
No Picture Of Him Exists 
By: Ronnie Scherffius 

J ames Butler Bonham (1807–1836) was a 
19th-century American soldier. Born near 
Red Bank (now Saluda), South Carolina, 

Bonham moved to Montgomery, Alabama, in 
October 1834; the following year he travelled 
to Mobile where he helped to organize a 
company of militia cavalry called the Mobile 
Greys to serve in Texas. The company reached 
San Felipe, Texas in November 1835, and 
Bonham was commissioned a lieutenant in 
the Texian Cavalry one month later. 

On December 1, 1835, Bonham wrote to Sam 
Houston from San Felipe volunteering his 
services for Texas and declining all pay, lands, 
or rations in return. He and Houston quickly 
developed a mutual admiration and after 
being in Texas for only one month Bonham 
was recommended to James W. Robinson by 
Sam Houston to be promoted to major. On 
January 19, 1836, Bonham arrived at the 
Alamo with James Bowie. 

On February 16, he was sent by Alamo 
commander William B. Travis to obtain aid 
for the garrison at Bexar; he returned to the 
Alamo on March 3, charging through the 
Mexican lines bearing a letter from Robert M. 
Williamson assuring Travis that help was on 
its way and urging him to hold out. James 
Butler Bonham died in the battle of the Alamo 
on March 6, 1836. He is believed to have died 
manning one of the cannons in the interior of 
the Alamo chapel. 

Bonham’s legacy is nothing short of 
incredible: the town of Bonham, Texas, is 
named for him as is the city of Bonham the 
county seat of Fannin County. In World War 
II, the United States liberty ship SS James B. 
Bonham was named in his honor. Many Texas 
schools are named after James Bonham, for 
example, in the cities of Abilene, Amarillo, 
Dallas, El Paso, Houston, McAllen, Midland, 
San Angelo, San Antonio, and Temple. 

But perhaps the most incredible circumstance 
of James Butler Bonham is the fact that on a 
wall near the main entrance to the Alamo in 
San Antonio, Texas, is a portrait with the 
following inscription: “James Butler 
Bonham—no picture of him exists. This 
portrait is of his nephew, Major James 
Bonham, deceased, who greatly resembled his 
uncle. It is placed here by the family that 
people may know the appearance of the man 
who died for freedom.” 

No literal portrait of Jesus exists, but the 
likeness of the Son of God who gave His life on 
Calvary is seen in the lives of every Christian. 
Paul declared, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 
2:20). If we have truly put to death the old 
man of sin (Rom. 6:6) and “put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him” (Col 3:10) a 
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Please Respect The Elderly 
Article Selected 

O h, how I wish this article could get into 
the hands of everyone under the age of 
___.  What age would you put in the 

blank representing those who need to read 
about respecting the elderly?  Let’s go with this 
arbitrary number—Oh, how I wish this article 
could get into the hands of everyone under the 
age of 65.  Friends, we are in desperate need of 
greater respect in our land.  There is a massive 
dearth of proper respect for all people, but 
especially for those who are older.  Let’s 
consider this matter. 
 
How many of us have been guilty of showing 
disrespect toward those who are “elderly”?  (You 
decide what “elderly” is.)  Perhaps they are 
moving too slow—at the store, in the checkout 
line, on the road.  Perhaps they can’t see or hear 
you very well.  “Hah? Whatd’ya say?”  Perhaps 
they are forgetting things that they should 
remember or used to know.  Perhaps they are 
saying the same thing over and over.  Perhaps 
they are saying things that you wish they 
wouldn’t, which maybe is annoying you or 
embarrassing you.  Perhaps they’re not 
respecting your space or your time or your 
efforts.  How do we respond?  Are we 
respectful?  Are we disrespectful? 
 
There is an interesting and short (only two 
verses) episode in the life of the prophet Elisha, 
which occurred right after Elijah ascended into 
heaven and Elisha took his place (2 Kgs. 2:23-
24).  As Elisha “was going up the road” to 
Bethel, “some youths came from the city and 
mocked him, and said to him, ‘Go up, you 
baldhead!  Go up, you baldhead!’”  Can you 
imagine children mocking an older man like 
that?  Oh?  You can?  The next verse is even 
more memorable:  “So he turned around and 
looked at them, and pronounced a curse on 
them in the name of the Lord.  And two female 
bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-

two of the youths.”  If we learn nothing else 
from this episode, it is the danger of not 
showing respect for those who are older (or 
bald). 
 
Both the Old Testament and the New Testament 
gave instructions (i.e., commandments) to God’s 
people on this matter.  “You shall rise before the 
gray headed and honor the presence of an old 
man, and fear your God” (Lev. 
19:32).  “Likewise you younger people, submit 
yourselves to your elders… and be clothed with 
humility” (1 Pet. 5:5).  Of course, this applies to 
relationships both inside and outside the 
church.  For those relationships inside the 
church, Paul instructed, “Do not rebuke an older 
man, but exhort him as a father…older women 
as mothers” (1 Tim. 5:1-2).  
 
Unfortunately, many elderly folks could be 
reciting Dangerfield’s old catchphrase, “I don’t 
get no respect!”  As children of God, let us 
“esteem others better than ourselves” (Phil. 2:3
-4), and let us especially include in that 
responsibility our treatment of those who are 
older. 
 
 

 

Christlike spirit will reign in our hearts and a 
portrait of Jesus Christ will be seen by all who 
look into our lives. 

Writing to the Corinthians Paul instructed, 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 

creature” (2 Cor. 5:17). As new creatures in 
Christ we are conformed to the image of Christ 
(Rom. 8:29) imitating His righteous character 
in our daily lives. Who do others see when they 
look at you? 
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Upcoming Events 
 
TODAY!: Fellowship meal after morning worship 
with a 12:45pm service to follow. Please bring a 
potluck dish to share. 
 
Sunday, June 19: Youth Devo hosted by the Fitz-
Simmons after evening worship. Girls bring des-
serts, boys bring chips.  
 
Sunday, June 26: Brandon Starling of Tyler, TX 
will be guest preaching for us. He is a possible 
preacher candidate and we encourage everyone 
to be here. We will also be having a potluck 
luncheon  after the morning worship with an af-
ternoon service. Please bring a potluck dish and 
dessert to share. 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
July 17-22: Peach Valley Youth Camp. Applica-
tions can be found online at peachvalleyaim.com 
 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
 
Georgie Savoie who is having medical issues. Pat-
ty Smith, who had hip surgery last week. Patty is 
the sister of Rieke Bass.  
 
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of June 5, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ....................... Fred Scherrfius 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Doug Jobes 
Closing Prayer................................. Jeff Cannady 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................. Ken Dorries 
Cup ......................................... Clifton Rutherford 
Offering ............................................. Dan Fielder 
Assist .................................................. Isaac Jobes 
Assist ..................................................... Rick Bass  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................Fred Scherffius 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer............................... Lupe Escojido 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. ... Ken Dorries,  
Clifton Rutherford 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ............................ Mark FitzSimmons 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
Devotional ............................ Mark FitzSimmons 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion .................................... Bass 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Draven Garcia……..……………………………....June 8 
Dalton Shafer.……..……………………………....June 9 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Billy & Deann York…….…..…………..…….....June 7  
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of June   -  Team B.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of May 29, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….56 

A.M. Worship…………………….………………………87 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....53 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....53 

Offering week of May 29, 2022.……….......$2,889 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Peter answered and said to Him, “You are 
the Christ.” 
Mark 8:29 

midtowncoc.org 


