
God Is Needed By His Offspring 
By: Ronnie Scherffius 

A  sign in the local textile mill read, “When 
your thread becomes tangled, call the 
foreman.” A young woman was new on 

the job. Her thread became tangled and she 
thought, “I will just straighten this out myself, 
after all how difficult can it be.” She tried but in 
vain; the situation worsened. Finally she called 
the foreman. “I did the best I could,” she told 
her boss. “No you didn’t” he quickly remarked. 
“To do the best, you should have called me.”  

The above illustration is a very vivid and yet 
practical picture of man’s relationship to God 
and man’s attempts to save himself 
independently from God. From the beginning of 
time man’s dependence upon God has been 
both established and well chronicled. Moses 
wrote that “in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is” (Ex 
20:11). The crown of God’s creation was 
humanity. In fact, Luke referred to Adam, not 
simply as a created being but rather “the son of 
God” (Luke 3:38). For the crown of His 
creation, for His offspring, God provided all that 
was needed. 

Placing man in Eden God insured that all of 
man’s provisions were met. The beauty of 
nature, the need for nourishment, the gift of life 
and the ability to demonstrate his love for God 
was all provided for Adam in the Garden (Gen. 
2:9) Even companionship, a desire inherent in 
man was wholly satisfied by his Creator (Gen. 
2:18). 

Nevertheless, seeking to do what seemed best in 
his eyes man followed his own path and early 

discovered his dependence on God: “And when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 
husband with her; and he did eat. And the eyes 
of them both were opened” (Gen. 3:6-7). Man’s 
eyes were opened, not simply to the fact that he 
was naked, neither was it purely to the power of 
temptation and the horribleness of sin, but also 
to his dependence upon God!  

It is worthy to note and greatly to be 
emphasized that man’s dependence upon God is 
both physical and spiritual in nature. To the 
multitudes, Jesus declared that it is God who 
“maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust” (Matt. 5:45). To all humanity, just and 
unjust, God provides ALL physical blessings. 
The Christian farmer does not receive the 
desired amount of rain on his crops while the 
unbelieving farmer loses his living to the 
scorching earth. The Christian mother does not 
spend her day happily passing the time without 
concern for the health and wellness of her child 
while the unbelieving mother diligently searches 
for cures and preventions of all manner of 
illnesses for her young. All things needful for 
physical life, growth, and good health are 
provided for all man by his Creator regardless of 
his spiritual state! 

The spiritual blessings which God has provided 
for man, like those physical blessings are offered 
to all of His offspring. These blessings, however, 
are obtained and maintained only by those who 
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Why The Story Of Peter’s Mother-In-Law? 
Article Selected 

T he record of the life of Jesus in the New 
Testament is filled with interesting events, 
which may make you wonder why a 

particular detail or event was mentioned, among 
so many possibilities.  The healing of Peter’s 
mother-in-law is one such event.  Matthew and 
Luke allot two verses, and Mark (the gospel 
account which really focuses on the miracles of 
Jesus) gives it three verses.  While there is little 
told to us in these verses (Matt. 8:14-15; Mark 
1:29-31; Luke 4:38-39), notice how much 
really is told. 
Jesus left the synagogue in Capernaum, where 
He had been teaching and casting out a demon, 
and He “entered Simon’s house.”  Mark tells us 
that Peter’s brother, Andrew, also lived there 
(1:29).  So, five men entered the home: Jesus, 
Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John.  All 
three accounts tell us that Peter’s wife’s mother 
was “sick.”  Matthew and Mark both tell us that 
she was “lying sick with a fever.”  The physician 
Luke specified that she “was suffering from a 
high fever.”  Mark and Luke indicate that the 
disciples “told” Jesus about her and “made 
request of Him concerning her.”  Now, notice 
what happens. 
Matthew says that it started when Jesus “saw” 
her.  Think about the tenderness of that 
word.  The physician tells us that Jesus “stood 
over her,” like a doctor may come near and bend 
over to get closer.  Then, Jesus “touched her 
hand” and “took her by the hand.”  This is very 
personal.  Jesus then “rebuked the fever” and 
“lifted her up,” and the Bible says that 
“immediately the fever left her.”  All three 

accounts emphasize that she was so completely 
restored to health that “she arose and served 
them.” 
Why is this account of the life of Jesus 
recorded?  What are we to learn from this? 
Perhaps this event is recorded for the purpose of 
showing us that Peter was married (see also 1 
Corinthians 9:5).  Many want to claim that 
Peter was the first Pope, yet we are specifically 
told that Peter (why tell us about him and not 
the other apostles?) was married.  Perhaps God 
was putting in the Bible the answer to a future 
false doctrine. 
Perhaps Scripture records this incident to teach 
us that we need to take care of our family, our 
parents, our in-laws, when such is 
necessary.  He who does not take of his own 
family “is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tim. 
5:8). 
If for no other reason, this brief account 
reminds us of two immutable truths:  Jesus 
cares!  Jesus can!  The tender compassion of 
Jesus pours forth in this text.  He has that 
compassion for you!  The power of Jesus to 
overcome any trouble is clear in this text.  He 
has that power to help you!  Thank God for 
these few verses to remind us of our wonderful 
Jesus! 
 

lovingly, humbly, willfully, and faithfully submit 
to God’s will. Paul instructed the Ephesians that 
all spiritual blessings are “in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 
To be in Christ one must be “baptized into Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 6:3); “born of the water and of the 
Spirit” (John 3:5); sanctified and cleansed “with 
the washing of water by the word” (Eph. 5:26); 
“born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). Being born 
again man becomes the spiritual offspring of God 
and gains access to all spiritual blessings which 
God by His grace provides. Peter said the way: 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 
Pet. 1:3). 

The inspired words of the sorrowful seer which 
highlight humanity’s dependence upon his 
Creator still ring true today: “O LORD, I know 
that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). 
Truly God is needed by His offspring! 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%208.14-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%201.29-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%201.29-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.38-39
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%209.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%209.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%205.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%205.8


Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, June 19: Youth Devo hosted by the Fitz-
Simmons after evening worship. Girls bring des-
serts, boys bring chips.  
 
Friday, June 24: Family Fellowship night at 
6:30pm at the building. Please bring games and 
finger foods.  
 
Sunday, June 26: Brandon Starling of Tyler, TX 
will be guest preaching for us. He is a possible 
preacher candidate and we encourage everyone 
to be here. We will also be having a potluck 
luncheon  after the morning worship with an af-
ternoon service. Please bring a potluck dish and 
dessert to share. 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
July 17-22: Peach Valley Youth Camp. Applica-
tions can be found online at peachvalleyaim.com 
 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Richard Hill who is at home with COVID. Nancy 
Dorries who is at home with a fever. Curtis Ros-
enbrock (Ken & Nancy Dorries son-in-law) is at 
Citizens with a colon infection.  
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

Service Roster 
Week of June 12, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer .............................Mike Atkinson 
Closing Prayer............................... Lupe Escojido 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................. Ken Dorries 
Cup ......................................... Clifton Rutherford 
Offering ............................................. Dan Fielder 
Assist ............................................... Jeff Cannady 
Assist ..................................................... Rick Bass  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Doug Jobes 
Closing Prayer................................. Bryant Siegel 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. ... Ken Dorries,  
Clifton Rutherford 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
Devotional .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion .................................... Bass 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Ronnie Scherffius..……………………..……....June 17 
James Cammock..……………………………....June 17 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Ken & Nancy Dorries….…..…………...….....June 14  
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of June   -  Team B.   

We rejoice that Tamyra Carroll was baptized 

last week. May her walk with Christ bear 

much fruit. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of June 5, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….60 

A.M. Worship…………………….………………………80 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....54 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....63 

Offering week of June 5, 2022.………........$3,573 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“Now they have known that all things which You 

have given Me are from You.” 
John 17:7 

midtowncoc.org 


