
Stewardship 
By: Cody Westbrook 

S tewardship is one of the more challenging 
principles of New Testament Christianity, 
not because it is difficult to understand but 

because of the all-encompassing nature of its 
application to daily living. Everything we have is 
entrusted to our care and must be utilized 
responsibly. Our time, our abilities, our 
opportunities, our money, our children, and our 
lives are all gifts given graciously by God to be 
used for His glory. Such a reality should humble 
us and compel us to give determined attention 
to discharging our responsibilities as faithfully 
as possible. This begins with a proper 
understanding of stewardship in general. This 
article is an attempt to study the fundamental 
aspects of stewardship so that we may faithfully 
carry out our obligations to the Master. 

There are several Greek words in the New 
Testament that relate to the concept of 
stewardship but the two most common–
oikonomos and oikonomia–are compound 
words meaning “house administrator.” In the 
New Testament world a steward was a servant 
who was charged with managing the household 
affairs of his master. He may be responsible for 
handling business transactions, finances, 
discipline, banquets, and a number of other 
items at the master’s discretion. Jesus made the 
application of this concept to every Christian in 
the parable recorded in Luke 12:35-48. Notably, 
He used the word steward (oikonomos) and 
slave (dulos) interchangeably in the context. 
Christians are servants of God (Rom. 6:18; Col. 
3:24; etc.) who have been entrusted and must 
faithfully use all that God has given, to His 

glory. There are three words that best 
summarize our role as stewards. 

First, stewardship involves measurability. In the 
parable of the talents Jesus said the talents were 
given to the servants “each according to his own 
ability” (Matt. 25:15). Another stewardship 
parable ends with this very challenging 
statement: 

For everyone to whom much is 
given, from him much will be 
required; and to whom much has 
been committed, of him they will 
ask the more (Luke 12:48). 

God blesses people with a variety of different 
abilities, opportunities, and responsibilities and 
we much each use what we have to His glory. 
First Corinthians 12:12-31 identifies the varied 
nature of the body of Christ and emphasizes the 
fact that every part–every member–fulfills an 
important role in the overall function of the 
body. No member is too small or insignificant. 
Whether one, five, or ten talents, “as each one 
has received” (1 Pet. 4:10) so we must use. 

Second, stewardship involves responsibility. 
Stewards in the ancient world were entrusted 
with the care of their master’s property. 
Consequently, reliability, trustworthiness, and 
integrity were required characteristics for each 
one. Our requirements as stewards are no 
different. Paul said, 

Let a man so consider us, as 
servants of Christ and stewards of 
the mysteries of God. Moreover it 
is required in stewards that one be 
found faithful (1 Cor. 4:1-2). 
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What Are You Bringing For Dinner? 
Article Selected 

M ost of us likely eat much better than 
the average person in other parts of the 
world. But, is it really all about what’s 

on the table? What if all we could bring to the 
table to eat was “herbs” or a “dry crust of 
bread”? That wouldn’t be very good, would 
it? Certainly, we would rather have a table full of 
festive dishes to fill our bellies full. 
But, there’s something more important at that 
table than what is ON it! Consider these two 
proverbs: “Better is a dinner of herbs where love 
is, Than a fatted calf with hatred…Better is a dry 
morsel with quietness, Than a house full of 
feasting with strife” (Prov. 15:17; 17:1). 
Now, what is it that you bring to the dinner 
table? Do you bring strife or hatred, anger or 
bitterness? In that case, it doesn’t matter at all 
what is ON the table! For the sake of our 
families, for the sake of our spouse, let us bring 
genuine “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control” to the table (Gal. 5:22-23). There 

is no better “fruit” on which and with which to 
feast!  

Jesus asked, “Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward…”(Luke12:42) and later said,“He who is 
faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; 
and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also 
in much” (Luke 16:10). Fundamental to good 
stewardship is the faithful use of things entrusted 
to our care, which are not our property. Every 
blessing bequeathed to us is on loan. 

Or do you not know that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God, 
and you are not your own? For you 
were bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are God’s (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). 

Responsible stewards recognize that they are 
entrusted with things that belong to God, and 
regularly consider whether or not they fulfill their 
duties in the best way possible. 

Third, stewardship involves accountability. 
Ultimately, every steward will account to the 
Master for how he has managed the Master’s 
goods. The stewardship parables clearly 
emphasize this point as do a number of other 

passages throughout God’s Word. The Hebrews 
writer  

And there is no creature hidden 
from His sight, but all things are 
naked and open to the eyes of Him 
to whom we must give account 
(Heb. 4:13). 

The word “account” has to do with providing an 
explanation, a reckoning, or giving a record of 
assets and liabilities. Peter used the same word in 
1 Peter 5:7 when he said “They will give an 
account to Him who is ready to judge the living 
and the dead.” Everyone will stand before the 
judgment seat and answer for how he discharged 
his duties as a steward. We are accountable to the 
Master for how we use His goods. 

Stewardship is a challenging and humbling 
concept. Losing sight of our responsibility to 
faithfully use what God has given us proves easy 
in the hustle and bustle of life. As we consider our 
blessings, may we feel compelled to discharge our 
duties as faithfully as possible, to the glory of our 
great God. 
 
Cody Westbrook serves as the minister for the 
Southwest Church of Christ, Austin, TX.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2015.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2017.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%205.22-23


Upcoming Events 
 
Today!: Graduation Reception for Myra FitzSim-
mons, Isaac Jobes, Ashley Price, and Fred 
Scherffius. It will be held at our monthly potluck 
luncheon after morning worship. Please bring a 
potluck dish to share. A cake will be provided. 
There will also be baskets for cards and well 
wishes. 
 
Sunday May 8: Youth Devo after evening worship 
service. Hosted by the Scherffius family. Girls 
bring desserts and boys bring drinks.  
 
Friday May 27: Family fellowship night at 
6:30pm at the building. Please bring food and 
games. 
 
 
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
April 30-May 5: Focal Point hosted by University 
church of Christ. 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Lenny Moore, who is back in the hospital.  
 
Virginia Escojido and Veronica Serenil on the 
loss of their brother, Julian Valdez.  
 
Jerry FitzSimmons is in Citizens recovering from 
an infection and removal of a mass from his leg. 
He will be transferred to their skilled unit for 
wound care.  
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

Service Roster 
Week of May 1, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ........................Fred Scherffius 
Song Leader .................................Fred Scherffius 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer................................. Jeff Cannady 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ............................................. Lupe Escojido 
Cup .................................................. Bryant Siegel 
Offering ..................................... James Cammock 
Assist ....................................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Assist .............................................. Will Burleson  
Assist .............................................Mike Atkinson  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ......................... James Cammock 
Closing Prayer............................... Lupe Escojido 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Will Burleson,  
Kirk FitzSimmons 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
Devotional .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ............................................ 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Jack Fielder……......………………….…....……..May  4 
Allen Clifton………………………………..………..May 4 
Sherry Lynch………………………………..……….May 6 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Clifton & Jackie Rutherford…………..……….May 1 
Steve & Letty Randle………..…………..……….May 5 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 
Food Helpers for the month of May   -  Team A.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of April 24, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….59 

A.M. Worship……………………………………………78 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....47 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....54 

Offering week of April 24, 2022….……….....$3,212 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not 

even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.” 
Mark 13:32 

midtowncoc.org 


