
Better To Have Integrity 
By: Ronnie Scherffius 

T hough often used to describe men, 
integrity is a word that is about as 
understood as it is a quality that is 

possessed. Webster’s Dictionary 
defines integrity as: “The state or quality of 
being entire or complete; wholeness; entireness; 
unbroken state” (Webster's Dictionary, 1913). In 
this sense, integrity may refer to a structure or a 
foundation. If a foundation has lost its integrity, 
the building resting on that foundation will not 
stand because it’s lack of wholeness has 
deprived it of full strength. When referring to 
men, integrity often refers to one's character 
and reputation. In this sense, the meaning is 
similar to that of a building or a structure. A 
man who has no integrity is a man who is 
lacking; he is incomplete; he has no soundness; 
he has a weakened foundation. His character is 
uncertain, and there is no wholeness in him. 

Solomon wrote, “Better is the poor who walks in 
his integrity, Than one perverse in his ways, 
though he be rich” (Prov. 28:6 - NKJV). Better, 
Solomon says, is that man whose character is 
sound and whole (the man who walks in moral 
uprightness) than one who is perverse, even 
though the perverse man is a man of wealth and 
prosperity. Few men display integrity better 
than Job. After enduring severe loss, Job 
maintained his integrity (Job 2:3). He continued 
to be a man of moral uprightness, complete in 
God. Considering that Job maintained his 
integrity, we conclude that a picture of Job’s life 
and character best demonstrates a man of 
integrity. Observe that Job lived a life free from 
immorality and deceit (Job 31:1-11): he was 
considerate and benevolent to the needs of 

those of a lower station than himself (Job 31:13-
23), he did not trust in wealth and possessions 
(Job 31:24-25), he did not practice idolatry but 
worshiped only the God of heaven (Job 31:26-
27), he hoped for the good of others and not 
evil—even if they hated him (Job 31:29-30), he 
showed hospitality to strangers (Job 31:31-33), 
he never engaged in theft or oppressing others 
(Job 31:38-40), and above all Job was willing to 
confess his wrong rather than hide it in hopes of 
maintaining a good name (Job 31:33). Job was a 
man of integrity. He did what was right even 
when no one was looking. We often refer to Job 
as a man who had everything and then lost 
everything, but that is not exactly true. Job 
never lost his integrity! 

Solomon posited integrity above riches. Job 
maintained his integrity even at the loss of great 
possessions. Indeed it is better to have integrity 
than possessions, power, or position. A man of 
integrity is a man who is trusted, respected, and 
whose name alone stands for all that he is. Such 
is the case with Job. When we hear the 
name Job, we think of a man who lost 
everything. Moreover, we picture the man 
inspiration identifies as “blameless and upright, 
and one who feared God and shunned evil” (Job 
1:1 NKJV); a man of whom God said, “there is 
none like him in the earth” (Job 1:8). How much 
better to enjoy the praise of God than the praise 
of man! How much better to have integrity! 

It is better to have integrity than riches because 
the man of integrity is, in truth, the richer man. 
The man of integrity has a name/reputation of 
great value. On two occasions, Solomon spoke of 
the value of a good name: “A good name is 
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Living Like Today Is Not The Day 
Article Selected 

T he apostle Peter wrote about scoffers 
who did not believe that Jesus was going 
to return, for they fallaciously reasoned, 

“Where is the promise of His coming? For 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of 
creation” (2 Pet. 3:4). Every day looked the 
same and went by in the same way and there 
was no sign of His coming, so they went about 
doing whatever they wanted to do, mocking 
the very idea of His promised return. 
 
Is it possible that Christians today (not just 
outsiders, but actual Christians) could become 
so enamored with life and with the affairs of 
this earth that their life itself may be scoffing 
the very idea of Christ’s return? Brother and 
sister, do we live each day with the reminder 
in our heads and the anticipation in our hearts 
that “today could be the day”? Too many of us 
are living like today is not going to be the day, 
and because of His apparent “delay,” we can 
“do as we please.” May God help us to live 

each moment like Jesus “will find” us “doing” 
as He pleases (Matt. 24:43-51)!  
 
 

rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving 
favour rather than silver and gold” (Prov. 22:1); 
“A good name is better than precious ointment; 
and the day of death than the day of one’s 
birth” (Eccl. 7:1). The importance of a name is 
seen in the reputation of such names as Jezebel, 
Adolf Hitler, Nero, and Benedict Arnold—what 
mother would name their child after such 
historical figures? Compare the historical 
reputation of those names to names like 
Washington, Franklin, and Jefferson; Douglas, 
Parks, and King. 

One of the most significant figures of ancient 
Rome is Lucius Quintius Cincinnatus. According 
to Roman legend, Cincinnatus was appointed 
dictator by the Roman Senate to lead his people 
in a war against invading tribes. Victorious, 
Cincinnatus disbanded his army and returned to 
his farm rather than make himself dictator, and 
to this day stands as a legendary figure of Roman 
virtue. So impressed by the history of 
Cincinnatus was George Washington that he 
patterned his return to Mount Vernon after the 

legend of this great Roman. Not surprisingly, one 
of the most well-known statues of George 
Washington is of him as Cincinnatus by Jean-
Antoine Houdon. 

“Better is the poor who walks in his integrity, 
Than one perverse in his ways, though he be 
rich” (Prov. 28:6). The riches of walking in 
integrity are far above the wealth one may 
possess on this earth. A man's name stands not 
only for all that he is but for all that he is for all 
time. The praise bestowed upon a man of 
integrity is far greater than those given to the 
man of means. When a man's wealth passes, so 
does the praise, but the man of integrity never 
loses his worthiness of honor. The value of a good 
name that comes from walking in our integrity is 
especially realized in the words of Jesus, “rejoice, 
because your names are written in 
heaven” (Luke 10:20). Better to have integrity 
because the man of integrity has a name of great 
value, both among God and man. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet.%203.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2024.43-51


Upcoming Events 
 
Friday, Mar. 25—Family Fellowship night @ 
6:30pm. Please bring games and finger foods. 
 
April 1—3: Challenging the Church hosted by 
Midtown. Please make plans to attend and bring 
a friend. 
 
**There will also be a potluck lunch on Sunday, 
April 3rd after morning worship. Please bring a 
potluck dish to share. There will be a 12:30pm 
afternoon service to follow.** 
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
April 1-3: University church of Christ Spring Re-
treat 
 
April 23: University church of Christ Spring For-
mal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests 
 
Mrs. Bonorden who was in the hospital.  
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 

Service Roster 
Week of March 20, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Announcements ............................ Kevin Sheeran 
Scripture Reading .............................. Isaac Jobes 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Jesse Moser 
Closing Prayer....................................... Rick Bass 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................. Jesse Moser 
Cup ................................................Mike Atkinson 
Offering ............................................. Doug Jobes 
Assist ................................................. Dan Fielder 
Assist ............................................Fred Scherffius  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Announcements ............................ Kevin Sheeran 
Song Leader ....................................... Isaac Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ..................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Closing Prayer........................... James Cammock 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Jesse Moser & 
Doug Jobes 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader ............................ Ronnie Scherffius 
Devotional ................................ James Cammock 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ........................ Bass Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Sandra Daltry…....………………….…………..Mar.  29 
Faye Henderson.……………………..………….Mar. 29 
Ann Pantel……....……………………..………….Mar. 29 

 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 
Food Helpers for the month of March   -  Team A.   

Ladies—Please sign up to bring a side dish 

and dessert for the Saturday luncheon for 

Challenging the church. The Sign up sheet 

is on the bulletin board in the hallway.  



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of March 13, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….58 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….82 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....48 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....49 

Offering week of March 13, 2022…..…….....$3,117 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 

and truth.” 
John 1:14 

midtowncoc.org 


