
A PROPER EMPHASIS (1 Tim. 6:17-21) 
By: Cody Kilgore 

O ne of my favorite songs is “My Hope Is 
Built On Nothing Less.” I love this song 
because it provokes and challenges the 

hearts, souls, and minds of the saints gathered 
to affirm that their foundation and hope is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. What a lovely song and a 
grand message! However, are we accurately 
affirming that message in our minds and 
hearts? There is a constant challenge in our 
perseverance of faith as temptation swarms us 
from all around. It is time to examine ourselves 
(2 Cor. 13:5), readjust our focus (Heb. 12:1-2), 
and take hold of what matters most (Phil. 2:12). 
In 1Timothy 6:17-21, Paul will address two 
temptations that often take the place of the 
gospel: riches and knowledge. 
 

Warning for Those Tempted by Riches 
(6:17-19) 

Paul speaks to the rich, encouraging them to use 
their riches for the kingdom. He is not 
challenging the rich themselves, but rather their 
perspective. How often do people become rich 
and consider it their due payment? It happens 
every day and everywhere. The apostle Paul 
challenges their perspective by indicating that 
riches come from God and implying that wealth 
is for the church and not for us. There seems to 
be an attitude that circulates in the church that 
we must be wary of our wealthier members, but 
Psalm 49:16 clearly states that we should not 
become wary of these members, but rejoice. 
There is, however, a level of awareness that 
needs to exist in our minds as we potentially 
accumulate riches because of the temptation 
that so heavily surrounds money (1 Tim. 6:9; 

Eccl. 5:10; Acts 5:1-11; Jas. 5:1-10). The 
temptation is to be greedy (Luke 12:15) and to 
envision money as our savior (Zeph. 1:18; Pro. 
11:4; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). The reality is that our 
wealth is a blessing which the Lord supplies us 
with as a means of ministering to others (Pro. 
3:9, 14:31; 1 Cor. 16:2; Phil. 4:17-18). The main 
message that Paul desires for the rich to know is 
that they need to “take hold of that which is 
truly life.” Henry David Thoreau is quoted, 
saying, “Wealth is the ability to fully experience 
life.” In other words, the real treasure is to 
pursue a life of meaning. What means more 
than the life that God intends for His people to 
enjoy? Nothing can compare (Heb. 11:26)! Now, 
how does Paul say we can “take hold of that 
which is truly life”? We can attain the prize by 
doing good (Gal. 6:10), being rich in good works 
(1 John 3:17-18), being generous (2 Cor. 8:1-7), 
and by being ready to share (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-
37). 
 

Warning for Those Tempted by 
Knowledge (6:20-21a) 

Paul, in his personal address to Timothy, 
commands him to “guard the deposit entrusted 
to him.” This is in reference to the gospel. Paul 
is encouraging Timothy to remain strong and 
guard the gospel, something which he has done 
on more than one occasion (1 Tim. 1:18; 4:8-10, 
15-16; 6:12-14; 2 Tim. 1:8, 12-14; 2:12; 3:14-15; 
4:2-8). To help Timothy see how he, a young 
preacher of the gospel, could be swayed, Paul 
speaks of things which are falsely called 
knowledge. Is it wrong for a Christian to pursue 
further education? No, if that were the case, 
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How Could They Reject Him? 
Article Selected 

W e sometimes wonder how individuals 
could reject Jesus, right to His face, 
when they were witnessing 

supernatural, mind-blowing power 
demonstrated from His hands. After Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead (he’d been dead 
for four days), the Jews plotted to kill both 
Jesus and Lazarus (John 10:45-57; 12:9-
11). Such amazing unbelief! How could they? 
 
Yet, if people could (and did) reject Jesus in the 
face of such miraculous evidence, it should not 
surprise us that they will reject His plain and 
easily understood teachings in our day. Jesus 
made this very simple statement, “He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 
16:16). It boggles the mind today that people 
would then claim that being “baptized” is not 

necessary to “be saved.” How does that 
follow? It doesn’t! 
 
Just as in Jesus’ day, people see what they want 
to see, hear what they want to hear, and believe 
what they want to believe. May we open our 
eyes, ears and hearts to His truth always, 
without getting ourselves in the way!  
 
 

then Paul would have been a hypocrite (Col. 1:9-
10; 2 Tim. 2:15). The warning is not against 
knowledge; it is against supposed knowledge. 
What sort of teaching could have been circulating 
during the time that Timothy was preaching, to 
which he could have been vulnerable? 2 Timothy 
2:16-18 speaks of a possibility. In 1 Timothy 6:20 
and 2 Timothy 2:16, the same phrase is present 
“irreverent babble,” or empty speech. The later 
goes on to mention two who have given 
themselves over to the irreverent speech, 
Hymenaeus and Philetus. The two men were 
teachers of Gnosticism, in which they taught that 
the resurrection of the dead already took place. 
They taught so because they mingled the Greek 
view of immortality (the body dying eternally and 
the spirit remaining awakened) with the biblical 
doctrine of a resurrection. This teaching was 
denying Christ His true deity and even that He 
arose from the grave bodily (1 John 4:3; 2 John 7; 
Acts 1:10-11). Is it wrong for the Christian to be 
filled with knowledge? No, however, we must be 
sure to fill it with what is actually knowledge (2 
Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). How many Christians 
have grown by listening to gospel sermons? In 
contrast, how many Christians have hurt 
themselves by listening to denominational 
sermons, filled with false doctrine? The key is the 
ability to filter the good from the bad. The 
Hebrews writer makes the argument in Hebrews 
5:14 that the mature in Christ are those who have 

had their power of discernment tested. How can a 
Christian guard the deposit entrusted to them? 
Through proper discernment. 
 

Exhortation for Us All (6:21b) 

In 1 Timothy 3:14-15, Paul said,  
I am writing these things to you so 
that, if I delay, you may know how 
one ought to behave in the 
household of God, which is the 
church of the living God, a pillar 
and buttress of the truth. 

Paul’s focus is behavior, and the way he chooses 
to conclude this appeal for behaving godly is by 
reminding Timothy and the audience of the 
reading of this letter to have the proper 
perspective. Eyes fixed towards heaven are the 
only kind that can one day behold it. Hearts 
centered on Christ are the only kind that can one 
day worship Him in heaven. Minds set on those 
things which are above are the only kind that can 
make it above. May the Lord be with you. May 
you continue to walk by His side. May all we do 
be in response to the glory of God and for the 
glory of God. 
 
Cody Kilgore serves as the minister for the 
Riverside Church of Christ, Corpus Christi, TX 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Tonight: Youth Devo after evening worship ser-
vice. Hosted by the Scherffius family. Girls bring 
desserts and boys bring drinks.  
 
Friday May 27: Family fellowship night at 
6:30pm at the building. Please bring food and 
games. 
 
 
 
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
 
Clifton Rutherford who has started radiation 
therapy.  
 
Jerry FitzSimmons who has come home from the 
hospital.  
 
Chance Hoblak who is fighting a very serious 
MRSA infection. He is the brother of Autumn 
Hoblak (Fred Scherffius’ co-worker).  
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of May 8, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ............................. Ken Dorries 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Dan Fielder 
Closing Prayer........................ Clifton Rutherford 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ............................................. Lupe Escojido 
Cup .................................................. Bryant Siegel 
Offering ..................................... James Cammock 
Assist ....................................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Assist .............................................. Will Burleson  
Assist .............................................Mike Atkinson  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................Fred Scherffius 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer................................. Bryant Siegel 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Will Burleson,  
Kirk FitzSimmons 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
Devotional ........................................ Doug Jobes 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ............................................ 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Luke FitzSimmons..……………….…....……..May  10 
Tre Cannady…………………….………..………..May 11 
 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 
Food Helpers for the month of May   -  Team A.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of May 1, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….62 

A.M. Worship…………………….………………………79 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....58 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....47 

Offering week of May 1, 2022….……….....$3,695 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“But he said to Him, “Lord, I am ready to go 

with You, both to prison and to death.”  
Luke 22:33 

midtowncoc.org 


