
Will 2022 Be The Year… 
By Ronnie Scherffius 

T he new year has arrived; it has been 
ushered in with celebrations and greeted 
with resolutions, most of which will fail. 

Rather than the annual bulletin article to 
encourage “spiritual resolutions,” let us 
consider a series of questions, each framed with 
the idea of “will 2022 be the year.” 

Will 2022 be the year that you make my 
life right with God? Am I walking in the light 
with God? If not, how long have I been living 
with my soul in jeopardy? Are there things in 
my life that need to be corrected? If I gain the 
whole world but lose my soul, what have I 
gained? (Mt. 16:26) Will 2022 be the year that I 
put on Christ in baptism? Will 2022 be the year 
that I confess and repent of open sin? Will this 
year be the year that I make my life right with 
God? 

Will 2022 be the year that I put my faith 
into action? One may respond by saying, “I 
put my faith into action when I obeyed the 
gospel.” My reply to that is, “Great! What have 
you done since?” Baptism is not the end of 
obedience but the beginning of the Christian 
life. It is being born into the family of God (Jn. 
3:3). As a Christian, I am the “workmanship” of 
God “created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works” (Eph. 2:10). What good works am I 
doing? Will 2022 be the year that I put my faith 
into action by getting up from the pew and 
getting involved in church work? 

Will 2022 be the year that I return to 
public worship? Why have I become 
inconsistent in attending public worship? Why 
have I completely stopped attending public 

worship? Have I allowed life to get in the way? 
Have Covid fears become an easy excuse? Is 
worship streamed on YouTube easier and more 
convenient for me? What is the reason that I 
have decided to dismiss inspired admonitions 
and examples of Christians gathering together 
on the first day of the week to worship with the 
saints and commemorate the Lord’s death? 
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2) Will 2022 be the year 
that I return to public worship? 

Will 2022 be the year that I increase my 
Bible knowledge? How many years have I 
been a Christian? From the time of my baptism 
till the present, has my knowledge in God’s 
Word increased? Do I know enough to teach 
someone else? (Heb. 5:12) Do I have the ability 
to defend the hope I have in Christ? (1 Pt. 3:15) 
Do I open my Bible only during Bible class or 
the Sunday morning sermon? Will 2022 be the 
year that I increase my Bible knowledge? 

Will 2022 be the year that I bring a soul 
to Christ? Why have I never put into practice 
the New Testament example of Christians 
teaching others? (Acts 8:4; 11:19; 18:26; 2 Tim. 
2:2) Why did I so quickly embrace the idea that 
personal evangelism is the work of the preacher, 
the elders, or the deacon “over evangelism,” but 
not mine? Will 2022 be the year that I bring a 
soul to Christ? 

Will 2022 be the year I do more than 
attend Bible classes and worship 
services? There is much work to do in the local 
church. Some of it may require more skill, 
talent, and even time that I may have to give. 
However, I could prepare the Lord’s Supper for 
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Do Not Worry 
Article Selected 

At some point we may have thought about how 
the wicked can have so much. Why does it seem 
that those that live in complete disregard for 
God and His judgments can live in abundance 
and ease? We read passages that speak to the 
prosperity of the righteous and the wicked being 
cut off and wonder, “When will I 
prosper?” (Psa. 1:3-4). The remedy for this 
kind of thinking is mentioned three times in 
Psalm 37. “Do not fret because of 
evildoers” (Psa. 37:1). “Do not fret because of 
him who prospers in his way” (Psa. 37:7). “Do 
not fret; it leads only to evildoing” (Psa. 
37:8).  Verses 7-11 of this Psalm give us a 
glimpse into the overall message. 
 
“Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for 
Him” (Psa. 37:7a). “Rest” means to be silent 
and still, to take a time out. “Be still and know 
that I am God” (Psa. 46:10). We don’t like 
waiting. We are no longer conditioned to wait. 
Waiting on the Lord is a big theme in the Old 
Testament. It is mentioned twice in this psalm 
(v. 7, 34). A patient waiting and confidence in 
the Lord is what is being encouraged. If we are 
not good at waiting, we are worse at being 
patient in waiting. Paul reminds us, “But if we 
hope for what we do not see, with perseverance 
we wait eagerly for it” (Rom. 8:25). “Do not 
fret because of him who prospers in his 
way” (Psa. 37:7b). When someone says, “Don’t 
worry about it,” we normally respond with, “Oh, 
I’m glad you said that. I was about to worry 
there for a second.” In this psalm, our worry is 
put into context. It is going to be worse for the 

wicked. We are instructed to “cease from anger” 
because one result of unbridled worry is anger. 
How many of you get angry watching the news? 
Things happen that we have no control over, 
and we wish it was different. It’s the same for 
those that see the wicked prosper and worry 
about it. There is nothing we can do about it. 
That is God’s work, not ours. “Be angry, and yet 
do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, and do not give the devil an 
opportunity” (Eph 4:26-27). This is again why 
we are encouraged not to worry. “It leads only to 
evildoing” (Psa. 37:8b). Often we try to “fix” 
things, and it makes it worse. Abraham said, 
“Tell them you’re my sister; they might kill 
me” (Gen. 12:13). Sarah said, “Have a child 
with my servant girl. What could possibly go 
wrong?” (Gen. 16:2). 
In this psalm, we can take comfort in the 
contrast of the wicked and righteous. Evildoers 
will be cut off and will be no more. The 
righteous will inherit the land and delight 
themselves in abundant prosperity. We must 
learn to rest in the Lord and patiently wait on 
Him. “Depart from evil and do good, So you will 
abide forever. For the LORD loves justice and 
does not forsake His godly ones; They are 
preserved forever, But the descendants of the 
wicked will be cut off. The righteous will inherit 
the land and dwell in it forever” (Psa. 37:27-
29). 

Sunday worship. I can also help open and close 
the building from time to time. I can be a part of 
helping prepare food for others. I can even host 
the youth group in my home for monthly 
devotionals. Will 2022 be the year I do more than 
attend Bible classes and worship services? 

These are just a few thoughts that I have 
regarding the year 2022. I will share more next 
week. What thoughts do you have? What will the 
year 2022 be to you? 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Today! —Monthly potluck luncheon after morn-
ing service and 1 pm service. 
 
Monday, Jan. 3rd—Teens Bible Basics @ 6:30pm 
at the building 
 
Thursday, Jan. 6th—Teens Takeaway Thursday 
@ 6:30pm 
 
Sunday, Jan. 9th—Monthly youth devo after 
evening worship services.  
 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests 
 
Georgeann Savoie—who requested prayers on 
her behalf. She is homebound due to her back/
neck issues.  Richard Hill, who is in PAM Rehab. 
Ann Pantel, who recently was in the hospital due 
to a fall. She is now at PAM Rehab. (If you would 
like to send a card to Ann, she is in room 206).  
Sam Dilbeck, gospel preacher in Brighton, CO, 
who has COVID.  Lenny Moore, who is in a Hou-
ston Hospital still.  
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Ken and 
Sandra Marie, Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, 
Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson, 
Sandy Malone. 

Service Roster 
Week of January 2, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Scripture Reading ...................Freddie Scherffius 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer........................ Clifton Rutherford 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ..................................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Cup .......................................... Ronnie Scherffius 
Offering ............................................... Ron White 
Assist ......................................... James Cammock 
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido  
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
 

Sunday Evening 
Announcements .............................. Bryant Siegel 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Jesse Moser 
Closing Prayer....................... Mark FitzSimmons 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. .. Ron White &  
Lupe Escojido 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .............................. Ronnie Scherffius 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons  
Devotional .................................... Lupe Escojido 
 

Other 
Usher................................................ Allen Clifton 
Prepare Communion ............................................ 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Veronica Serenil ........................................ Jan.  3 
Glenodine Pitts .......................................... Jan.  4 
Gayla Pitchford .......................................... Jan.  5 
Elana Carroll .............................................. Jan.  7 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of January   -  Team A. 

There is a  list of teams on the bulletin board.  

Sign up sheets for hosting Youth Devos, pre-

paring communion, and opening & closing 

the building for 2022 are on the bulletin 

board in the hallway. 

Midtown will be hosting our Ladies’ Day on 

Saturday, February 5th, 2022. Our speaker 

will be the lovely Lakesha Garza from the Ad-

ams Street church of Christ. Registration & 

Breakfast will be from 8:30am-9:15am and 

lunch will be provided. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of December 26, 2021 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….55 

A.M. Worship…………………………………………….70 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....48 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…………....68 

Offering week of December 26, 2021……...$3,341 
 
 

Supported Works 
Mani Pagidipalli India 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto 

day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor 
language, where their voice is not heard.”  

Psalm 19:1-3 
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