
Glory In This 
By  Ronnie Scherffius 

T hus saith the Lord, Let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, 

let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
But let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exercise loving 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness, 
in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord (Jer. 9:23-24).  

The downfall of Israel was their failure to keep 
God as their glory their pride and joy. Through 
the prophet, God announced, “I will utter my 
judgments against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense unto other gods, and 
worshipped the works of their own hands” (Jer. 
1:16). Israel’s forsaking Jehovah God and 
turning to false manufactured gods was 
identified as two evils (Jer. 2:13). Turning their 
backs upon God, the nation soon lost its 
righteous character.  

Israel had been a people who reverenced and 
humbled themselves to the Lord (Ex. 14:31). 
Being delivered from their enemy, and with the 
hope of the land of promise before them, the 
nation gloried in God’s strength (Ex. 15:2), 
magnified Him for His power (Ex. 15:3-12), and 
praised Him for the greatness of His mercy (Ex. 
15:13). They delighted in their God, whose 
strength and marvelous works would cause 
nations to “fear and dread” (Ex. 15:14-16). They 
exalted Him for His faithfulness (Ex. 15:17) and 
acknowledged His sovereignty over them (Ex 
15:18).  

But Israel became fat with its own greatness 
(Jer. 5:25-28). Prospering in the land of 
promise and enjoying the bountiful blessings of 
God, they turned from His glory and gloried in 
themselves. They forsook justice and mercy 
(Jer. 5:28b) and became wise in their own eyes 
(Isa. 5:21). Thus, the prophet wept for Israel: 
“Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter of my 
people” (Jer. 9:1)! Moreover, the Lord pleaded 
with His people (Jer. 9:23-24.  

Brothers and sisters, what is our pride and joy? 
What is our boasting? In whom do we glory? 
The apostle Paul declared, “God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). As children of 
God, we “have no confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 
3:4), neither trust we in the uncertain riches of 
this world (1 Tim. 6:17). Rather, we gladly 
“count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:8). May 
we ever glory in this! 
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Do We Also Have Eyes Which Do Not See? 
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When Jesus said, “Lift up your eyes and look at 
the fields, for they are already white for 
harvest” (John 4:35), His disciples really had 
trouble understanding what was being said. 
They were in Samaria and the apostles, because 
of their Jewish background, had never seen that 
Samaritans had souls. Jews avoided, as much as 
they could, any contact with this mixed race in 
Samaria. Jesus’ use of the word “already” shows 
that He saw Samaria as a field ready to be 
reaped for God. 
These apostles had to be shocked at the words of 
Jesus, but in just a few months they saw what 
Jesus saw.  They saw souls, even those in 
Samaria. Just before His ascension, Jesus gave 
His plan to evangelize the world using these 
words: “You shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). It appeared 
that some heard these words this time and 
understood them. 
The church began in Jerusalem and when 
persecution arose, the Bible shows that they 
went to Samaria. When the Samaritans believed 
and obeyed the gospel, these apostles then knew 
His plan that involved from Jerusalem to 
Samaria. The apostles were part of the 
beginning of the church and before them were 
the white fields of Samaria.  What happened? 
Luke describes the response using the word 
“multitudes.” The apostles seemed to have 
understood His great commission. They sent 
Peter and John to them that they might lay 
hands on these new Christians so that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit. 
However, their view of white fields was limited. 
Some of those early Christians went to Antioch 
in Syria, and some Greeks, likely proselytes, 
became Christians (Acts 11:19-20). But most 
in the church still did not see the white fields. It 
is true that Peter said on Pentecost that the 
promise of the Spirit would be given to as many 
as the Lord called, but he failed to see that it 
included those who were far off—the Gentiles. 
It was the miracle of the Spirit coming on the 
household of Cornelius that started opening 
their eyes. God had shown that He accepted any 
person in every nation who feared God and did 

His will (Acts 10:34-35). The great 
commission of Jesus was to preach to every 
creature. The church was so slow in seeing this. 
What is the application of what we have just 
said? It is for each of us to lift up our eyes. We 
have no right to pre-judge others before we 
teach them! Remember that world evangelism 
begins at your front door and goes around the 
world. Is it possible that we are not seeing our 
white fields? As you walk away from the church 
building, you are in His mission field! 
 

 
 

 

We are working on the 2022 Pocket 

Directory. Please make any correc-

tions to your family information by 

Wednesday, Feb. 23rd. The directory 

is located on the table in the foyer. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%204.35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.34-35


Upcoming Events 
 
Today! Men’s meeting at 4pm in the fellowship 
hall.  

 
Tonight!—Youth devo after evening worship 
hosted by the Scherffius family.  
 
Friday, Feb. 25– Family fellowship night @ 
6:30pm at the building.  
 
Sunday, Feb. 27—Chili Cook-Off Fellowship after 
evening services.  
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Feb. 24 through 27—Arise hosted by SW church 
of Christ 
 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests 
 
Ernest Martinez, Lupe Escojido’s cousin that was 
diagnosed with cancer, passed away last week.  
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Kin and 
Sandra Marie, Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, 
Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson, 
Sandy Malone. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of February 13, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Scripture Reading ........................Fred Scherffius 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Dan Fielder 
Closing Prayer................................... Jesse Moser 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ......................................... James Cammock 
Cup ................................................ Lupe Escojido 
Offering ........................................... Bryant Siegel 
Assist .............................................. Will Burleson 
Assist ...................................... Clifton Rutherford  
Assist ....................................... Kirk FitzSimmons  
 

Sunday Evening 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Doug Jobes 
Closing Prayer.................................... Isaac Jobes 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering………….Lupe Escojido & 
Clifton Rutherford 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
Song Leader .................................Fred Scherffius 
Devotional ................................ James Cammock 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ................ Flonnory Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Kevin Sheeran……………………………………..Feb. 18 
Curtis Pantel….…………………………………….Feb. 19 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of February   -  Team B. 

There is a  list of teams on the bulletin board.  



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of February 6, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….68 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….89 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....53 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....47 

Offering week of February 6, 2022…..…...$4,122 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this 

is the whole duty of man.” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) 

midtowncoc.org 


