
Reactions To Others Sins  
By: Dan Cates 

H ow do we react when those around us commit 
sinful acts? How do we react when those 
around us live sinful lives? It is probable that 

we react in one of the following ways: either we 
ignore the sin, so as to avoid confrontation, or we 
magnify the sin, to feel better about our own 
transgressions, or we get frustrated by the sin, and 
begin to develop wrong attitudes in our lives, or we 
correct the one who has sinned, forgiving him as we 
have been commanded to do. 
 Some will ignore the sins of others, choosing 
to look only at the good things that one does, and 
not to look at those things which endanger the soul. 
When one reacts to another’s sin in this way, who is 
benefited? The sinner is not benefited, for the sin 
that is ignored by others is one that likely will not be 
repented of, and, therefore, will not be forgiven! The 
one who ignores the sin is not benefited, for he bears 
the responsibility to help another be freed of the 
burden of sin (Gal. 6:1). It is likely that we have an 
example of this in the Old Testament with priest Eli. 
According to I Samuel 2:12-17, Eli’s sons were 
exceedingly wicked; and, while Eli did confront 
them, the Bible says that Eli was “very old” when he 
did it (v. 22). The logical conclusion is that for many 
years he must have ignored what they were doing. 
Who was benefited by Eli’s ignoring their sins? Not 
the sons, for they died in such a state that even their 
widows did not mourn (Psa. 78:64); not Eli, for, 
knowing that his sons had sealed their fate, he died 
upon hearing that the ark was taken, and not that his 
sons were dead (I Sam. 4:18); and not Israel, for 
Israel became so frustrated by the sins of these 
priests that they abhorred sacrificing to the Lord 
(2:17). 
 There are some who will magnify the sins of 
others, thereby excusing their own sins. They may, 
to friends who know their sinful practices, say, “Yes I 
am guilty of __________, but he is doing 
__________ which is much worse.” They may 

simply use such as an occasion to justify, in their 
own minds, their sinful acts, saying, “I do not have 
to give up __________, because she calls herself a 
Christian, but she is a __________.” Jesus spoke 
of this reaction to the sins of others when he was 
denouncing the hypocrisy of the Pharisees who were 
quick to point out the faults of others while white-
washing their own (Mat. 7:1-5; 23:27-28). While 
such may provide “conscience salve,” for the one 
having this reaction, it provides no true benefit, for 
every sin bears the same penalty--death (Rom. 
6:23). 
 Then, there are some who become frustrated 
when others sin. As a result, they either become 
slight in fulfilling their own responsibilities, or 
develop an improper attitude toward the sinners, or 
others, or even God. One example of this has already 
been given: the people of Israel were so frustrated by 
the sinfulness of Eli’s sons, God’s priests, that they 
abhorred, hated, performing the duties owed to the 
Lord (I Sam. 2:17). Another example is that of Moses 
after God commanded him to speak to the rock in 
Kadesh (Num. 20:8). The context shows that Miriam 
had just died (v. 1), and that Israel had been 
murmuring, and had been goading Moses (vv. 3-4). 
After this command of God, Moses, still burning 
with frustration toward the rebellious Israelites, 
smote the rock, thereby violating the simple 
command of God. While both the Israelites, in the 
former example, and Moses, in the latter example, 
had right motives (formerly to worship God 
properly, and later to follow Him patiently into the 
Promised Land), both allowed their frustrations to 
be stumbling-blocks which resulted in Israel’s 
failure to worship properly and Moses’ failure to 
enter the Promised Land at all. When we see others 
sin, let us not become so frustrated that we, 
ourselves, become guilty of sin. 
 Finally, there are some who will react to sin 
by helping the sinner to correct his sinful ways, and 
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S amuel is nearing the end of his life by the 

time you read 1 Samuel 12. He gives a speech 

to all of Israel and there are several chilling 

statements that force us to consider our own 

spiritual standing. Samuel seeks the counsel of the 

Lord and asks Him on behalf of the people for an 

earthly king. God had established the Judges to rule 

them rather than a king which was typical for the 

time period. God grants their request, even though 

this kind of leadership was bound for failure. He 

handed Israel their shovel, and they began to dig. 

Here are some of Samuel’s final words.  

“Then Samuel called on the Lord, and that same day 

the Lord sent thunder and rain. So all the people 

stood in awe of the Lord and of Samuel. The people 

all said to Samuel, “Pray to the Lord your God for 

your servants so that we will not die, for we have 

added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a 

king.”“Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have 

done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the 

Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. Do not 

turn away after useless idols. They can do you no 

good, nor can they rescue you, because they are 

useless. For the sake of his great name the Lord will 

not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased 

to make you his own. As for me, far be it from me 

that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray 

for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and 

right. But be sure to fear the Lord and serve him 

faithfully with all your heart; consider what great 

things he has done for you. Yet if you persist in 

doing evil, both you and your king will perish" (18-

25). 

Here are five quick observations and practical truths 

based on Samuel’s speech.  

• We should never let our previous sins hold us 

back from pressing forward. Samuel tells the 

children of Israel not to let the evil in their recent 

past keep them down— but he doesn’t pretend as 

if they hadn’t sinned against God.  

• Samuel reminds the people that God is quick to 

forgive.  

• It’s interesting that Samuel says that his failure 

to pray for God’s people would be a sinful thing 

for him to do.  

• Samuel tells the people to fear the Lord AND 

remember what He’s done for them. God could 

have wiped them out. He clearly had the ability 

as he demonstrated His power over nature in the 

beginning of this section.  

• It was true for the children of Israel and it’s true 

for us today. If we persist in doing evil, we will 

perish.  

The Old Testament is filled with relevant 

applications for us today. Let’s learn from the past, 

and like Samuel said— let’s not let our past failures 

keep us from moving forward. 

by forgiving him when he does. When Peter was guilty 
of preferring his Jewish brethren over his Gentile 
brethren (Gal. 2:12), and had even caused some to be 
carried away with him in his transgression (v. 13), 
Paul immediately corrected him (v. 11). To ignore the 
sin of another is the worst thing we can possibly do, 
while to point out, humbly and tactfully, the sin of 
another is the best thing we can possibly do! (Jam. 
5:20). Furthermore, if when we have corrected 
another, he repents, the Christian bears the 
responsibility of forgiving him (Luke 17:3; Gal. 6:1). 
To correct and forgive are not mere suggestions for 

the one who wants to react correctly to the sins of 
others, they are necessities, for they are commanded 
by God! 
 Recognizing that we could ignore, magnify, be 
frustrated by, or correct and forgive the sin of others; 
when we are put into such situations let us do the 
latter, for in doing such, we will benefit the one who 
has sinned, and will fulfill our own responsibilities. 
 
Dan Cates is a gospel preacher, elder, and serves on 
the faculty of the Memphis School of Preaching 



Upcoming Events 
 
Today! There will be a potluck luncheon today 
after morning worship. Please bring a potluck 
dish to share. There will be a 12:30pm afternoon 
service to follow. 
 
Sunday, April 10: Youth Devo after evening ser-
vices hosted by the Cammocks. Boys bring 
drinks, girls bring desserts.  
 
Friday, April 22: Family Fellowship night @ 
6:30pm at the building.  Please bring food and 
games.  
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
April 23: University church of Christ Spring For-
mal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of April 3, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer....................................... Rick Bass 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ....................................... Ronnie Scherffius 
Cup ...................................................... Ron White 
Offering ................................. Mark FitzSimmons 
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido 
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
Assist ......................................... James Cammock  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ....................................... Isaac Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ............................... Bryant Siegel 
Closing Prayer..................................... Ron White 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Lupe Escojido,  
Bryant Siegel 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
Devotional .................................... Lupe Escojido 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ........................ Bass Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Jeff Cannady.….......………………….…………..Apr.  3 
Nancy Dorries….…...……………..…..……….….Apr. 6 
Maren Fielder….…………………..…..……….….Apr. 8 
Audrey Fielder..………….………..…..……….….Apr. 8 
 

Anniversaries 
Desmon & Naomi Flonnory..…….…………..Apr.  9 

 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 
Food Helpers for the month of April   -  Team B.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of March 27, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….62 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….80 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....49 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....38 

Offering week of March 27, 2022….…….....$3,751 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“So faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.” 
Romans 10:17 

midtowncoc.org 


