
 

 

Various factors distinguish people; humanity 

naturally divides by gender and geographic 
origin, and social distinctions such as 

wealth, education, religion, politics, and so-
cial status also set apart peoples and na-

tions. However, two factors serve as equaliz-
ers. These equalizers remove all class and 

distinction from humanity.  

Death is often referred to as the great equal-
izer. It is the appointment all living will one 
day keep (Hebrews 9:27). God declared, and 

the wise man observed, man's body shall re-
turn to the dust and his spirit to God 

(Genesis 3:19; Ecclesiastes 12:7).  

"cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt thou 

eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also and thistles shall it 

bring forth to thee; and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field; In 

the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return unto 

the ground; for out of it wast 
thou taken: for dust thou art, 

and unto dust shalt thou re-

turn" (Genesis 3.17-19).  

Job summarized this reality in a simple 

statement: "Man that is born of woman is of 
few days, and full of trouble (Job 14:1). This 

is not to say that God causes human suffer-
ing. Neither is God the originator of man's 

trials. All of man's troubles arise with man.  

Suffering is a byproduct of man's choice to 

"walk not in the ways of God." The inspired 
historian noted that "David did that which 

was right in the eyes of the LORD, and 

turned not aside from any thing that he com-

manded him all the days of his life, save only 
in the matter of Uriah the Hittite" (1 Kings 

15:5). David's adultery with Bathsheba (2 
Samuel 11:1-4) and the conspiracy that 

killed Uriah (2 Samuel 11:5-25) bore spiritu-
al consequences as well as physical grief and 

troubles.  

God's announcement to David that: "the 
sword shall never depart from thine house; 
because thou hast despised me, and has tak-

en the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy 
wife" (2 Samuel 12:10), was not as much a 

sentence for David's sin as it was a revelation 
of the consequences of it. In time, David's 

son Absalom would himself engage in nu-
merous conspiracies: to murder his brother 

(2 Sam. 13:19-29); to turn the hearts of the 
people from his father (2 Samuel 15:1-6); to 

take away the throne from David (2 Samuel 
15:7-12). Furthermore, the turmoil that 

erupted from Absalom's treachery intensified 
David's grief when Absalom was slaughtered 

by the captain of David's army (2 Samuel 

18:9-15, 24-33).  

David's suffering in the matter with Absalom; 

the grief of all involved in the death of Am-
non; the conspiracy, actions, and slaughter 

of Absalom arose as a consequence of Da-
vid's choices "in the matter of Uriah the Hit-

tite." Thus we see, that a man's suffering 
may arise when he chooses not to walk in 

the ways of God.  

It is also the case that a man may suffer at 

no fault of his own, but because he lives in a 
world where wickedness, sin, and suffering 

exist. Many innocently endure grief and suf-
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fering because of the sinfulness of others. 

Because of envy and jealously, Joseph was 
sold into slavery (Genesis 37:15-28). Be-

cause of an immoral and bitter woman, Jo-
seph was imprisoned (Genesis 39:7-20). 

None of Joseph's sufferings were of his own 
doing but from the unjust and ungodly ac-

tions of others. Thus we see, that a man 
may suffer because he lives in a world 

where suffering exists.  

Another origin of man's sufferings is poor 
choices. While a righteous man may be in-
nocent of sin, he may yet be regretful be-

cause of foolish decisions. Lot, the nephew 
of Abraham, is an example of such a case. 

To avoid family strife (Genesis 13:8), Abra-
ham and Lot separated. When graciously 

given "the whole land" to choose from, Lot 
elected to pitch his tent toward Sodom 

(Genesis 13:12), a city noted to be full of 
men who were "wicked and sinners before 

the LORD exceedingly" (Genesis 13:13). Pe-
ter summarized the suffering of Lot: "For 

that righteous man dwelling among them, 
in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 

soul from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds" (2 Peter 2:8; cf. Psalms 119:53, 136, 

158). Lot's suffering for choosing to pitch 
"his tent toward Sodom" culminated in the 

loss of his possessions and his wife 
(Genesis 19:15-26). Because of unwise and 

unthoughtful choices, a man may bring 

upon himself unnecessary suffering.  

The suffering of man is neither God's will 

nor is it by His design. The Creator of all 
things desires all men to be saved (1 Timo-

thy 2:4). His revelation fully equips us (2 
Timothy 3:16, 17). The word of God lights 

our path (Psalms 119:105) and directs our 
steps (Jeremiah 10:23; Psalms 37:23). We 

know how to "live soberly, righteously, and 
godly" because the word of God's grace 

teaches us (Titus 1:11, 12; Acts 20:32).  

Next week we will note how the Bible in-

structs us to avoid, not only suffering be-
cause of sin but unnecessary suffering in 

life by making better choices.  
 

 
 

Boasting in the Bible  

What does the bible say about “boasting”? Here’s 

a short study to find out:  

1. Don’t boast about __________________. (Proverbs 

27:1) 

2. The __________ person boasts of his heart’s 

____________. (Psalm 10:3)  

3. The boaster’s words are like a _____________ 

_________. (Job 8:2)  

4. Lucifer’s boasting from Isaiah 14:14, “ I will be 

like the _______ _______.”  

5. Simon claimed that he was someone 

__________. (Acts 8:9)  

6. Peter boasted to Jesus, “Even if I have to 

________ with You, I will not ___________ 

You!” (Matthew 26:35)  

7. The LORD said in Jeremiah 9:23:  

a. “Let not the wise man glory in his __ __ S __ __ 

__.”  

b. “Let not the mighty man glory in his __ I __ __ 

__.”  

c. “Nor let the rich man glory in his __ __ C __ __ 

__.”  

8. We cannot boast and take credit for our salva-

tion, it is the ______ of God. (Ephesians 2:8-9)  

9. If we boast about our charitable deeds to re-

ceive praise from men, then we already have our 

____________. (Matthew 6:2)  

10. Boasting about what we will do in the future 

is considered to be __________ and __________. 

(James 4:16)  

11. In the last days, people will be lovers of 

_______________, lovers of __________, boasters, 

and proud. (2 Timothy 3:2)  

12. Boasters will find themselves among those 

judged by God and deserving of ___________. 

(Romans 1:28-32) 

     -Selected- 



 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
Week of August 1, 2021 

**subject to change** 

Sunday Morning: 
Announcements:  Bryant Siegel 
Scripture Reading:  Leon Morales 

Lord’s Supper & Offering: 
Bread:    Ron White 
Cup:    Ronnie Scherffius 
Offering:    Mark FitzSimmons 
Assist: James Cammock, Lupe Escojido, Bryant Siegel 
Sunday Evening: Ron White and Lupe Escojido 

Prayer: 

A.M. Opening:   Ken Dorries 
A.M. Closing:   Clifton Rutherford 
P. M. Opening:   Jesse Moser 
P. M. Closing:   Mark FitzSimmons 
 
Song Leaders:  

Sun. A.M.:   Kevin Sheeran 

Sun. P.M.:    Ken Dorries 

Wed. P.M.:    Kirk FitzSimmons 

 

Usher:    Allen Clifton 
 
Wednesday Devo:   Lupe Escojido 
 
Prepare Communion:  Randles 
      

IN NEED OF PRAYERS: 

 

Please continue to pray for our members who are ill 
at this time.  

 

Happy Birthday: Joyce Neel (1); Ken Dorries (2); 
Mark FitzSimmons (2); Mako Garcia (4); Anna Ja-
cobs (4) 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
TODAY!—Monthly Potluck luncheon after morn-
ing worship with a 1pm afternoon service in lieu 
of 5pm. 
 
Sunday, Aug. 8th—Youth Devo at the home of 
Mark and Nia FitzSimmons after evening wor-
ship.  
 
Wed, Aug. 25th– Special Prayer and Song service 
to close out our Adult Summer Series. 
 
Friday, Aug. 27th—Family Fellowship Game 
Night @6:30pm at the building. Please bring 
games and finger foods.  
 
Area Events:  
August 7-8—Discipleship University. See flyer in 
hallway for details. 

 
 
 
 

KEEP IN PRAYER 

MIDTOWN MEMBERS: 
Jeff Cannady 
Les Daltry 
Scott DeDear 
Ken and Sandra Marie 
Ann Pantel 
Veronica Serenil 
Clark Withers 

SHUT-INS: 
Dee Gilpatrick 
Faye Henderson 
Charlie Mabe 
Sandy Malone 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS : 
Jesse and Alex Moser would like to work with Mid-
town under the oversite of our elders. Please wel-
come them and their daughter Athena Joyce. 

If you would like to add or remove a name on the “Keep in Prayer” 

List, please see Nina Siegel. 

BAPTISM 

We rejoice in the Lord for the obedience to the 

gospel of Izzy Scherffius. May her walk with 

Christ bear much fruit. 



 

 

MidTown Church of Christ               
5901 N. Main                  
Victoria, TX  77904                 
(361) 573-0030- office 
(361) 484-0284- cell              
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:  
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 

Ron White 
 

Deacons:  
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido—Benevolence 

Bryant Siegel—Education & Finance 
 

Minister: Ronnie Scherffius 
Secretary: Nina Siegel 

 

TIMES OF SERVICES  
Sunday Morning Bible Class:  9:00 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship:  10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship:  5:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Class:  7:00 PM 
      

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 

Week of July 25,  2021 

A.M. Bible Class…………………………..……..57 
A.M. Worship………………………….……......73 
Sunday Evening Worship……...……….……….47 
Wednesday Bible Class…...….……….…...….....49 

Offering : …………………….......................$2,712 

GO PAPERLESS! 

Want the digital version? 

Email us at midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

To receive the MidTown Messenger in your inbox 

 or visit www.midtowncoc.org 

SUPPORTED WORKS 

India - Mani Pagidipalli 

Bible Land Passages - John & Carla Moore 

Southwest School of Bible Studies  - Anthony 
Scherffius 

 

 

Reading for this week:   

 

“I will praise You, O Lord, with my whole heart; I 
will tell of all Your marvelous works.” Psalm 9:1 


