
The Age Of Rage 
By: Neal Pollard 

F or the last few years, it has become vogue 
to refer to the current state of incivility as 
“the age of rage.” The British newspaper, 

The Guardian, featured an article in 2019 by 
Oliver Burkeman, entitled, “The age of rage: are 
we really living in angrier times?” Janie Watkins 
wrote the book, “The Age of Rage”: This is a 
mad, mad world, in 2005. While it’s written in 
the context of America, it points back to 
examples like Nebuchadnezzar, Ahab, and other 
Bible characters, alongside modern dictators 
and megalomaniacs. At least one source, 
Science Focus, wisely observes, “The Age Of 
Rage: Why Social Media Makes Us So Angry…
And What You Can Do About It” (3/20). Writers 
in Australia, Ireland, and other countries are all 
observing the same disturbing trend of people 
who disagree being willing to amplify their 
indignation with intimidation and violence. 
Outrage has simply become rage. 

Any number of current events in the last few 
years would serve to prove that we’ve gone that 
far in our society. Civilization depends on 
civility. More than that, Christianity, as Jesus 
and His disciples teach it in the New Testament, 
requires us to “be shrewd as serpents and 
innocent as doves” as He sends us out “as sheep 
in the midst of wolves” (Mat. 10:16). You see, it 
doesn’t matter how the world acts. God expects 
us to assuage the rage. 

The Bible identifies what qualifies as rage. The 
main word translated “rage” in modern 
translations is thumos, and it is found eighteen 
times in the New Testament. The NASB renders 
it “rage” (Luke 4:28; Acts 19:28), 

“indignation” (Rom. 2:8), “angry tempers” (2 
Cor. 12:20), “outbursts of anger” (Gal. 5:20), 
“wrath” (Eph. 4:31; Col. 3:8; Heb. 11:27; etc.), 
and “passion” (Rev. 14:8; 18:3). This word 
means the “intense expression of the inner self; 
a state of intense displeasure” (BDAG 461). 
Louw-Nida says, “an intense, passionate desire 
of an overwhelming and possibly destructive 
character” (290). Kittel explains that the verb 
from which this noun comes originally conveyed 
“violent movement” and “to boil up” and 
“smoke” and the noun came to mean what is 
moved–desire, impulse, disposition, thought, 
and anger (TDNTA 339). Picture a person’s 
temperament as a potentially seething volcano. 
Rather than controlling it, the person allows 
what’s inside to freely boil over. That is rage! 

With intensifying rhetoric from those in the 
world who threaten harm in expressing their 
rage, what does God call you and me to 
do? First, at the basic level, we are not to sin in 
our anger (Eph. 4:26). Second, never take your 
own revenge (Rom. 12:19). Third, replace 
quarrelsomeness with kindness, patience (even 
when wronged), and gentleness (2 Tim. 2:24-
25). Fourth, malign no one, but be peaceable, 
gentle, showing every consideration for all men 
(Titus 3:2). 

Warning: This is not how the world thinks nor 
what the world will do, in many cases. But in the 
age of rage, we have a higher law. Simply put, it 
is, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). It’s not a matter of 
what that may or may not do for our personal 
causes, but what will it do to advance the cause 
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The Design of Your Face 
Article Selected 

Did God make you?  Did He really?  Some 
people don’t believe it.  They cannot bring 
themselves to accept that the God of heaven 
created everything in this universe, including 
every living creature.  However, if we spend 
some time examining the evidence around us, 
we will see that there is literally tons of 
testimonial proof to establish His creative 
genius and power, and one doesn’t have to go 
any further than just looking at his face in a 
mirror.  Consider just a few simple elements of 
design. 

God put eyebrows over your eyes (not under or 
beside) to slow the sweat from getting into your 
eyes.  God put eyelashes on your eyelids to 
prevent little particles from getting in your 
eyes.  God put eyelids over your eyes to protect 
your eyes and to keep them cleansed and 
moistened.  God put two eyes in your head to 
give you range of vision and depth 
perception.  And that’s not even considering the 
minute design elements of your eyes 
themselves. 

God put your nose in the very center of your 
face so that you would naturally point your nose 
and face toward fresh air to breathe.  God put a 
bridge over your nose to keep gravity from 
taking water into your nose inadvertently.  God 
put little hairs in your nose to keep little 
particles or insects out.  And that’s not even 
considering the minute design elements of your 
respiratory system. 

God put your mouth below your nose, so that 
you could smell your food.  God put your mouth 
below your eyes (instead of above your eyes or 
on the sides of your head), so that you could see 
to put food in your mouth and still be able to eat 
and see things around you.  God put your 
tongue and teeth inside your mouth, instead of 
outside your mouth.  God put your tongue 

inside your teeth, and put your teeth in top and 
bottom rows for biting and chewing.  And that’s 
not even considering the minute design 
elements of your digestive system. 

God put your ears on the sides of your head in 
order to give you directionality and range of 
hearing.  God put two ears on your head to give 
you stereo hearing.  God put your ears in a 
peculiar shape to naturally capture and funnel 
sound into your ear canal.  And that’s not even 
considering the minute design elements of your 
ears themselves. 

Just look in the mirror.  Your face itself has 
hundreds of elements of design that prove it 
must have been designed.  It was not an 
accident.  Everything is perfectly sized, 
numbered and positioned to perform its God-
given function and to work together to give you 
the sensory perception to live and thrive.  There 
is no doubt—God did that!  

 

 

of Christ. It’s why He has us in this age, to help 
the world see His way. Those who follow it will 
experience eternal joy, the antithesis and 
antidote to this age of rage! 
 

 
Neal Pollard works with the Lehman Avenue 
Church of Christ in Bowling Green, KY. 



Upcoming Events 
 
Friday May 27: Family fellowship night at 
6:30pm at the building. Please bring food and 
games. 
 
Wed. June 1: Midtown Summer Series Bible Clas-
ses begin! Kids will be having a “Journey with Jo-
nah” this summer and the Adults will be having a 
series on “Boosting Our Spirits.” 
 
Sunday, June 5: Fellowship meal after morning 
worship with a 12:45pm service to follow. Please 
bring a potluck dish to share. 
 
Sunday, June 19: Youth Devo hosted by the Fitz-
Simmons after evening worship. Girls bring des-
serts, boys bring chips.  
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
 
Please remember the family of Glenodine Pitts. 
Glenodine passed away last week.  
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 

 

Service Roster 
Week of May 22, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ............................. Ken Dorries 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ............................. Kevin Sheeran 
Closing Prayer............................... Lupe Escojido 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ............................................. Lupe Escojido 
Cup .................................................. Bryant Siegel 
Offering ..................................... James Cammock 
Assist ....................................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Assist .............................................. Will Burleson  
Assist .............................................Mike Atkinson  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ..................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Closing Prayer................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Will Burleson,  
Kirk FitzSimmons 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
Devotional ...................................... Bryant Siegel 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ............................................ 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Doug Jobes….....……………….…....…………..May  23 
Marilyn Horst ...……………….…....…………..May  25 
 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of May   -  Team A.   

Snacks are needed for the Kids Summer  

Series. There is a sign up sheet in the hall-

way. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of May 15, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….48 

A.M. Worship…………………….………………………72 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....49 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....54 

Offering week of May 15, 2022.……….......$3,708 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and 
walk.” 9 And immediately the man was made 

well, took up his bed, and walked.” 
John 5:8-9 

midtowncoc.org 


