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More on the Strange Economics of Tempora
Foreign Workers

Posted by Andrew Jackson under labour market, migrant workers, temporary
workers.

July 9th, 2007

Comments: 4

Further to my and David Green’s posts on the strange economics of temporary
foreign workers ..

http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2007/02/08/the-strange-economics-of-

temporary-foreign-workers/

http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2007/06/28 /the-economics-of-

temporary-foreign-workers/

it is strking to observe that such workers are NOT overwhelmingly concentrated
in the Western provinces with well below average unemployment rates. In fact,
data presented to an Alberta consultation on the program by the Alberta
Federation of Labour show that almost half (44.7%) of the 166,239 temporary
foreign workers in Canada in December, 2006 were to be found in Ontario —
more than in Alberta (13.5%) and BC (21.8%) combined. And, of the 23,534
increase in the number of TFWs over the last year, 8,785 was in Ontario — almost
equal to Ontario’s share of the national job market.

Even the mainstream commentators who think that Canada has a “tight” job
market concede some considerable slack in Ontario as industrial jobs are shed in
large numbers. So what’s going on here? Are Ontario employers really unable to
recruit in the province — or is this program just a tap to be opened on employer
request without regard for the real state of the job market?

Share and Enjoy:
20QLEHDL Y

PEF home page and weblog

Search for:

Recent Blog
Posts

Why the City of
Vancouver should

divest from fossil fuels
The Staple Theory @
50: Dan Ciuriak

This is Not the

Saskatchewan NDP’s
Official Position

Kari Polanyi-Levitt’s
New Book

What happened to the
recovery?

Royalties should be

the Keystone of
Saskatchewan’s

Petroleum Policy
The Staple Theory @
50: Gord Laxer

IPCC: Time for a
Global Carbon Budget

The Staple Theory @
50: Hugh Grant and
David Wolfe

Sask. Party Spin
Outstrips Population

Growth

The Staple Theory @
50: Abe Rotstein
The Staple Theory @

50: Introduction to a
Special Blog Series

The benefits of sick
leave — and of
absenteeism

The Blackberry mess
and what Canada
needs

The rise and fall (and
rise?) of Blackberry —
the story that just
won't quit

Regina’s P3
Columnists

Inflation Slump
Validates Low Interest

Rates

What'’s the real risk
and cost for Regina’s
wastewater P3?
More on alternate
measures of
unemployment



http://www.progressive-economics.ca/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/relentless/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/bloggers/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/rss-feed/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/comments-policy/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/about-pef/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/steering-committee/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/cea-meetings-and-jkg-prize/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/pef-canadian-economics-association/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/student-essay-contest/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/links/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/join-the-pef/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/contact-us/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/andrew-jackson/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/angella-macewen/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/armine-yalnizyan/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/arun-dubois/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/bruce-livesey/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/david-macdonald/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/ellen-russell/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/eric-pineault/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/erin-weir/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/iglika-ivanova/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/jim-stanford/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/keith-newman/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/marc-lee/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/author/marjorie-cohen/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/10/09/why-the-city-of-vancouver-should-divest-from-fossil-fuels/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/10/09/the-staple-theory-50-dan-ciuriak/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/10/09/unofficial-sask-ndp/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/10/06/kari-polanyi-levitts-new-book/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/10/03/what-happened-to-the-recovery/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/10/03/royalties-keystone-saskatchewan/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/10/01/the-staple-theory-50-gord-laxer/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/27/ipcc-time-for-a-global-carbon-budget/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/27/the-staple-theory-50-hugh-grant-and-david-wolfe/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/26/sask-party-spin-outstrips-population-growth/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/24/the-staple-theory-50-abe-rotstein/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/24/the-staple-theory-50-introduction-to-a-special-blog-series/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/24/the-benefits-of-sick-leave-and-of-absenteeism/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/24/the-blackberry-mess-and-what-canada-needs/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/24/the-rise-and-fall-and-rise-of-blackberry-the-story-that-just-wont-quit/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/23/regina-p3-columnists/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/20/inflation-slump-validates-low-interest-rates/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/19/whats-the-real-risk-and-cost-for-reginas-wastewater-p3/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2013/09/19/more-on-alternate-measures-of-unemployment/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2007/07/09/study-on-unemployment-in-sweden-vs-the-us/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2007/07/10/the-oecd-on-why-manufacturing-still-matters/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2007/07/09/more-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/category/labour-market/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/category/migrant-workers/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/category/temporary-workers/
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2007/07/09/more-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers/#comments
http:/
http:/
http://www.printfriendly.com/print/new?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F&title=More%20on%20the%20Strange%20Economics%20of%20Temporary%20Foreign%20Workers%20&bodytext=Further%20to%20my%20and%20David%20Green%27s%20posts%20%20on%20the%20strange%20economics%20of%20%20temporary%20foreign%20workers%20%20..%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F02%2F08%2Fthe-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F06%2F28%2F
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F&title=More%20on%20the%20Strange%20Economics%20of%20Temporary%20Foreign%20Workers%20
http://delicious.com/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F&title=More%20on%20the%20Strange%20Economics%20of%20Temporary%20Foreign%20Workers%20&notes=Further%20to%20my%20and%20David%20Green%27s%20posts%20%20on%20the%20strange%20economics%20of%20%20temporary%20foreign%20workers%20%20..%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F02%2F08%2Fthe-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F06%2F28%2F
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F&t=More%20on%20the%20Strange%20Economics%20of%20Temporary%20Foreign%20Workers%20
http://buzz.yahoo.com/submit/?submitUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F&submitHeadline=More%20on%20the%20Strange%20Economics%20of%20Temporary%20Foreign%20Workers%20&submitSummary=Further%20to%20my%20and%20David%20Green%27s%20posts%20%20on%20the%20strange%20economics%20of%20%20temporary%20foreign%20workers%20%20..%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F02%2F08%2Fthe-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F06%2F28%2F&submitCategory=science&submitAssetType=text
http://twitter.com/home?status=More%20on%20the%20Strange%20Economics%20of%20Temporary%20Foreign%20Workers%20%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F07%2F09%2Fmore-on-the-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F&title=More%20on%20the%20Strange%20Economics%20of%20Temporary%20Foreign%20Workers%20&annotation=Further%20to%20my%20and%20David%20Green%27s%20posts%20%20on%20the%20strange%20economics%20of%20%20temporary%20foreign%20workers%20%20..%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F02%2F08%2Fthe-strange-economics-of-temporary-foreign-workers%2F%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.progressive-economics.ca%2F2007%2F06%2F28%2F

Cohen

Mathieu Dufour
Mel Watkins
Nick Falvo
Regan Boychuk

Toby Sanger
Wenonah Bradshaw

History of RPE
Thought

October 2013
September 2013
August 2013
July 2013

June 2013

May 2013

April 2013
March 2013
February 2013

January 2013
December 2012

November 2012
October 2012
September 2012
August 2012
July 2012

June 2012

May 2012

April 2012
March 2012
February 2012

January 2012
December 2011

November 2011
October 2011
September 2011
August 2011
July 2011

June 2011

May 2011

April 2011
March 2011
February 2011

January 2011
December 2010

November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010

July 2010
June 2010

Comments

Comment from Marc Lee
Time: July 9, 2007, 1:23 pm

Interesting. It might be worth noting that Ontario has 39.4% of employed people,
Alberta 11.3% and BC 13.3% — so temporary workers are disproportionately in those
three provinces, with BC being the most out of line.

Comment from Darwin O’Connor
Time: July 10, 2007, 6:31 am

I think a lot of them in Ontario work on harvesting because Ontario grows crops that
are a more labour intensive to harvest then what is grown in the west. There are
stories about them in the media regularly.

Comment from Chris Smillie
Time: July 10, 2007, 10:31 am

It is also interesting to note the top two “foreign worker” source countries are two of
our closest neigbours and trading partners.

Some of the Ontario numbers can be attributed to industrial plant shutdowns — ie oil
refineries in Quebec and Ontario .

Comment from Stuart Murray
Time: July 10, 2007, 4:40 pm

Also, let’s remember that when people immigrate to Canada they are far more likely
to choose Toronto as their destination. There is just way more cultural diversity in

Toronto, such that it’s easier to get by in your native tongue in certain neighborhoods.

I think Vancouver is the #2 destination.
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