
There Is A Difference 
 By  Ronnie Scherffius 

G enerally speaking, members of the 
churches of Christ understand the 
difference between the Old and New 

Testaments. This difference contemplates more 
than narratives and historical events. The Old 
Testament and New Testament are distinctive in 
both character and content. The purpose of each 
is also unique. The contrasts seen in the 
parallels of these divisions of the Bible 
demonstrate the unique qualities of these two 
parts of the Bible, which together provide all 
truth revealed by God. 

The Old Testament highlights man’s sin while 
the New emphasizes his salvation. In the 
Garden of Eden, man was tempted by the 
adversary and sinned against God (Gen. 3). 
From this point, man’s sin and lost state is 
continually underscored through sacrifices and 
offerings that never fully make the offerer 
perfect (cf. Heb. 10:1). However, the old 
covenant looked to the new to come when God 
would “no more” remember the sins of man 
(Jer. 31:34; cf. Heb. 8:12). With the New 
Testament, we find a greater emphasis on 
salvation from and forgiveness of sins (cf. Acts 
4:12; Rom. 1:16; Eph. 1:13; 2 Tim. 2:10; et al.) by 
the one sacrifice of Jesus (cf. 1 Pet. 3:18). 
Remission, a word not found in the Old 
Testament, is introduced early in the New 
Testament text: “For this is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins” (Mt. 26:28). In short, the old 
covenant points to the new which was brought 
in by the Christ that man might be justified by 
faith (Gal. 3:22-24).  

The Old Testament is filled with promises and 
prophecies of a Savior that was to come. In what 
must have seemed an enigma, God spoke of the 
Savior from the time of man’s fall: “And I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 
3:15). The words of Isaiah also escaped the 
understanding of the people when it was 
announced: “Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). The Savior is also 
pictured in God’s promise to Abraham, “And in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed” (Gen. 22:18; cf. Gal. 3:16), and in the 
suffering servant of Isaiah (Isa. 52:13–53:12). 
The Savior of the Old Testament that was to 
come is revealed in the New Testament, 
fulfilling those things spoken centuries before:  

And he said unto them, These are 
the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their understanding, 
that they might understand the 
scriptures, And said unto them, 
Thus it is written, and thus it 
behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day 
(Lk. 24:44-46).  

The death of Jesus was a stone-bruise to the 
heel of the Christ (cf. Phil. 2:5-11), but His 
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Job’s Friends, Super or Sorry 
Article Selected 

You’ve been in that moment. Someone receives 
bad news or something tragic has happened. 
What do you do? What do you say? You are left 
with these questions and others as you try to 
comfort your grieving friend or relative. The 
need is so great, we have a heart that wants to 
help, but often we are at a loss of the right 
course of action. When we look to the Scripture 
for examples of those who lost much, Job is at 
the top of the list. Even to those in the secular 
world the name of Job is a byword of great 
suffering. The lesser-known friends of Job 
contributed to his comfort and sorrow. Let us 
glean from their example of both the right and 
the wrong things to do in the face of grief. 
It happened that after Satan had taken 
everything away from Job and attacked his 
health that he sat in the ashes scraping his skin 
with a piece of broken pottery. It is in this 
moment that Job responds to his wife, “Shall we 
indeed accept good from God, and shall we not 
accept adversity?” (Job 2:10). This is when 
Job’s friends arrive on the scene. “Now when 
Job’s three friends heard of all this adversity 
that had come upon him, each one came from 
his own place…For they had made an 
appointment together to come and mourn with 
him, and to comfort him…they lifted their voices 
and wept; and each one tore his robe and 
sprinkled dust on his head toward heaven. So, 

they sat down with him on the ground seven 
days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word 
to him, for they saw that his grief was very 
great” (Job 2:11-13). This passage highlights all 
the things that Job’s friend did right. They 
heard, they came, they coordinated the visit, 
they showed appropriate emotion, they showed 
solidarity with Job, they stayed seven days and 
nights, and they didn’t talk. Had they left their 
efforts to this, we would’ve had a shorter book 
and a better example of friends. 
Where they went wrong was when they began to 
speak. Job breaks the silence with a lament in 
chapter three. Eliphaz is the first to speak and 
he says, “Remember now, who ever perished 
being innocent? Or where were the upright ever 
cut off? Even as I have seen, those who plow 
iniquity and sow trouble reap the same” (Job 
4:7-8). He tells Job that it’s his fault he is 
suffering! They even go on to say his children 
were wicked and that’s why they died. They 
presume to know God’s will. God rebukes them, 
“My wrath is aroused against you and your two 
friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is 
right” (Job 42:7). Job rightfully calls them 
“sorry comforters” (Job 16:2). 
What do we learn? Our presence and mourning 
with those who are mourning is enough (Rom. 
12:15). Don’t try to find a why. Point them to 
the God of all comfort (2 Cor. 1:3-4). 

resurrection was a death blow to that old serpent 
called the Devil (Heb. 2:14; cf. Rom. 1:4; Acts 
2:23-24). The very name of Jesus identifies His 
saving work (Mt. 1:21) as does His self-
proclaimed purpose “to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Lk. 9:10). The Savior promised 
in the Old Testament is seen walking among men 
and fulfilling His work in the New (John 1:14; 1 
Jn. 1:1; 2 Pt. 1:16-18; cf. Lk. 1:2).  

In addition to these, we could add the covenant of 
the Old Testament sealed with the blood of 
animals in contrast to the new covenant sealed 
with the blood of Jesus in the New (Ex. 24:7-8; 
Heb. 9:12-28), and the Levitical priesthood of the 
old which gave way to the priesthood of Jesus 
(Heb. 7:11-28). John perfectly summarized the 
distinction between the Old and New 
Testaments: “For the law was given by Moses, 

but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (Jn. 
1:17). The fulness of God’s grace and truth, darkly 
seen in the Old Testament, was fully revealed (cf. 
Jn. 1:14) in the New by the coming of Jesus 
Christ.  

Generally speaking, members of the churches of 
Christ understand the difference between the Old 
and New Testaments. The old points us to the 
Christ (Gal. 3:24), the new to salvation in the 
Christ. The old law, with its sacrifices, is no 
longer in effect but has been fulfilled in the Christ 
and nailed to His cross (Col. 2:14; Rom. 10:4). 
The religious world as a whole does not have this 
understanding. Let us give diligence to handle the 
word of truth properly (2 Tim. 2:15) and prepare 
ourselves to defend our hope in the Christ (1 Pt. 
3:15).  
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Upcoming Events 
 
Saturday, Feb. 5– Ladies’ Day hosted by Mid-
town.  
 
Sunday, Feb. 13—Youth devo after evening wor-
ship.  
 
Friday, Feb. 25– Family fellowship night @ 
6:30pm at the building 
 
Sunday, Feb. 27—Chili Cook-Off Fellowship after 
evening services.  
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Feb. 24 through 27—Arise hosted by SW church 
of Christ 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests 
 
Bobby Hope, a friend of Steve Randle’s passed 
away last week. Please keep his family in your 
prayers.  
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Ken and 
Sandra Marie, Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, 
Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson, 
Sandy Malone. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of January 30, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Scripture Reading .......................... Will Burleson 
Song Leader ...................................... Jesse Moser 
 
Opening Prayer ................................... Ron White 
Closing Prayer....................... Mark FitzSimmons 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ..................................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Cup .......................................... Ronnie Scherffius 
Offering ............................................... Ron White 
Assist ......................................... James Cammock 
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido  
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
 

Sunday Evening 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ......................... James Cammock 
Closing Prayer..................................... Ron White 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. .. Ron White &  
Lupe Escojido 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
Devotional .......................................... Ron White 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ............................................ 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Richard Tisue ............................................. Feb.  2 
 

Anniversaries 
Lupe and Virginia Escojido………………….Jan. 31 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of January   -  Team A. 

There is a  list of teams on the bulletin board.  

Midtown will be hosting our Ladies’ Day on 

Saturday, February 5th, 2022. Our speaker 

will be the lovely Lakesha Garza from the Ad-

ams Street church of Christ. Registration & 

Breakfast will be from 8:30am-9:15am and 

lunch will be provided. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of January 23, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….52 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….71 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....43 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....48 

Offering week of January 23, 2022……...$3,905 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked 

should die? saith the Lord God; and not that he 
should return from his ways, and live?” 

Ezekiel 18:23 

midtowncoc.org 


