
FORETOLD 

 
Isaiah 53 is one of the great prophecies concerning the mission of Jesus to the earth.  Let’s take a quick glance at this 

chapter. 

Isaiah foretells the rejection of Jesus (53:1-3).  Unwise and hard-hearted men “despised” Jesus (53:3).  Besides trying 

to kill him more than once (Luke 4:30; John 8:59; 10:39), they would also attribute his work to the power of Satan 

(Matt.12:22ff).  Even in the face of the Lord’s raw power (“the arm of the Lord”), they still did not believe in Him 

(53:1-2; John 12:37-41).  Honesty is still a crucial virtue today (cf. Acts 17:11-12). 

Isaiah foretells the compassion of Jesus as well.  Jesus was a “man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (53:3).  He 

took time to listen, heal, teach, and grieve with others.  “Jesus wept” (John 11:35) is a powerful testimony to who 

He was and who we should be. 

Isaiah foretells the wounds of Jesus.  The statement – “he was wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised for 

our iniquities” – describes two realities:  his endurance of the cross and his bearing the punishment of death, which 

is the consequence of sin (Romans 6:23).  Truly, the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (53:6) and “with his 

stripes, we are healed” (I Peter 2:24).  Also note Isaiah 53:10 and 53:12 – “his soul made an offering for sin” and “he 

bore the sin of many.”  The death of Jesus was part of “the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God”  

(Acts 2:23). 

Isaiah 53 is packed full of rich truth concerning our Savior.  Perhaps, we can do an in-depth study soon, but note the 

following: 

• Crucified among thieves (53:12). 

• Died completely innocent (53:9). 

• Buried by a rich man (53:9). 

• Resurrected from the dead (53:10) . 

-David  
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Opportunity to serve 

Midway will be preparing weekend take home food bags for 
approximately 65 children in our county schools. We will be doing this 
every weekend during the months of January and April. There will be a 
designated area in the fellowship hall to place your food items. There 
will be examples of items in boxes for you to see. Please see Jamie & 
Dana for any questions.   

ITEMS NEEDED: 

• Applesauce pouches/cups 
• Fruit cups 
• Granola bars 
• Peanut butter/Cheese crackers 
• Snack size Slim Jims 
• Microwave Mac & Cheese cups 
• Vienna Sausages 
• Microwave soup cups, examples-Ravioli, Spaghetti & Meatballs, 

Chicken Noodle, etc. 
• Fruit Snacks 
• Individual pks of Trail Mix. 

DON’T WAIT TOO LATE 

A gas station employee 

working the cash register 

was swarmed with last 

minute customers on a 

holiday weekend. He 

shook his head in disgust and said to a 

preacher who was in the line, “It is funny 

to me that people always wait until the 

last minute to prepare for a trip they 

know they are going to take.” “I know,” 

said the preacher, “I have the same 

problem in my business.” Read  

Matthew 25:1–13.  

FAMILY GATHERINGS  

The local church is 

God’s family, and, 

as is customary, we 

delight in spending 

extra time together during the holidays.  

Several of us enjoyed a congregational 

meal together last Saturday evening, 

December 2, here at the building.  We 

enjoyed turkey, ham, potato salad, baked 

beans, and all of sorts of desserts.  The 

men also enjoyed another good breakfast 

together yesterday and the ladies were 

welcomed by Beth and Kellie James into 

their home for a delicious holiday brunch.  

This Friday evening, December 15, Lord 

willing, our teens and older youth will 

participate in the annual holiday lock-in.  

Finally, remember the new-year’s eve 

worship in song at 6 p.m. and fellowship 

afterwards here at the building .  

Questions Regarding Your Faith 

We are told in 2 Corinthians 13:5 that we 

are to examine ourselves as to whether 

we are in the faith. To help us do this, 

may I offer the following questions for 

you to answer. Be honest and deeply 

examine yourselves. 

• Am I growing spiritually? 

• Am I able to truly forgive others when 

asked? 

• Am I always looking forward to coming 

to worship and working with the church? 

• Am I really concerned about lost souls? 

• Am I excited about going to heaven – 

even today? 

If you answered “no” to any of these 

questions, then maybe you should take a 

closer look at your faith and where it is 

possibly headed. 

— Edd Sterchi 

THINKING SOULS DURING THE HOLIDAYS 

Opportunities abound for sharing the gospel during this festive 
season.  More and more, Christmas gifts are delivered to the front 
door.  We can have gift bags ready for the delivery men when 
they come.  Please see the cart in the foyer and grab several of 
the Bible-based outreach bags.  We can easily take these and 
create nice holiday gift bags for visitors.  You might want to 
include cookies, coffee beans, hot chocolate packets, ornaments, 
etc. in the bags.  Make sure people receive information about the 
church.  Have fun.  Be creative.  Involve the kids .  

SPECIAL GUESTS COMING OUR WAY! 

Two gospel preachers, Philip Hines and Daniel 
Gaines, are scheduled to be with us next Sunday, 
December 17 (Philip during the morning services and 
Daniel during the evening services).  Brother Hines 
will be teaching about the importance of the family, with an 
emphasis on providing children with a good spiritual foundation 
as they grow up.  He will teach a combined class of adults and 
teens in the auditorium during the Bible class hour and he will 
preach a special sermon entitled “Children Matter” during 
worship.  Brother Gaines will be with us at the 6 p.m. worship 
time and discuss the good works taking place in Tanzania.  These 
works are part of the church’s world-wide effort to carry out the 
Savior’s great commission (Mark 16:15,16)  

HOW MUCH IS JESUS WORTH TO YOU?  

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, 

which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he 

goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” (Matthew 

13:44). 

Few things are as effective in opening up our billfolds or motivating us to 

pick up our car keys as a good old-fashioned sale. When we hear about 

those bargains and see great values, it is hard to pass up the 

opportunity. 

When we come to understand the priceless value of Christianity – when 

we get a glimpse of the unfathomable riches of God’s matchless grace – 

we must fully-invest in this chance of a lifetime. 

God makes no high-pressured sales pitch. He includes no hidden charges 

in the fine print of the sales contract. He offers eternal life to all who will 

accept His Son in obedient faith. It is a gift of grace brought on by an act 

of love. There is nothing we could ever do to deserve it. There is nothing 

we could do to purchase it. We accept God’s gift by faith and manifest 

our appreciation for it through a life of faithful devotion and unselfish 

service (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

How valuable is your hope of heaven? Can it hold its own next to the 

pleasures Satan is promising you in the world? Do you love Jesus more 

than anything or anyone else in the world? Jesus asks, “For what will it 

profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what 

will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). Just how 

much is Jesus worth to you? 

— Glen Elliott 

Children for Christmas 

If you picked a child’s name to provide 

Christmas for, please have gifts here 

TODAY. Please have gifts wrapped, placed 

in a large bag (trash bag) and put child’s # 

on bag. 

THANKFUL TO HELP 

Our ladies provided “Santa Shop” for the nursing home residents 
in Moulton this past Thursday morning.  The residents and 
medical staff were able to choose gift items provided by Midway 
members (items such as baseball caps, gloves, coffee mugs, 
candy, trinkets, blankets, etc.).  These gift items were chosen by 
the residents so they could have presents to give to their family 
members during the holidays.  Our ladies even gift-wrapped the 
items for them.  *Likewise, several Midway members have 
purchased Christmas presents for certain school children during 
this season.  We are thankful to do some good during this special 
time of the year .  

A LITTLE UPDATE 

Our children in the elementary classes are currently 

learning about the divided kingdom – with summaries 

of the kings of both Israel and Judah.  The teachers are 

highlighting the characters of the good kings like Joash, Josiah, 

Hezekiah, Asa, Amaziah, Jehoshaphat, etc.  The teen/youth class 

which meets on Sunday mornings is beginning a new study 

entitled “Unashamed,” which is derived from teachings in the 

book of Romans.  Again, we are thankful to God for all our various 

Bible classes!  

Prayers 
• Will Fletcher has been sick this past 

week. 
• David Scarbrough is sick with a sinus 

infection and shingles. 
• Remember Lisa Lambeth, Julie Pitts’ 

sister, in your prayers as she deals 
with lung issues. 

• William Robinson, Sam Scotts brother-
in-law, is recovering from skin grafting 
due to chemical burns.  


