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LOOK ON THE HEART
By: Ronnie Scherffius

his grieving parents determined to establish a

memorial to him. With that in mind they met
with Charles Eliot, president of Harvard
University. Eliot received the unpretentious
couple into his office and asked what he could
do. After they expressed a desire to fund a
memorial, Eliot, noting the appearance of the
couple impatiently said, “Perhaps you have in
mind a scholarship.”

“We were thinking of something more
substantial than that—perhaps a building,” the
woman replied. Eliot, in a patronizing tone,
brushed aside the idea as being too expensive
and the couple departed. The next year, Eliot
learned that this unassuming couple had gone
elsewhere and established a $26 million
memorial named Leland Stanford Junior
University, better known today as Stanford
University.

| n 1884 a young man died. After the funeral

How vividly is humanity represented in this
illustration. Man looks on the outward
appearance—ever concerned with status,
achievement, and appraisal of society. How
desperately ought man to imitate the assessing
character of his Creator: “But the LORD said
unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or
on the height of his stature; because I have
refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the
heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). In our society, unless one
meets the standard set by the world he is

considered less than others and unworthy
consideration.

As detestable as such character is in the world it
is even more so when found among God’s
people! After hearing the parable of the Good
Samaritan, a parable directed specifically at the
sin of prejudice, Luke records, “And the
Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all
these things: and they derided him” (Luke
16:14). Jesus’ reply speaks volumes, “And he
said unto them, Ye are they which justify
yourselves before men; but God knoweth your

hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among

men is abomination in the sight of God” (Luke
16:15).

How do we look upon our fellowman? Do we
consider the appearance or do we consider the
person? Moreover, how do we look upon our
Christian brethren? When we come to worship
God do we see one another as those of like
precious faith, or do we rather view our
Christian brothers and sisters through the prism
of race, class, and social distinction? Consider
the admonition of James?

My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of
persons. For if there come unto your assembly a
man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and
there come in also a poor man in vile raiment;
And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay
clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a
good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou
there, or sit here under my footstool: Are ye not
then partial in yourselves, and are become



judges of evil thoughts? Hearken, my beloved
brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this
world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which he hath promised to them that love him?
But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men
oppress you, and draw you before the judgment
seats? Do not they blaspheme that worthy name
by the which ye are called? If ye fulfil the royal
law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: But if ye
have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are
convinced of the law as transgressors. For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that
said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not
kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou
kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. So
speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged
by the law of liberty (James 2:1-12).

When our Savior walked the earth many of his
own people foolishly rejected him because He did

not correctly portray what they pictured the
Messiah should be. Isaiah prophesied of this
saying, “For he shall grow up before him as a
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he
hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire
him” (Isaiah 53:2).

Are we sometimes guilty of looking upon the
outward appearance of others? If so, consider
that we not only have sin in our lives, but we are
also shutting ourselves off from the great joy of
true Christian fellowship. We ought not be
judgmental of others simply because of
appearances or of the common life one leads,
rather we should look to the heart and judge
others by their character and their love for the
Christ.

The Simple Answer To The Problems Around Us

Article Selected

news these days there is a catastrophe

of some kind that has taken place,
often some immoral or violent
activity. Pundits are quick to offer their
brilliant ideas on how to solve the
problems: “Make more laws.” “Take away
guns.” “Do things our way.” But guess
what? None of these things (or other

ideas they offer) will fix the problem!

I t seems like every time you check the

The problem (notice the singular use of
this word, rather than plural) we are
facing as a nation is the direct result of
an expulsion of God from our
land! When faith in God is mocked and
evolution is praised, catastrophe will
follow. When the Bible is discarded and
wokeism  rules, catastrophe  will
follow. When Jesus Christ is hated and
the flaunting sinner is revered,
catastrophe will follow.

The simple answer to the problems
around us is to point people to God, to
teach the Bible and to exalt Jesus
Christ! Any effort short of that will not
work! “Righteousness exalts a nation, but
sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov.

14:34)!
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2014.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2014.34

Upcoming Events

Friday, July 22: Family Fellowship night at
6:30pm at the building. Please bring finger foods
and games.

Sunday, July 31: Going away reception for the
Scherffius family will be held after the evening
services.

Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in
the hallway):

July 17-22: Peach Valley Youth Camp

Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University

Prayer List

Prayer Requests:

David Clifton, Allen Clifton’s brother, who was
diagnosed with brain, lung and back cancer. He
will be undergoing Chemotherapy and is at MD
Anderson hospital now.

Members

Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie,
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson.

Food Helpers for the month of July - Team A.

Service Roster

Week of July 17, 2022

Sunday Morning

Scripture Reading.........ccccceeuee.... Fred Scherffius
Song Leader........ccceeevveeeeecnreeeeennnen. Ken Dorries
Opening Prayer........ccccceeeeenvnennn.. Mike Atkinson
Closing Prayer.........ccccceeeevveeennenn. Kevin Sheeran

Lord’s Supper & Offering

Bread.....ccocvvvieieiiiiiieceeceen Ron White
(031 o JU Mark FitzSimmons
Offering......ccceeeevveeeeeccveeeeeennns Ronnie Scherffius
ASSISt..eieiiiiiiieneeeeeeeeeeen James Cammock
ASSISt.iiiiiiiiiiieeeieeeeeee e Bryant Siegel
ASSISt.eeiiieeeieeeeieeee e Lupe Escojido
Sunday Evening

Song Leader........ccooceevieniienieennncens Doug Jobes
Opening Prayer.......c.cccccoeeeeeennennnne Jeff Cannady
Closing Prayer........cccecceeeeeveeecneennns Steve Randle
Lord’s Supper & Offering............. Lupe Escojido,
Bryant Siegel

Wednesday Evening

Adult Class.....coeeveerrieeeniieeniieeeceeeene Rick Bass
Song Leader........coceeeeeveeeeciieeecreeeeneeenns Rick Bass
Devotional .......ccccceeeeiieiniieinnieeiieennns Rick Bass
Other

Prepare Communion ..........cceeeeeeeeveeennee. Randle

Congregational News

Birthdays
Clifton Rutherford...........ccocccoviiniiininnnnnnee July 17
Desmon Flonnory, IL.........ccccccceveeerveeennnen. July 22

Anniversaries
James & Emily Cammock............ccccc..ee. July 17
Dalton & Jenna Shafer............ccccceeuueeennnee July 20

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming
events to be announced, please contact our
secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030.




Our Elders

Mark FitzSimmons
Ronnie Scherffius
Ron White

Our Deacons

James Cammock—Evangelism
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence
Bryant Siegel —Education and Finance

Our Preacher
Ronnie Scherffius

Weekly Reading
“And let our people also learn to maintain good
works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not
be unfruitful.”
Titus 3:14

Service Times

Sunday Morning Bible Class................... 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship..................... 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship....................... 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Class...........ccccecveennnnenn. 7:00 P.M.

Attendance Records
Week of July 10, 2022

AM. Bible Class......cccuveeeeeiiieicerreeeeeeeeeeinveenen 50
AM. WOrship......cocooiiieeciieeecciee e 69
P.M. WOrShip......coevveeeiieeciieeceeeiee e 44
Wednesday Bible Class........ccccceeeveeeeiiencnneenne 54
Offering week of July 10, 2022................... $2,430

Supported Works

John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies
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Weekly Communication! To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each

week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com.



