
THE HEROIC FATHER 

“O my son, Absalom, my son, my son, Absalom!  Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 

son!” (2 Samuel 18:23) 

We esteem father because of his heroism.  His sweat and tears and blood, shed for us, testify to his heroic 

nature.  He who struggles for others when the easy way is to run is a hero, call him what you will.  You know 

the brave story of his sacrifices – rigorous toil, long hours, maybe two jobs, unremitting thrift, the slow 

accumulation of savings, at times bitter discouragement, but also the outpouring of happiness as he realized 

his hopes for his children.   

Perhaps we have been negligent in honoring the father who takes the wounds of everyday struggles of life.  

We are protected because he courageously dared.  The highest and noblest spirit is “that a man lay down his 

life for another.”  Father did this not in one supreme gift but in the giving of himself little by little, day by day.  

The daily conflicts of earning a living and heading a household brought out the slumbering qualities of the 

hero. 

We say to father – dead or alive – your unselfish deeds shall never die.  They shall ever be hallowed in the 

cherished memory of grateful children. 

Leroy Brownlow, Give Us This Day 

****************************************************************************************** 

A Father’s Prayer 

However humble the place I may hold 

On the lowly trails I have trod, 

There’s a child who bases his faith in me;  

There’s a dog who thinks I’m a god. 

Lord, keep me worthy – Lord keep me clean, 

And fearless and undefiled, 

Lest I lose caste in the sight of a dog, 

And the wide clear eyes of a child! 

C.T. Davis 

June 18, 2023 
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Greeters Mark & Jane Biles 

Bible Reading Ken Nelson 

Devotional Prayer Houston Hutto 

Song Leader (AM & PM) Paul Gilliland 

Worship Prayer Larry Little 

Lord’s Table 

(B) Danny Standridge (J) Casey Pirtle 

Larry Peebles (O) Paul Rogers 

Rayford Morgan Frank Pitts  

Roger Jones Roger McCaghren  

Announcements Rex Free 

Dismissal Prayer Tim LeMay 

Control Room (Sunday & Wednesday) 

-Streaming Tim Hester 

-Songs/Audio Mark Biles 

Prepare Communion Tamara Lunsford-Tasha Davis 

Sunday Evening 

Opening Prayer Nathan Lee 

Dismissal Prayer Sam Scott 

Wednesday, June 28 

Song Leader  Jamie Patterson 

Closing Prayer  Roger Thomas 

Ushers Nathan Lee-Brent James 

Lock Building Jamie Patterson-Ken Nelson 

Sunday, June 25 
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May '23 July '23

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Greeters David & Kelli Barker 

Bible Reading Jerry Hall 

Devotional Prayer Rex Free 

Song Leader (AM & PM) Ben Rogers 

Worship Prayer Harry James 

Lord’s Table 

(B) Marl Fuller (J) Tim LeMay 

Windell Denney (O) Brex Fuller 

Jimmy Jones Tom Wilkerson  

Bryant Addison Aaron Fletcher  

Announcements Brent James 

Dismissal Prayer Josh Jones 

Control Room (Sunday & Wednesday) 

-Streaming Kenneth Grover 

-Songs/Audio Chris James 

Prepare Communion Bonita Jones-Regina Lee 

Sunday Evening 

Opening Prayer Matt Addison 

Dismissal Prayer Preston Grover 

Wednesday, June 21 

Song Leader  Tim Hester 

Closing Prayer  Chris James 

Ushers Sam Scott-Chuck Cleghorn 

Lock Building Jamie Patterson-Ken Nelson 

Sunday, June 18 



  

SICK & PRAYERS 

 ELDERS MINISTER 
Roger Thomas Harry James David Barker 
Brent James Sam Scott 
Nathan Lee 

DEACONS 
Benevolence 
Deacon: Windell Denney 
Visitations 
Deacons: All 
Education 
Deacons: Jamie Patterson, Houston Hutto 
Missions 
Deacon: Larry Little 
Youth 
Deacon: Matt Addison 
Building & Grounds 
Deacons: Jamie Patterson, Aaron Fletcher  
Technology 
Deacon: Tim Hester 
Worship Assignments 
Deacon: Matt Addison 

• Tonight – VBS at Arley Church of Christ 

• June 24th – Supper outing to Old Cook Stove 

2023 VBS  

TWO MILES 
Jesus says, “If anyone compels you to go one mile, go 
with him two miles” (Matt.5:41).  Many of our 
members went the second and third mile this week 
regarding VBS.  Many of our members came directly 
from work to serve at VBS.  Others put in many late 
hours planning and preparing for the event.  The Lord 
knows (Heb.6:10) and all we do, we do for His glory (I 
Peter 4:10,11).  

GLEANINGS ABOUT FAITH 
Our VBS adult speakers presented valuable insights 
into stronger faith this past week.  Brother Hines 
discussed John 4 and sharing faith.  He mentioned two 
components of sharing faith:  helping others discover 
the truth about salvation and then actually 
communicating the facts of truth to them.  Brother 
Irby did a good job focusing our attention on the 
source and conclusions of faith.  
Faith is derived from the words of 
God (Rom.10:17) and some 
conclusions include:  that God 
exists (Heb.11:6), that Jesus is His Son (John 8:24), a 
faith which trusts and obeys God (Prov.3:5,6), and that 
faith is a system of beliefs which must be preached 
and obeyed (Gal.1:23; Acts 6:7).  Brother Kizer 
stressed that faith is something which can be seen 
(Mark 2:1-10) and brother Clark presented faith as an 
essential ingredient of prayer.   

CHRISTIANS AND THE CULTURE 
The teen/youth VBS class also had excellent lessons.  
Brother Keith Anderson from Huntsville spent four 
nights discussing the needed Biblical foundation for 
such a society as ours.  Concerning transgender 
practices, he brought out Bible passages which teach 
God as the creator of both soul and body (Gen.2:7), 
that all of creation was pronounced as “very 
good” (Gen.1:31), and that there is no confusion with 
God (I Cor.14:33).  Teachers and parents will want to 
get a copy of class notes from Christie Fletcher.  

LONG, LONG JOURNEY 
Larry and Kay have made it all the way to Hatch, New 
Mexico.  They are helping with a vacation Bible school 
in that area.  They arrived a few days prior to the VBS 
to assist in much of the preliminary work, which is so 
vital in this sort of effort.  We are thankful for their 
safe arrival and pray for their work in which they are 
involved.  

 
• Neil LeMay has had a set back and is 

in need of our prayers.  

• Continue to remember Margaret 
Free in your prayers. 

• Jeff Tanner, Marl and Joyce’s son-in-
law, is recovering from injuries after 
a fall. Address..1053 Whitman Field 
Rd., Wetumpka, AL 36092. 

• Dorothy Heist has throat cancer and 
is struggling with her treatments. 
Address..1118 Co Rd 169, Moulton, 
AL 35650. 

Things We Can All Do 

As followers of Christ, we are made perfect by the blood of 

Christ (Matthew 5:48 and 1 Peter 1:18-19). As Christians 

we must be willing to work good works (Ephesians 2:10). It 

may be the case that you are looking for things to do for 

the cause of Christ. If this is the case, here are some ways 

you can work with the Lord:  

• Pray daily for the church. Remember to especially pray 

for our elders and their families (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 

Think of the encouragement it would provide if our 

elders knew that everyone is praying for them. 

Remember they are under the command from God to 

watch over our souls (Acts 20:28).  

• Look for opportunities to share the Gospel (Matthew 

28:19–20). It can be as easy as talking to someone or 

just giving them a flyer to a gospel meeting, upcoming 

series, Friends and Family Day, or some other event 

where the Gospel is proclaimed.  

• Try to reclaim a wayward Christian (James 5:19–20). 

Let’s face it: none of us are perfect and from time to 

time we all need someone to help us along the way.  

• Teach a Bible class. We always need good Bible 

teachers. Notice Psalm 145:4: “One generation shall 

praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your 

mighty acts.” If we do not teach our children, who will? 

• Invite a friend or neighbor to our worship 

services. Acts 20:20 teaches us that we can go house 

to house and reach those who need Jesus. We are 

blessed to have this opportunity.  

• Look for visitors at our worship services and give 

them a warm greeting. If they have children, help 

them find the appropriate class. Do everything possible 

to make them feel welcome (Proverbs 25:11).  

Jonathan Burns 

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Anna Barker 
FHU Box 223,  
158 East Main Street, Henderson, TN 38340 

Caroline Grover 
Box 12477 
915 E. Market Ave.  
Searcy, AR. 72149-2477 

Lauren Hamby 
U2658 USA 350 Student Center Circle, Mobile, Al 36688 

Ben Rogers 
Calhoun Community College 

ANOTHER GREAT FELLOWSHIP! 

Thank you to all our cooks who hosted the 

annual fish fry yesterday.  As 

always, the food was delicious 

and the fellowship was 

heartwarming.  

FAITH IN ARLEY 

Lord willing, several from Midway will 

travel down to Arley church of Christ 

this evening to assist with a VBS effort 

there.  Two of our children’s classes will 

be taught there (Joshua and Esther), 

plus we will present lessons for the adults.  VBS at 

Arley will begin at 5:30 and end around 8 p.m.  If 

you and your family can possibly go down and 

support this effort, it would be a tremendous 

encouragement to the church there.  The church at 

Arley, like many places, has fallen upon hard times.  

Following the biblical examples and the spirit of 

Christ, we feel compelled to help when we can.  In 

difficult circumstances, others’ presence is hugely 

helpful.  

Congratulations! 

Ken and Bertha are the 
proud grandparents of a 
new baby girl. Eva Morgan 
Nelson was born Thursday 
weighing 5 lbs, 15 oz, 18 
inches long.  All are doing well. 

  

RESOURCE FOR REACHING OTHERS 

Please check out the World Video 

Bible School website for a direct way 

of presenting the gospel to friends 

and neighbors.  For instance, see the lesson by 

Don Blackwell entitled, what must I do to be 

saved?  God’s answer to this important question 

is provided in an understandable manner.  

Additionally, this lesson is available in American 

Sign Language, Spanish, Chinese, Ki-Swahili, and 

Telugu.   Wvbs.org  

 
 
 
• June 21 
 David Laton 
• June 28 
 Nicky Pressnell 
• July 5 
 Caleb Colquitt 

 
 
 
• July 12 
 Marlon Rutherford 
• July 19  
 Clay McFerrin 
• July 26 
 Todd Clippard 


