
LOVE 

Before we go any further, before we think, feel and choose, God’s love must be understood (at least to the extent that 

we can).  It is the standard upon which life is built.  Jesus says, “love one another even as I have loved you” (John 

13:34,35).  

The Father’s love is displayed at the cross.  Romans 5:8 says, “God commends his own love toward us, in that, while 

we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

The aim of true love is to spend one’s self and use one’s self for the eternal good of others.  This is done because it is 

one’s greatest joy.  “Not that we love God, but He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (I John 

4:9,10).  False love, on the other hand, uses people for its own personal benefit.  The Bible warns, “Do nothing from 

strife or vainglory…but in lowliness of mind, let each esteem others better than himself” (Phil.2:3,4).   

True love gives regardless of circumstance or actions of others.  False love gives as long as he feels the other person is 

meeting his needs and affirming him.  God gave his Son even though He knew the suffering it would involve and even 

though He knew many would reject Him.  Isaiah 53 predicts Jesus would be “despised and rejected of men.” 

True love does not hold back.  It is free, fearless, generous, sacrificial and radical.  Of course, God’s love has all these 

qualities because we learn them from Him.  He “so loved that He gave His only begotten Son” (John 3:16).  False love 

does hold back, making sure he’s getting what he thinks he should get from his efforts.  Fake love is full of fear and 

seeks to protect himself from any hurts.   

Our problem is that we desperately need true love yet no human can give it sufficiently.  And, this is exactly why Jesus, 

the cross and the gospel is good news.  We find love and forgiveness with God and only with God.  Jesus says, “And I, if 

I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me” (John 12:32).  

The additional good news is that we can and must learn to love like God.  We cannot replace His love, but we can love 

Him with all heart, soul, mind and strength and love our neighbor as ourselves (Matt.22:37-39).  We can learn to love 

without holding back - free, fearless, life-giving.  We can learn to love regardless of circumstance or reactions of 

others.  We can “spend and be spent” for the souls of others (2 Cor.12:15) because this is our greatest joy.  Jesus says, 

“I have spoken these things unto you, that my joy may be in you and that your may be full” (John 15:11).   What do 

you think?      

–  David 
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• Mike Jones is at home recovering from surgery. 
• Kole Kilpatrick is recovering from tonsil surgery. 
• Julie Pitts will be having surgery December 29th. 

She will have a 6 week recovery. 
• Vern Jackson, David Scarbrough’s brother in law, 

had a serious stroke and needs prayers. 
• Russel Estes is dealing with a lot of pain and needs 

prayers. 
• Torry Scott has been released from the hospital 

and is on antibiotics to clear the infection. 
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NEW YEAR’S DEVOTIONAL 

This Wednesday evening, December 28, at 7 
p.m., we plan to participate in a devotional 
service together.  Our men will lead us in song, 
scripture readings, and prayer as we look forward 
to serving our Lord together in the coming weeks 
and months (as the Lord wills, James 4:15).  All 
classes are asked to meet in the auditorium.  
Appreciation to our brother Paul Rogers for 
arranging the details for this special evening of 
worship.  
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• December 31, New Year’s Fellowship  
(5-10PM) 

• January 16, Men’s Class resumes 6:30 P.M.  

Simply Read  

Have you not read? 

This phrase is used several times by Jesus when 

someone was asking him a doctrinal question 

(Matthew 12:3, 19:4, 21:16, 21:42 Mark 12:26). 

Many times these questions were asked as traps to 

try to force him into offending a particular audience 

or to make him look bad. 

Yet Jesus answered this tough question with this 

simple thought: “Have You Not Read?” In doing, so 

he makes the answer not his alone. He places the 

burden of answering on another authority. It is not 

because Jesus doesn’t have the authority to answer, 

but by doing so he shows that the question isn’t a 

matter of coming up with your own personal take 

but seeing the direction God has placed in his word. 

Maybe we should do the same. People oftentimes 

will question our beliefs and practices. They may do 

so out of genuine curiosity but also may be doing so 

to pick an argument. Either way, the best answer is 

often to turn them to the scriptures for the answer. 

If the Bible says it and we don’t like the answer the 

argument isn’t with us, it is with God. And it’s hard 

to argue against God and be right. 

Of course, to be able to do that we will have to have 

read it ourselves. Bible study is not just about 

answering our questions, but being “ready to make 

a defense” of our faith. We must ask ourselves the 

same question, “Have you not read?” 

Barry Haynes  

MAKE IT A MISSION-MINDED WEEK 
EVERY WEEK 

• LIST – make a list of people who are not 

in a saving relationship with Christ.  Most 

of us can come up with 50 quickly.  Write 

it down and post it in a place where you 

constantly see it. 

• PRAYER – pray for at least 10 from the 

list fervently and faithfully every day this 

week. 

• ACTION – focus on at least 5 from the list 

this week; invite them to church services; 

send cards of teaching and 

encouragement to them; share video, cd 

or notes from recent sermons or classes; 

get at least 2 pieces of gospel literature 

in their hands; share their names with 

the preacher and other Bible class 

teachers for possible personal Bible 

studies; or do a combination of any of 

these recommendations.  Think.  Stay 

alert. 

• A lot of things will work if we will.  

NEW YEAR’S BOOST 

For the past few years, we have started the 

new year with a boost from a faithful gospel 

teacher (last year, Vance Hutton; year before, 

Kyle Butt, etc.).  This year, brother Don 

Blackwell plans to be with us on Wednesday 

night, January 4!  He will emphasize 

evangelism, i.e. the ability of each of us to 

reach our neighbors and friends with the 

gospel, even under less-than-ideal situations.  

Don is a good Bible teacher, plus a tremendous 

role model for reaching others in spite of 

hardship.  

THUMBS UP IN PRAYER 

Know Who You are Praying to: 

• T – God is timeless (Psa.90:1-2) 

• H – God is holy (I Peter 1:13-15) 

• U – God is unequaled (Exodus 20:1-3) 

• M – God is majestic (Rev.4:1ff) 

• B – God is Beloved (I John 4:7,8) 

• S – God is sovereign (Acts 17:24-26) 

Know What You Should Pray For: 

• T – teach me (Psalm 25) 

• H – humble me (I Peter 5:5,6) 

• U – use me (2 Cor.12:15) 

• M – make me (Luke 15 

• B – break me (Isa.57:15) 

• S – save me (2 Tim.4:18) 

JUST ONE REQUEST 

Dear Master, for this coming year 
Just one request I bring: 
I do not pray for happiness, 
Or any earthy thing… 
I do not ask to understand 
The way Thou leadest me, 
But this I ask: Teach me to do 
The thing that pleaseth Thee. 
I want to know Thy guiding voice 
To walk with Thee each day. 
Dear Master, make me swift to hear 
And ready to obey, 
And thus the year I now begin 
A happy year will be. 
If I am seeking just to do 
The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

via Cisco church of Christ 

Mr. Lincoln’s Tears 

The story is told that near the end of his presidency, a 

woman came to the While House to present Abe Lincoln 

with a basketful of baked goodies—cakes, pies and breads. 

“Is there something you want, Madam?” the president 

asked. 

“No sir,” she replied, “I only wanted to tell you thank you 

for all your hard work. These words brought tears to the 

old woodsman’s eyes. Then, with tears staining his cheeks, 

President Lincoln said: “My good woman, your thoughtful 

and unselfish deed moves me. Thousands of people have 

entered this office since I became President, but you alone 

are the first to come asking no favor for yourself or 

somebody else.” 

I wonder if our Lord sometimes feels like Mr. Lincoln. Lots 

of people come to him asking for things. Few come to say 

thanks. 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His 

steadfast love endures forever!” (1 Chronicles 16:34). 

Larry Fitzgerald 


