
Remember these sick and shut-ins 

• Kellie James is at home recovering from surgery. 

• Miranda Anderson is at home recovering from surgery, and Addy has been sick. 

• Roger Brooks will be having kidney surgery Wednesday in Decatur. 

• Tom Wilkersons’ procedure was postponed. He will be having it December 6th. 

• Melonee Wilkerson has the flu. 

• Ashley Gilliland has the flu. 

• Julie Carter is at home sick. 

• Kasen Payne has bronchitis. 

• Elizabeth Owens is at home sick. 

• Liam Owens has Pneumonia. 

• Sophia Hill is still at home sick. 

• Sarah Lipsey is on bed rest until she delivers her baby. 
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SPENDING AND DEBT 

I heard a radio announcer mention that during the month of November, Wal-mart 

would sell an average of two pumpkin pies per second.  The actual projected 

spending this holiday season is 1.008  trillion dollars.   These numbers, for the 

average person, are startling.   Spending and stewardship is an important topic and 

the Bible addresses it (I Cor.4:2).  But let’s look how these terms (debt and spending) 

are used in a spiritual sense in the New Testament. 

In our previous Wednesday night auditorium class, we noted the word “debt” in the 

book of Romans.  It is used in four different ways. 

We have a debt (an overwhelming obligation) to teach the gospel and bring others to 

Christ.  Paul says in Romans 1:14,15, “I am a debtor both to the Greeks and to the 

Barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.  So, as much as in me is, I am ready 

to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.”  If we had the opportunity and 

ability to save a child from drowning, we would feel a debt to do just that.  Of course, 

the soul is of much greater value (Matt.16:26). 

We have a debt to live spiritual lives.  Again, the apostle Paul says we are not 

debtors to live after the flesh, but to put to death the deeds of the body and follow the 

Spirit as He directs us through His words (Romans 8:12-14; Eph.6:17).   

We likewise have a debt to love one another (Romans 13:8).  To love is to possess 

several great qualities – patience, kindness, unselfishness, etc. (I Cor.13:4-8), but the 

goal is to love like God loves us (John 13:34,35).   

Finally, we have a debt to help the poor (Rom.15:25-27).  Paul’s basic point is – 

because we have been blessed by God, we have an obligation to “remember the 

poor” (Gal.2:10; Matt.25:31-46).  If we refuse to help the poor, our faith is weak and 

we are only giving lip-service to the cause of Christ (James 2:14-17).  The reason we 

work is to be able to give to him who is in need (Eph.4:28).   

The one who loves, lives for Christ and helps the poor will have ample opportunity to 

share the good news of Jesus. 

Spiritually, we will never be debt-free.  We will rest from our labors one day 

(Rev.14:13), but not now.   

To what extent should we give ourselves toward this eternal work of saving souls?   

How much should we spend, personally?  Let Paul answer that:  “I will most gladly 

spend and be spent for your souls” (2 Cor.12:15).    --David 
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Continue to remember Wilma Eady, Harold and Deborah Pirtle, Myron and Faye Dean Standridge, Corine Cahela, 

Luceal Meeks, Uel Hester, Lavona Cahoon 
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God’s Grace and Our Faith 

Some who claim Jesus Christ as their savior have the opinion that grace and faith alone are all that ’s required for the 
salvation of their souls. However, their understanding of grace is not in line with Biblical perspective. Unfortunately, we 
don’t always have a clear understanding of just what grace and faith are and how each one of these functions in our 
salvation. 

Many people have no idea what grace truly is and how it functions in the life of a Christian. Those who are gracious are 
kind and charitable to others, merciful and compassionate, and are benevolent, meaning they do things for others that 
they are not necessarily required to do. We can see this exemplified in God’s grace. God is rich in grace and mercy and 
He doesn’t want to see man suffer for all eternity, but at the same time, He is under no obligation to prevent this. Our 
sin separates us from God and our reconciliation came at great personal expense for God, namely the life of His Son. 

Because He is gracious, God is going to be faithful to His covenant even when we are not faithful to Him. God ’s grace 
will not cause God to violate His honest nature or His principles. 2 Timothy 2:13 teaches us that God cannot deny His 
holy nature, "If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.“ He exhibited His grace by giving man His 
law, by letting man know he sinned, by providing the sacrifice of His Son, and by allowing man an opportunity to 
respond to that sacrifice. For God to provide salvation, under any circumstances whatsoever, is grace. So, are we 
saved by grace only? In other words, are we saved simply because God did everything He did with no response from 
us on our part? Absolutely not. If we were saved by grace only, every human that ever lived would be saved simply by 
being in existence. Nobody would ever be lost if man were saved by grace only. Mankind has an obligation to respond 
to God’s grace before it will be of any benefit at all. Ephesians 2:8 reads “By grace ye are saved through faith“. Grace 
operates in our lives through our faith. 

Others claim that Paul taught salvation by faith alone. This is caused by an incomplete study of the scriptures. 
Philippians 2:12-13 tells us that we must work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Faith then must mean 
more than belief alone. Scripture helps us to understand what faith is. It is explained as our shield (Ephesians 6:16), our 
service (Philippians 2:17), our sacrifice (Philippians 2:17), our walk (2 Corinthians 5:7), our work (1 Thessalonians 1:3), 
a fight (1 Timothy 6:12) and a trial (1 Peter 1:7). So does “faith” simply mean belief in God or belief in Jesus Christ? Is 
faith alone all that is required or is there something else? When we read James 2:18-24 we see this, “Yea, a man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his 
son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the 
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was 
called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” 

It’s God’s grace and our faith that work together for our salvation. God’s grace represents everything He did to make 
salvation available for mankind and our faith is the response we must make in order to receive God ’s grace. By grace 
we are saved through faith. There is a day coming when every single one of us is going to face God and give an 
account of the life we have lived. God’s grace and our faith will not get us a crown of life if we fail to be faithful till death. 
Our faith must include being faithful and enduring to the end. Grace won’t save without faith and faith can’t save without 
grace. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• Today,  

 Money for Midway tee shirts is due to Jennifer Addison. Signup sheet for the shirts is on the 
table in the back.  

 Money for CYC is due to Matt Addison. 

 Area-Wide youth devo at Hobbs Street this evening. 

• December 3rd, The Ladies Paint Night in the Fellowship Hall, 6:30pm. 

• December 5th, NHC Santa Shop. 

• December 6th, Holiday gathering in the Fellowship Hall, 6:30pm. Please bring finger foods. 

• December 14th,  

 Ladies Brunch at the home of Beth James, 10:00am. 

 Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall, 8:00am. 

• December 20th, Caroling and Youth Lock-in. 

• December 31st, New Year’s Eve gathering in the Fellowship Hall, 7:00pm. 

• We will be collecting food items to prepare boxes for needy families of the community. A list of 
items is located on the tables in the back of the auditorium. 

December     2 - (A) Todd & Monica Grimes 
December     2 - (B) Mark Biles 
December     5 - (B) Keslee Addison 
December     8 - (B) Eleshea Jones 
December     9 - (A) Phillip & Jan Waldrep 

December   11 - (B) Chy Hutto 
December   12 - (A) Trent & Anna Catherine Hill 
December   13 - (B) Bekah Peebles  
December   13 - (B) Willard Tucker 
December   14 - (B) Patty Huskey 

Anniversaries & Birthdays 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Mary Louise Thomas and her family in the passing of her 
sister-in-law, Joyce Cowart.  Memorial services were conducted in Somerville on Friday. 


