
A Word Of Advice…For The Church 
By: Ronnie Scherffius 

T he book of Proverbs is a collection of wise 
sayings that teach practical and moral 
lessons. Written by Solomon (Prov. 1:1), it 

served as instructions to make a son wise and 
knowledgeable (Prov.1:2, 8; 2:1; 3:1; et al.). 
Though the book was written as instruction to 
an individual, there are many proverbs we can 
apply to the church. Let us note a few to 
emphasize the importance of laboring in the 
work of the church.  

 A working church is a prospering 
church. Throughout the book, Solomon 
consistently emphasized the importance of 
working in contrast to slothfulness. We find one 
example of this in Proverbs 10:4, “He becometh 
poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich.” The “slack 
hand” is the lazy man; the “hand of the diligent” 
is the working man. In laziness, there is poverty, 
but with diligent work is great increase. 
Applying this proverb to the church, we 
conclude that a working church is a church that 
prospers.  

 Many elderships discuss good works but 
never put plans into action. Church members 
are sometimes quick to talk about work that is 
not being done but refrain from putting their 
hands to the plow. To these, wisdom teaches: 
“In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the 
lips tendeth only to penury” (Prov. 14:23). 
Additionally, how often do we make excuses for 
abstaining from the work of the church? 
Solomon noted, “The slothful man saith, There 
is a lion without, I shall be slain in the 
streets” (Prov. 22:13). In other words, one 
excuse is as good as another! Nevertheless, 

excuses do not excuse one from his 
responsibility to be diligent in the work of the 
church.  

 Jesus pictured the work in the kingdom 
of God as laboring in a vineyard (cf. Mt. 20:1). 
With this thought in mind, consider the 
following: 

I went by the field of the slothful, 
and by the vineyard of the man 
void of understanding; And, lo, it 
was all grown over with thorns, 
and nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the stone wall thereof 
was broken down. Then I saw, and 
considered it well: I looked upon 
it, and received instruction. Yet a 
little sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of the hands to sleep: So 
shall thy poverty come as one that 
travelleth; and thy want as an 
armed man (Prov. 24:30–34).  

Brothers and sisters, is the church where you 
attend and worship growing? If not, ask 
yourself, Are we working or simply talking 
about work? Are we laboring in the vineyard of 
the Lord, or have we excused ourselves from His 
call? Wisdom teaches that a working church is a 
prospering church. 

 The size of the local congregation is 
not the most important factor. Another 
word of advice to the church from the proverbs 
highlights size and numbers. “Better is a little 
with righteousness than great revenues without 
right” (Prov. 16:8). There is a mentality that the 
greater the numbers, the stronger and greater 
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How To Have A Spectacular Marriage 
Article Selected 

F or the benefit of all perfect husbands and 
perfect wives, you can stop reading 
now. This article is not for you. Go and 

find something else to do. This is for the less-
than-perfect. 
 
Some days, marriage can be spectacular. Some 
days, marriage can be tough. Often, we might 
suggest that the determining factor in whether 
our marriage is “spectacular” right now or 
“tough” right now is how my spouse is 
behaving or how my spouse is treating me. In 
other words, we take ourselves (our behavior, 
our treatment) out of the equation and lay the 
“blame” on him or her. If that’s how you 
determine the happiness of your marriage, 
how’s that working for you? 
 
As Paul transitioned into the great marriage 
passage in Ephesians chapter five (in which he 
addresses specific matters to the “wives” and 
specific matters to the “husbands”), he first 
emphasizes Christians are to be “submitting to 
one another in the fear of God” (Eph. 
5:21). For the instructions to husbands and 

wives to work, you must be willing to put your 
spouse above yourself (cf. Phil. 2:3-4). Now, 
THAT will make your marriage spectacular!  
 
 

the church. After all, greater numbers translate to 
greater contributions; therefore, greater work. 
Because of this attitude, some churches are found 
sacrificing what is “right” for riches.  

 Parallel to this thought is Proverbs 15:16, 
“Better is little with the fear of the Lord than 
great treasure and trouble therewith” (Prov. 
15:16). Compromising what is “right” for any 
reason is to invite trouble. That trouble may 
come with error. That trouble may come as strife 
among brethren. Trouble will certainly come in 
the day of the Lord (cf. Isa. 13:9; Jer. 46:10; Ezek. 
13:5) for the compromising church!  

 The key is not in great numbers but great 
faith and participation by the numbers we have. 
“Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much 
increase is by the strength of the ox” (Prov. 14:4). 
When none are working in harmony with the 
Lord, there is no fruit, regardless of the size of the 
church! However, even a few, when laboring with 
the Lord, can do much good work. The size of the 

local congregation is not the most important 
factor, but the depth of faith and participation of 
its members.  

 These are but a sample of the Proverbs of 
Solomon that serve as advice for the church. For 
further study, consider the benefit of the church 
to the local community (Prov. 11:10-11) and the 
nation (Prov. 14:34); the longevity of a local 
congregation (Prov. 10:30; 12:7; 14:11); the 
importance of elders in the church (Prov. 11:14; 
15:22); soundness in the pulpit (Prov. 13:17); 
wisdom and necessity of practicing church 
discipline (Prov. 19:28; 22:16; 16:6). Brothers 
and sisters, let us ever look to the wisdom of the 
Scriptures for understanding in our personal lives 
as well as the life and health of the body of Christ.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil.%202.3-4


Upcoming Events 
 
Today!—Potluck luncheon with a 12:45pm after-
noon service. 
 
Sunday, Mar. 13—Youth Devo after evening wor-
ship. Hosted by the White’s.  Boys bring drinks, 
girls bring desserts. 
 
Friday, Mar. 25—Family Fellowship night @ 
6:30pm. Please bring games and finger foods. 
 
April 1—3: Challenging the Church hosted by 
Midtown. Please make plans to attend and bring 
a friend. 
 
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
April 1-3: University church of Christ Spring Re-
treat 
 
April 23: University church of Christ Spring For-
mal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests 
Mani Pagidipalli from India requests prayers for 
the church and personal trials he is facing. 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Kin and 
Sandra Marie, Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, 
Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson, 
Sandy Malone. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of March 6, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Announcements ............................ Kevin Sheeran 
Scripture Reading ........................Fred Scherffius 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ............................... Bryant Siegel 
Closing Prayer................................ Will Burleson 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................. Jesse Moser 
Cup ................................................Mike Atkinson 
Offering ............................................. Doug Jobes 
Assist ................................................. Dan Fielder 
Assist ............................................Fred Scherffius  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Announcements ............................ Kevin Sheeran 
Song Leader ....................................... Isaac Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ....................... Ronnie Scherffius 
Closing Prayer................................... Ken Dorries 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Jesse Moser & 
Doug Jobes 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader .................................Fred Scherffius 
Devotional .......................................... Ron White 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ........................ Bass Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Sam Pantel………...………………………………..Mar.  7 
Curtis Scherffius..………………………………….Mar. 7 
Isaac Jobes……....……………………..………….Mar. 10 
 

Anniversaries 
Leon & Janet Morales……...………..………….Mar. 11 
Jeff & Kelly Cannady ………………..………….Mar. 12 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 
Food Helpers for the month of March   -  Team A.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of February 27, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….58 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….73 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....47 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....57 

Offering week of February 27, 2022…..…...$3,561 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, behold-

ing the evil and the good.”  
Proverbs 15:3; cf. 1 Cor. 15:58 

midtowncoc.org 


