
The Providence of God 
 
We often rehearse what God has done for us in centuries now past, and such is proper. God created the world, made 
man, provided our salvation though Christ, and established the church. We are thankful for these mighty works of the 
past. Yet, we must not ignore the fact that God is still very much active in human affairs. “The Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Daniel 4:17). 
 
Of course, there are extremes to avoid. Pitfalls of extremism are a danger in most all areas of biblical study, and this 
area is no exception. Some defend the extreme notion that God cannot take an active part in human affairs without 
working miraculously or eliminating our freedom of choice. Others teeter at the opposite extreme, flatly denying that 
God has any current role in the matters of men. We believe the Bible teaches both of these extremes to be false and 
equally dangerous. 
 
“Nevertheless, what saith the Scriptures?” (Galatians 4:30). “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst 
of the sea” (Psalm 46:1,2). “I will fear no evil; for thou art with me” (Psalm 23:4). “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: 
yea I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness” (Isaiah 41:10). ”Are not two sparrows sold for a 
farthing? And not one of them shall fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:29,31). ”…and Io, l am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:30). “And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). ”I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me” (Hebrews 13:5,6). 
 
We may never come to fully understand the how of these promises, but we may be assured of their veracity, “For he 
is faithful that promised” (Hebrews 10:23). Our confidence and reliance upon God’s providence is manifested each 
time we earnestly pray, “Give us this day our daily bread. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil” (Matthew 6:11,13). Such entreaties would be shallow pretense at best were it not for our confidence in divine 
providence. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” only if God answers such prayers 
providentially (James 5:16). Who will deny it? 
 
Dalton Key 
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Greeters Houston & Denise Hutto 
 Keith & Denine Thomas 
Bible Reading Tim LeMay 
Devotional Prayer Roger Thomas 
Song Leader (AM & PM) Aaron Fletcher 
Worship Prayer Chuck Cleghorn 
Lord’s Table Rex Free 
Announcements Larry Little 
Dismissal Prayer Keith Thomas 
Control Room—Streaming Kenneth Grover 
Control Room—Songs Mark Biles 
Control Room—Audio Harry James 

Sunday Evening 

Opening Prayer Danny Standridge 
Dismissal Prayer James Rogers 
Ushers Houston Hutto-David Scarbrough 

Wednesday, August 4 

Song Leader  Sam Scott 
Closing Prayer  Tim Hester 
Ushers Houston Hutto-David Scarbrough 
Lock Building David Barker-Brent James 

Sunday, August 1 

Greeters Jamie & Dana Patterson 
 Josh & Elesha Jones 
Bible Reading Jamie Patterson 
Devotional Prayer Matt Addison 
Song Leader (AM & PM) Ben Rogers 
Worship Prayer Larry Little 
Lord’s Table Mark Biles 
Announcements Brent James 
Dismissal Prayer Jerry Hall 
Control Room—Streaming Tim Hester 
Control Room—Songs Will Fletcher 
Control Room—Audio David Scarbrough 

Sunday Evening 

Opening Prayer Ken Nelson 
Dismissal Prayer Paul Rogers 
Ushers Chuck Cleghorn-Sam Scott 

Wednesday, July 28 

Song Leader  James Rogers 
Closing Prayer  Marl Fuller 
Ushers Chuck Cleghorn-Sam Scott 
Lock Building Paul Gilliland-Nathan Lee 

Sunday, July 25 
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• Melonee Wilkerson is at home recovering from surgery. 

• Will Delashaw is in UAB  Hospital in ICU. He continues to need our prayers. 

• Roger Jones is recovering from skin cancer surgery. 

• Noel and Wanda Counce are both dealing with knee issues...Address...2202 Johns Ave. Muscle Shoals AL 
35661. 

• Judy Barker, David’s mother, has been diagnosed with cancer. 

• Christy Mapes, Terry Mapes daughter, underwent cancer surgery. 

• Terry Nayman is undergoing cancer treatments...Address...19979 Carey Rd. Athens, AL 35614. Prayers 
requested for her. 

• Carol Reeder, from County Line Church of Christ, has been diagnosed with cancer. 

• Sherry Sapp, from County Line Church of Christ, has been diagnosed with cancer. 

• Charles Moss, friend of Sam Scott, had a kidney transplant. 

Remember Our Sick 

Heart Changes 
If people are to become like Jesus there 
must be heart changes. The result of these 
changes of heart will be changes in our 
behavior. The heart change is what gives 
room for God to work in our life. Realizing 
certain truths helps us to change our heart. We must learn 
from our Bible study that we are redeemed from sin; we 
belong to God; our salvation is by, in and through Jesus; He 
loves us infinitely and wants us to go to heaven. He is our ever
-present Helper, and He will never leave nor forsake us. “Let 
not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, 
Write them on the tablet of your heart.” (Proverbs 3:3) 

Charles Box 

Dad’s Wisdom 

How many of us heard our fathers make 
the statement: “If all your friends 
jumped off a cliff, would you?” Of 
course, we were being scolded for 
doing something dangerous or hurtful. 
That’s when we offered our excuse: “but 
everyone was doing it.” 

As soon as those words hit my father’s 
ears, he would have an answer. “If 
everyone jumped off a cliff, would you?” 

I hated that saying. It basically meant 
that all my friends were idiots and I was 
an idiot for doing what they did. 

Then I became a father. 

One day, one of my children asked to 
do something that I knew was ill-
advised.  That’s when I said, “no.” Then 
my child said those words I’d said so 
many years ago: “But Dad, everyone’s 
doing it.” 

Guess what I replied? 

“If all your friends jumped off a cliff, 
would you?” Then, I realized that my 
dad’s voice was coming out of my 
mouth. As I’ve grown older, I’ve come to 
understand how wise he really was. 

The truth is, a Godly person listens to 
his or her parent’s wisdom. “Hear, my 
son, your father’s instruction, and 
forsake not your mother’s 
teaching” (Proverbs 1:8). 

Larry Fitzgerald 

 
 

1. Worship becomes less edifying for everyone. 
2. Church leaders become discouraged. 
3. You lose touch with congregational life. 
4. The church is robbed of the resources it needs. 
5. Another learning and growth opportunity is 
wasted. 
6. Your conscience becomes more calloused with 
each missed service. 
7. You teach by your example that worship is not 
important. 

Matt Clifton 

It’s a girl! 
 

Baby shower honoring Kayla Martinez 
Sunday August 8th, from 2-4 in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

Selections at Walmart and Amazon 
 

Due to limited space during travel, please 
have large items shipped to their home. 

804 W. Houston St., Carrizo Springs, 
TX 78834 

They Gave Till They Heard ”Stop Giving” 
 
It was a plethora! In fact, the two lead craftsmen of the tabernacle said that 
they had, “more than enough for doing the work of the Lord” (Ex. 36:5). What 
a statement to be made about God’s people. There was work to be done, 
there was a godly plan to be executed, and the people were right there with 
what was, “sufficient to do all the work, and more” (Ex. 36:5). How does that 
happen? 
The Lord committed a charge. Through Moses, God had commanded that His 
work for the tabernacle be made by man and approved by God (see Ex. 35:5-
20). The God who could make water come from a rock surely could have 
made a gold vein appear in the same rock so it wouldn’t be a cost to His 
people. Yet, God commanded the people of His covenant to provide what was 
necessary for the building of the tabernacle. God commits His work to His 
people and the ability they have to provide that the work be done (2 Cor. 8-9). 
The work of God is dependent upon the generosity of His people in wanting 
that work to be done. 
The hearts of the people were stirred. The events of Exodus 35-36 were after 
the golden calf debacle (Ex. 32). There the people gave for a purpose that was 
not glorifying to God but to their own selfishness. On this occasion, their 
hearts were stirred—they heard of the dwelling of God among them, they 
knew of the covenant represented, and they wanted to be a part of having 
God’s will done among them. Looking at the works we do by our giving, our 
hearts are stirred by the BEE of the work God has given us to do: Benevolence, 
Evangelism, and Edification (Gal. 6:9-10; Matt. 28:18-19; Eph. 4:11-ff). 
The hearts of the people were willing. Notice how many times in Exodus 35-
36, the hearts are under consideration (35:5, 21, 26, 29; 36:2). The peoples’ 
hearts were stirred, but that stirring led them to the action of willingness and 
giving. It is not enough to just feel something toward the work, it’s wholly 
different to commit yourself to the work. The people together did this. They 
didn’t count on one or two people or families, but the strength and generosity 
was seen in the collective of God’s people coming together and giving for His 
glory! How about us (2 Cor. 9:6-7)? 
Andy Baker 

Haiti Holiday Bags 
We will be filling 40 “Blessing Bags” 
for children in Haiti. Please see sign-
up sheet in back of auditorium for 
items needed. There is a box in the 
foyer to place items brought.  

 
We are very blessed at 

Midway to have many who 
take time out of their busy 

schedules to keep our 
grounds looking beautiful. To 

each of you, a big THANK 
YOU!! 

 


