canada on medical grounds because the school district would have to
apply for more than $90,000 in special education funding in order to accommodate her. C.I.C.'s Manila office made the determination despite
letters from both the B.C. School for the Deaf, where Jazmine has already been accepted, and the host school district of Burnaby that both could
accommodate her without applying for any additional funding.
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The decision comes after the immigration department received a letter from B.C. Education Minister Peter Fassbender in support of the school
district's position, which is mentioned in C.I.C.'s letter to Talosig. The case was also covered by numerous media outlets across Canada,
including a front-page story in The Vancouver Sun.

Talosig's Member of Parliament, Liberal Joyce Murray, also wrote a letter of support.

"I'm really delighted that it looks like Jazmine will be able to come to Canada," said Murray, adding that staff in her office have worked on the
case for more than a year. "We were all concerned that Karen's daughter was essentially deemed medically inadmissible because she was deaf,
and that would have meant that Karen would not have been able to become a permanent resident, even though she has worked in really
demanding jobs caring for elderly people (and) children as a live-in caregiver for many, many years."

Jazmine does not know about the decision yet because she is at a boarding school without a phone, three hours from where she lives with her
grandparents, Talosig said.

She has asked her mother to pick Jazmine up from the school on Thursday, but not to tell her the news. Jazmine will find out when she logs into
Facebook, Talosig said.

She hopes to have Jazmine in Canada by the end of July, in time to start at the B.C. School for the Deaf in September.

"Everything is ready. Everything is in place, even the house that we're going to move into," she said, adding that she plans to quit one of the four
jobs she now works so she'll have time to spend with her daughter.

"It's a dream come true because ... I (wanted) to come to Canada, work here and be able to bring Jazmine here and live here together."

Talosig said she is grateful to Helene Whitfield, one of her employers, for advocating with politicians on her behalf.

"I don't even know how to thank her," she said, adding that she is also grateful to Immigration Minister Chris Alexander "for doing the right
thing."

tcarman@vancouversun.com

twitter.com/tarajcarman

===

Click here to report a typo or visit vancouversun.com/typo.

Is there more to this story? We'd like to hear from you about this or any other stories you think we should know about. CLICK HERE or go to
vancouversun.com/moretothestory
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