
Christmas: From Heaven or Man? 

What is the origin of Christmas? This should be an important question to anyone who desiring to serve God according to 

the Scriptures. All religious teaching and observances must pass the test Jesus required in Luke 20:4, is it from heaven or 

men? We can search the Scriptures, but will find neither the word "Christmas," nor the birth of Christ commemorated 

under any other name. The religious observance of Christmas did not originate from Christ or His apostles and cannot be 

from heaven, but from man.  

We must have divine authority for all that we do in our worship lest our worship be in vain (Matthew 15:8-9). Whatever 

we do, we must do by the authority of the Lord (Colossians 3:17), and we must never go beyond His word (Corinthians 

4:6). The birth of Christ was a wonderful event, but the Bible places the emphasis upon His death rather than upon His 

birth.  

Under the mosaic law, many holy days were commanded by God. These holy days had to be observed under the Mosaic 

Law. If God had wanted holidays instituted in the New Testament, would he not have commanded it also?  If the Father 

wanted the birth of Christ to be celebrated each year, would He not have commanded it? Surely the Father did not forget 

His only son’s birth!  No, He knew that the important part of His son’s service was His death on the cross.  Even more 

important, His resurrection over death so we might one day also be risen if we remain faithful.  

Only one day is exalted above other days in the New Testament Scriptures, the first day of the week (Sunday). This is the 

day of Jesus' resurrection which declared Him to be the "Son of God with power" (Romans 1:4). God set aside the first day 

of each week as a holy day to worship Him and remember the sacrifice of Christ until He comes again.  Why do we need 

an annual remembrance if we faithfully remember Him every week? 

The definitive answer is given in Galatians 4:10-11, where the observance of unauthorized holidays is clearly forbidden by 

the apostle Paul. The Galatians' traditions were previously commanded by God under the Old Testament, however if 

these were no longer to be observed in a religious way then, how much more does this principle apply to the creation of 

unauthorized observances and adding them to our religious practice today? 

Religious Christmas does not belong in our assemblies because it is not authorized. Secular Christmas does not belong in 

our assemblies because it is not authorized. The pleas to observe Christmas come from sincere people who want to honor 

Christ but do not align with the teaching of scripture. The plea should be not to put Christ in Christmas, but to put Christ 

in our lives, worshipping and honoring Him as He has directed in the Scriptures. It is then that Christ will be truly honored, 

and love and benevolence will not be seasonal, but seen in our lives year-round.  
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 GOSPEL MEETING NOTES 

Brother Cliff Goodwin presented very fine lessons on 
God’s Design for the Family, focusing on Marriage, 
What Jesus has done for the family, and obeying 
parents in the Lord.  CDs of these lessons are available 
and signup list is in the back of the auditorium. You can 
also find them on Midway’s website and Facebook.  
Let’s study these sermons again and share them with 
as many people as possible.  Our families will be 
strengthened in the Lord, as will our church family. 

 Holiday Gatherings 

December 3rd, men’s brunch at 10 AM in the 
fellowship hall. A sign-up sheet will be placed on 
back table. 

December 3rd, ladies brunch at 10 AM at the home 
of Beth James. The van will be going for anyone 
who would like to ride. Be at building by 9:45. 

December 4th, 2-3:30 PM in the fellowship hall, 
Cookies with Santa. Visit with Santa, make a craft 
and eat cookies. You may also bring a new toy to 
donate to children in need. 

December 10th, 5PM Congregational holiday meal   
in the Fellowship Hall. 

TANZANIA UPDATE 

Brother Daniel Gaines, Missions Coordinator for the 

gospel in Tanzania (Arusha, East Africa) has sent his latest 

update letter.  The report relates door to door campaigns 

conducted in September.  Also, an update on the 

happenings of the local school of preaching is presented.  

Of special interest, in October, brethren from the Hoover 

church of Christ in Birmingham came and conducted a 

leadership seminar. They studied godly men of the Old 

Testament one week and “Servant Leadership” the next 

week.  Brother Daniel himself has been teaching on the 

campus of Freed-Hardeman University this semester, 

informing and encouraging young Christians regarding 

involvement in mission work.  Please look for the entire 

newsletter posted on the bulletin board in the hallway  

• Roger Thomas is recovering from an infection. 

• Collins Bailey is recovering from a heart procedure. 
Continue to keep her, her family and her doctor’s in 
your prayers as they make decisions. 

• Stacy Logan, Eulene’s son, had a stroke and is 
improving. 

• Mike Jones will be having surgery December 22nd. 
 

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Anna Barker 
FHU Box 223,  
158 East Main Street, Henderson, TN 38340 

Caroline Grover 
Studying abroad 

Lauren Hamby 
U2658 USA 350 Student Center Circle, Mobile, Al 36688 

Chandler James 
1901 5th Ave. E. Apt # 2208, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 

Preston Grover 
University of Alabama  

Kellie James 
Calhoun Community College 

Ben Rogers 
Calhoun Community College 

NEW MOVERS! 

The Midway congregation is involved in the new 
movers program, associated with the house to 
house magazine send out.  For five dollars/month 
plus one dollar per address, the program gives us 
the opportunity to contact new people in the 
community.  Each address on the new movers list 
receives an extra issue of HTH, welcoming them 
to the community, and then a postcard two 
weeks later, inviting them to our services at 
church.  Additionally, we receive the monthly lists 
and make them available on the back tables.  We 
can send people bulletins, cards, brochures, cd’s, 
study pamphlets, etc.  Let’s use this valuable tool. 

SICK 
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Roger Thomas David Barker 
Brent James 
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• Tonight, Card signing 

• December 3, Ladies’ Brunch/Men’s Brunch 

• December 4, Cookies With Santa 

• December 4, Ladies meeting to discuss upcoming 
Ladies Day (5PM) 

• December 4, Midway Devo (Hood) 

• December 10, Holiday Fellowship (5PM) 

• December 16, Caroling/Lock-in 

• December 31, New Year’s Fellowship (5-10PM) 

NHC GIFT SHOP  

Dorcas ladies will meet at the building this Tuesday 

morning at 10:00 to prep and pack items for the Santa 

Gift Shop. On Thursday (Dec 1), we will be at NHC by 

9:00 to set up in the dining room. Any help is 

appreciated! 

Just Don’t Quit 

At any given moment in the life of the church, 

there are those teetering on the border of depar-

ture. But if you quit, will you be happier? Will your 

children thereby be improved? Will those who 

know and love you be encouraged? And, will the 

angels in Heaven weep or rejoice? 

There is no more essential ingredient in life than 

that of simple perseverance. Who does not, over 

the long haul, get tired, bored, discouraged, or 

hurt? The pressures become overwhelming and the 

futility of our labors oft seem all too real. But, don’t 

quit! Instead, seek time alone with God. 

Think through once more the real issues of time 

and eternity. Running or walking, weariness or 

fainting, do not quit! “They shall run and not be 

weary; They shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 

40:31). 

Author Unknown 

Have You Oiled Your Bible? 

Fred W. Cropp, President of the American Bible 

Society, once received a letter asking, “What do 

you recommend for keeping the leather of Bibles 

from getting stiff, cracking, and peeling?” 

His reply was, “There is one oil that is especially 

good for the treatment of leather on Bibles. It will 

ensure your Bible stays in good condition. It is not 

sold but may be found in the palm of the human 

hand.” 

Have you been “oiling your Bible” lately? Reading 

just four chapters a day will complete the entire 

Bible in a year; one chapter a day will complete 

the New Testament in two hundred and sixty days; 

three chapters a day will finish the New Testament 

four times a year; nine chapters will complete it 

once a month.  

-From Housetohouse.com  

Sympathy 

Our love and sympathy is extended to Eric 

and Julie Carter and all of the family, in the 

passing of Eric’s grandmother, Wanda 

Hagan. Please keep this family in your 

prayers to the “Father of mercies and God 

of all comfort” (2 Cor.1:3).  


