
Symptoms Of A Thriving Church 
By: Cody Westbrook 

Though the reality of weak and dying 
congregations of God’s people saddens us, we 
take comfort in the fact that there are many 
congregations throughout the world that are 
thriving. In addressing the 7 churches in Asia, 
Jesus highlighted the good along with the bad 
(Rev. 2-3). A careful examination of each 
address reveals important characteristics which 
are present in healthy and thriving churches. 

Congregations that are hardworking 
(Rev. 2:2- 3; 2:19). To the church at Ephesus 
Jesus said, “I know your... labor” (Rev. 2:2). The 
word “labor” has to do with exhausting and 
toilsome work. As we sometimes say, “he works 
his fingers to the bone.” To the church at 
Thyatira Jesus said, “...and as for your works, 
the last are more than the first” (Rev. 2:19). 
Such a commendation indicates that their 
service in the Kingdom was growing and 
improving with time. These two passages make 
clear the fact that Christ wants hardworking 
congregations. 

We are “created in Christ Jesus for good 
works” (Eph. 2:10) and we must be “zealous” in 
them (Tit. 2:14). God does not want 
congregations to exist solely as a “worshipping 
society,” in which members show up on Sunday 
to worship but put forth no other effort in 
service to God. He wants congregations who are 
busy teaching (2 Tim. 2:2), serving (Gal. 6:10), 
and encouraging (Rom. 14:19). Such 
congregations exist because of the individuals 
who make them up. If congregations which 
work like Ephesus and Thyatira are to exist, 
then Christians who work like Epaphroditus 
(Phil. 2:5), and Tryphena and Tryphosa (Rom. 

16:12) must exist. What about you? What about 
your congregation? 

Congregations that are opportunistic 
(Rev. 3:7-8). To the church in Philadelphia 
Jesus said, “See, I have set before you an open 
door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and have not 
denied My name” (Rev. 3:8). This congregation 
was small but powerful. Their resources were 
limited, perhaps, but they had opportunity 
because the Lord had opened a door for them 
that no man could close, not even their enemies. 

Opportunistic congregations are like the men of 
Issachar in 1 Chronicles 12:32. They know the 
times. They are in tune with the needs and 
concerns of the people, and they are constantly 
evaluating themselves to determine how best to 
maximize every opportunity to work and serve. 
When the disciples returned to Jesus in John 4 
they seemed oblivious to the opportunities 
before them. Jesus had just finished talking 
with the Samaritan woman who subsequently 
went into the city and told everyone about Him. 
Instead of focusing on the approaching crowd of 
people, the disciples were concerned with 
whether Jesus had eaten. So He said, “Do you 
not say, There are still four months and then 
comes the harvest? Behold, I say to you, lift up 
your eyes and look at the fields, for they are 
already white for harvest” (John 4:35). 
Concerning your congregation, are you more 
like the men of Issachar or the disciples? 

Congregations that oppose sin (Rev. 2:2). 
Unlike many other congregations addressed, 
Ephesus was commended for her faithfulness in 
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opposing sin and error. Jesus said, “I know your 
works, your labor, your patience, and that you 
cannot bear those who are evil. And you have 
tested those who say they are apostles and are not 
and have found them liars” (Rev. 2:2). To “test” is 
to determine the nature of something through 
close examination. Ephesus looked closely at 
false apostles and rejected them. They could not 
“bear,” or tolerate, them, or any evil, to any 
degree. Faithful congregations follow in their 
footsteps. We love the good and hate the evil 
(Rom. 12:9). 

Sin is a cancer and when it is allowed to exist 
within a congregation of God’s people, it will 
ultimately bring about their ruin. “A little leaven 
leavens the whole lump” (1 Cor. 5:6) which is why 
Paul commanded the Ephesian elders to “take 
heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has mad you 
overseers” (Acts 20:28). If sin is present within 
the body we must “cut off the opportunity” (2 
Cor. 11:12) for it to spread. Such is not always 
easy. It often involves uncomfortable 
conversations, confrontation, and no shortage of 
tears and heartache. Yet, it must be done to 
preserve the overall health of the body. 

Congregations that are faithful through 
persecution (Rev. 2:3; 9; 13; 19; 3:4). 
Ephesus had borne and been patient (Rev. 2:3). 
Smyrna suffered through tribulation and poverty 
yet remained faithful (Rev. 2:9). Pergamos is 
where Satan’s seat was (Rev 2:13). Thyatira was 
patient (Rev. 2:19), and even Sardis had a few 
which had not defiled their garments (Rev. 3:4). 
Though many of these congregations had 
problems which needed to be addressed, they 
were all commended to some degree for their 
steadfastness in persecution. 

Persecution and Christianity go hand in hand (cf. 
Matt. 5:10-12; 2 Tim. 3:12). It is not a question of 
if but when, and how severe the persecution will 
be. What must be remembered is that trial and 
persecution can strengthen us if we endure them 
faithfully. James wrote, “My brethren, count it all 
joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces patience” (Jas. 
1:2-3). It is interesting to note that nothing is said 
of Laodicea’s suffering. Perhaps this is a reason 
why they were lukewarm. Faithful congregations 
stand for truth and standing for truth will 
inevitably draw the ire of the enemy. But 
regardless of the severity of the storm, they stand 
firm and endure. 

Congregations that are rich where it 
matters (Rev. 2:9). Smyrna was an important 
center of Imperial worship. The trade guilds and 
religious cults were important there and whoever 
refused to acknowledge Caesar as Lord would be 
excluded. The Saints there struggled to make it. 
Jesus described them as “poor.” A term that 
refers to abject poverty where one possesses 
nothing. And yet He also said they were rich. Not 
in material goods, but in spiritual (cf. Matt. 6:19-
21). 

The overall health of a congregation is not 
measured by the size of their building, number of 
members, or financial resources. Individuals 
make up the whole and if the individuals are 
sound, then so too, the whole. A congregation of 
25 faithful servants is more powerful than a 
congregation of 500 who are unsound. 

Though it is tragic to see sick congregations 
shrivel away to nothing, we take great joy in the 
fact that so many congregations of God’s people 
are healthy and thriving. God’s Word provides 
the information the church needs to thrive, and 
every congregation has the ability to follow the 
prescription. Sick churches can repent and be 
healthy again. Sound churches can ensure their 
health long-term. With scripture as your guide, 
make an honest evaluation of yourself and your 
congregation. Are you willing to do what it takes 
to ensure that your congregation flourishes? 
 
Cody Westbrook serves as the minister for the 
Southwest Church of Christ, Austin, TX 



Upcoming Events 
 
Tonight!—Chili Cook-Off Fellowship after even-
ing services.  There is a sign up sheet in the hall-
way. 
 
Sunday, Mar. 6—Potluck luncheon with a 1pm 
afternoon service. 
 
Sunday, Mar. 13—Youth Devo after evening wor-
ship. 
 
Friday, Mar. 25—Family Fellowship night @ 
6:30pm.  
 
April 1—3: Challenging the Church hosted by 
Midtown. Please make plans to attend and bring 
a friend. 
 
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
April 1-3: University church of Christ Spring Re-
treat 
 
April 23: University church of Christ Spring For-
mal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests 
Gwen Gerlich and Jamie Campa, family of Vergie 
Shelton who have medical issues. 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Kin and 
Sandra Marie, Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, 
Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson, 
Sandy Malone. 
 

 

Service Roster 
Week of February 27, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Scripture Reading .............................. Isaac Jobes 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer .............................Mike Atkinson 
Closing Prayer................................. Steve Randle 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ......................................... James Cammock 
Cup ................................................ Lupe Escojido 
Offering ........................................... Bryant Siegel 
Assist .............................................. Will Burleson 
Assist ...................................... Clifton Rutherford  
Assist ....................................... Kirk FitzSimmons  
 

Sunday Evening 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Song Leader ....................................... Isaac Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ............................. Lupe Escojido 
Closing Prayer..................................... Ron White 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering………….Lupe Escojido & 
Clifton Rutherford 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .......................................... Ron White 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
Devotional .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ................ Flonnory Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Patsy Cope………...………………………………..Mar.  2 
Libby Jobes……...………………………………….Mar. 4 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 
Food Helpers for the month of March   -  Team A.   

 
New Class Quarter Begins Wednesday, 

March 2!  Also, Ron White will be teaching 
from the book of Psalms in the adult 

Wednesday night class. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of February 20, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….59 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….71 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....50 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....41 

Offering week of February 20, 2022…..…...$3,722 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, behold-

ing the evil and the good.”  
Proverbs 11:4 

midtowncoc.org 


