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The Character Of God In The Old Testament

by Clay Bond

Eternal, good, gracious, loving, merciful, wise,
holy, immutable, just, righteous, sovereign,
omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent are
just a few of the attributes of God. When we
speak of God’s attributes we are talking about
those characteristics that help us understand
who God truly is. It is noteworthy that those
biblical characters who were greatly used by
God had a burning desire to know Him. David
said, “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that
will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the
beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his
temple” (Ps. 27:4).

For David, knowing God was a priority and it
should be the same for us. In the book of Daniel
we learn that those who know God “shall be
strong, and do exploits” (great things) (Dan.
11:32). Let me mention just a few attributes that
can help us come to know God better.

The Wisdom of God

While Job was enduring grievous afflictions that
made no sense to him at all, he was willing to
admit that with God “is wisdom and strength,
he hath counsel and understanding” (Job 12:13).
When wisdom is applied to God it describes His
mental excellence in its greatest sense. Wisdom,
which is an awareness and understanding of
facts, is more comprehensive and far-reaching
than knowledge. Wisdom is the ability to adapt
to those facts to bring about a desired end or
purpose.

The creation of this universe was an expression
of God’s Wisdom (ps. 104:24). God sending His
Son to be the remedy for sin is an expression of
His wisdom (1 Cor. 1:23- 24; 1 Tim. 1:15; Col.
2:3). God’s plan of redemption is yet another
expression of His divine wisdom.

Paul wrote that God “abounded toward us in all
wisdom and prudence” in carrying out His
eternal plan to save us (Eph. 1:8). He knows all
the facts and he knows how to use them, not just
to attain results, but to attain perfect results.
God’s wisdom has provided us a world in which
to live, a redeeming Savior, and a spiritual body
in which we can grow.

The Goodness of God

Behind the vastness of this universe stands a
God who cares about what He has made. God is
not indifferent or absent but rather He is fully
invested for the good of the universe because He
is good. Even the ungrateful and the wicked
benefit from the goodness of God and should be
led to repentance by it (Ps. 33:5, 145:9; Matt.
6:45; Rom. 2:4). While God is good to the
unsaved His goodness is even greater toward
those who fear Him. David said, “Oh how great
is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for
them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought
for them that trust in thee before the sons of
men!” (Ps. 31:19)

God promises His people, “no good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Ps.
84:11). His goodness can be seen in many ways:



eternal life (Rom. 6:23), immediate access to willing to forgive guilty people of their sins and
His throne through Jesus Christ (Heb. 4:16), deliver them from the punishment they deserve
answering our prayers (1Pet. 3:12), giving us when they are totally unworthy of such
His word which provides everything we need kindness. The New Testament proclaims the
pertaining to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3), and same truth declaring God to be “the God of all
even His discipline is evidence of His goodness grace” (1 Pet. 5:10).
(Heb. 12:6-15). Many have a tendency to take
God’s goodness for granted, but those who When we acquaint ourselves with the God of all
know Him personally praise Him and thank grace we will learn that God provides grace for
Him for His goodness (Ps. 100:4-5). If you are salvation (2 Cor. 8:9; Titus 2:11), sanctification
saved, give thanks to the Lord for he is good! If (Acts 20:32), service (1 Cor. 15:8-10), suffering
you are lost heed the exhortation of the (2 Cor. 12:9-10), and that God’s grace is
Psalmist, “O taste and see that the Lord is good: available for our every need. It is a blessed thing
blessed is the man that trusteth in him” (Ps. for mankind to behold the “manifold” or “many
34:8). -colored” grace of God (1 Pt. 4:10). Someone
once said, for every shade of human need God
The Grace of God has a matching shade of divine grace. If we are
In Exodus 34:1-10 Moses ascended to Mt. Sinai blue with despondency, yellow with fear,
to present himself before the Lord. The Lord encountering the blackness of pain, the redness
spoke to Moses about Himself saying, “The of anger or the greenness of envy, God’s many-
Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, colored grace is sufficient to help us in our time
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and of need (Heb. 4:16).
truth.” The Hebrew word “gracious” comes
from a root word which means “to bend or These are just a few of our magnificent God’s
stoop.” When God declared Himself to be attributes. Let me encourage you to get to know
gracious, He was explaining to Moses exactly God’s character by continuing to study His
what He is like and defining the very essence of word, diligently looking for those unique
His being. God is willing to reach down with characteristics of God that can help you better
affection to people who can never deserve it! He know Him and better serve Him. May it be your
is willing to do good things freely and life’s ambition to know God!
unconditionally. Because God is gracious He is

God Loves Our Children More Than We Do

Selected

“I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and
I myself will make them lie down, declares the
Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured,
and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice.” Ezekiel 34:15-16

You know, God loves our kids more than we do.

As much as we love our kids, God loves them
more than we could possibly imagine. And as
limited as we are in knowing what to do
sometimes or how to do it, there is no limit to
God's wisdom or power. He knows the end from
the beginning. He knows each one of our

children better than we could ever know them.
He knows exactly what they need.

We should take great comfort in God’s love for
our children and the constant care and attention
He gives them. We must guide our parenting
with His wisdom, and may He override the
mistakes we make. Direct their hearts toward
Him!


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2034.15-16

Upcoming Events

Today!—Monthly Youth Devo after evening wor-
ship at the Cammock home. Boys bring drinks,
girls bring desserts.

Sept. 19—Teen/Parent meeting after evening ser-
vice. The main focus for the Teen activities will
be to help the teens grow spiritually with God
and their fellow Christians their age. These activ-
ities will also be aimed to help them grow socially
with their fellow man “and Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, in favor with God and

man” (Luke 2:52).

Sept. 24—Family Game night at 6:30p.m.

Save the Date: Oct. 17-20 Midtown will be host-
ing our Fall Gospel meeting with Mike Bonner.
Please make plans to attend and bring a friend.

Area Events

Oct. 9, 2021-Mathis church of Christ Ladies’ Day.
Speakers include Emily Cammock and Athena
Scherffius. More information is on the bulletin
board in the hallway.

Prayer List

Prayer Requests

Mike McVey who has ALS.

Veronica Serenil who is still recovering from sur-
gery.

Guadalupe Rodriguez, who came forward
Wednesday evening. Please pray for Guadalupe
and his daughter Sunday who comes from Three
Rivers to visit him every month. Guadalupe is
struggling with difficulties in his life and as his
brothers and sisters, we need to encourage him in
any way we can.

Members

Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Scott DeDear, Ken and
Sandra Marie, Mike McVey, Ann Pantel, Veroni-
ca Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee Gilpatrick, Faye
Henderson, Charlie Mabe, Sandy Malone.

Service Roster
Week of September 12, 2021

Sunday Morning

Announcements.........ccceeeeeeeereeenennnn. Doug Jobes
Scripture Reading.........cccccuvveeennnneen. Jesse Moser
Song Leader........ccceeeeueeeeviveeecneeecreenns Rick Bass
Opening Prayer.........cccceceeevveeecvveennnen. Dan Fielder
Closing Prayer.......cccccocveeeeeccvveeeennns Steve Randle
Lord’s Supper & Offering
Bread.....ccococeevieiniiiinieiieeeenne, James Cammock
(0131 TR Lupe Escojido
Offering......ccccceeeeveeeeveeeccieeecneennns Bryant Siegel
ASSISt e Doug Jobes
ASSISt..eiiieerieeieeteee e Isaac Jobes
ASSISt.iiiiieiiiiiecieceeeeeeeenn Fred Scherffius
Sunday Evening
Announcements........cccceeeeeeeeeeeenennnn. Doug Jobes
Song Leader........cccceeevuveenvereencneeennnne. Ken Dorries
Opening Prayer......cc.ccccceeveeeeveennnnenn. Ron White
Closing Prayer.........cccccueeeeuveenne James Cammock
Lord’s Supper & Offering............. Lupe Escojido &
Bryant Siegel

Wednesday Evening

Adult Class.....cccoeeeervuveeninennnne Ronnie Scherffius
Song Leader........ccceeevveeeecieeeecineeennenn. Ron White
Devotional .......ccceceeeevieininnenne James Cammock
Other

USheT...ccooiiiiiiieiiieeeeeceeecieeee Allen Clifton
Prepare Communion.................. Escojido Family

Congregational News

Birthdays
Sabrina Gonzalez..........cccccevveeeeeciveeeeennnns Sept. 17

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming
events to be announced, please contact our
secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030.




Our Elders

Mark FitzSimmons
Ronnie Scherffius
Ron White

Our Deacons

James Cammock—Evangelism
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence
Bryant Siegel —Education and Finance

Our Preacher
Ronnie Scherffius

Weekly Reading
“For we have not a high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet with-
out sin.” Hebrews 4:15

Service Times

Sunday Morning Bible Class................... 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship..................... 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship....................... 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Class...........ccccecveennnnenn. 7:00 P.M.

Attendance Records
Week of September 5, 2021

A.M. Bible Class.........cccceeeirieeiieeeiieciieeereeenne 60
AM. WOrship.....ccooooiieeeciiieeecee e 77
P.M. WOTShip.....ccoeoiiieiiieciieeeieeciee e 59
Wednesday Bible Class.........ccccceecvveeeceeenrnenee. 52

Offering week of September 5, 2021......... $ 2,034

Supported Works

Mani Pagidipalli India

John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages

Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies
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Weekly Communication! To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each

week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com.



