
 

 

The prophet Jeremiah had one of the more 

difficult tasks in the history of Israel. His di-
vine assignment was to admonish the citi-

zens of ancient Judah to return to the Lord, 

from whom they had wandered. 

The nation was languishing under the threat 

of impending punishment (the Babylonian 
captivity), and repentance was its only hope. 

Note, therefore, the prophet’s plea. 

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye 
in the ways, and see, and ask 

for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein, and 

ye shall find rest for your souls. 
But they said, We will not walk 

therein.” (Jer. 6:16) 

This passage contains such a range of truths 

that it is worthy of careful analysis — even 

for our day (cf. Rom. 15:4). 

The immediate context has to do with Jere-

miah’s declaration that a sinister force 
threatened Jerusalem because of her great 

wickedness. O, that she would receive in-
struction from the Lord (Jer. 6:1-8). Should 

this disciplinary force assault the land, Ju-
dah will be harvested like a crop of grapes — 

a token of the wrath of God. Even though 
false prophets protested, claiming that 

“peace” would prevail (i.e., destruction would 
not come), nevertheless Jehovah would 

“visit” them, and cast them down (Jer. 6:9-

15). 

Out of this background came the prophet’s 

invitation to return to the “old paths.” Sever-
al important truths may be extracted from 

this powerful narrative. 

The true mode of serving God is character-

ized as the “old paths”; it is further de-

scribed as “the good way.” 

The Hebrews were under obligation to “walk” 

in these paths. 

They had, however, strayed from the noble 

way. 

It was imperative that they repent and has-

ten back to the Lord. 

If they would return, “rest” could be their 

possession again. 

A consideration of these truths is of utmost 

significance. 

The Good Way 

The prophet speaks of the “old paths” where 
is “the good way.” In biblical literature these 

expressions suggest several ideas. They may 
denote the days of their early history (Deut. 

32:7; cf. Mic. 7:14) — happier times in con-
trast to the present distress (cf. Psa. 77:5-6). 

There certainly is a reference to a standard of 
truth, a path charted by God (Psa. 17:5), and 

characterized by righteousness (Psa. 23:3) 
and straightness (Psa. 107:7; cf. Jer. 31:9). It 

is the way wherein one should walk (1 Kgs. 

8:36). 

In the days of Jesus, He announced himself 

as “the way” to fellowship with the Father 
(Jn. 14:6). When the Lord implemented His 

new covenant system, inspiration makes it 
plain that this “way” became the exclusive 

path of truth (Acts 4:12). In the book of Acts, 
the expression “the Way” is synonymous 

with the kingdom of Christ, the citizens of 
which must yield to the Lord (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 

23; 22:4; 24:14, 22). 
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How strange this seems to those of our pre-

sent pluralistic society who so disdain the 
concept of a solitary way of truth in which 

all members of the human family are re-
quired to walk. The reality is, only “the 

truth” sets men free (Jn. 8:32). 

The “Walk” 

To “walk” in the “old paths” is the equiva-

lent of obeying that which the Lord has 
commanded. “But this thing commanded I 

them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be 
your God, and ye shall be my people: and 
walk ye in all the ways that I have com-

manded you, that it may be well unto 
you” (Jer. 7:23). From that restrictive way 

one was not to digress — neither to the 
right nor left (Isa. 30:21). The way in which 

the Hebrews were to walk was that which 

was taught by God (1 Kgs. 8:36). 

The New Testament uses the term “walk” 
extensively. The Greek word, peripateo — 

literally to “walk around” — denotes a 
sphere of spiritual existence. The Christian 

is to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4), fol-
lowing the instruction of the Holy Spirit 

(Rom. 8:4; Gal. 5:16), as this divine Guide 
leads through the revelation of Scripture 

(Eph. 6:17).  

The heavenly command to walk in the right 

way presupposes several things. 

God has the right to command obedience 

(cf. Rom. 9:21). 

There is an objective way in which the walk 

is to be pursued. Humanity is not permit-

ted to direct its own steps (Jer. 10:23). 

Man can know the way in which he is to 

walk. He does not have to rely upon reli-

gious “hunches.” 

Drifting from the Way 

Jehovah’s invitation to ancient Judah, to 
stand in the “old paths,” is clear evidence 

that the Hebrew people had wandered from 
the Lord’s teaching. Elsewhere we have 

summarized the matter in this way: 

“Over and over again the prophet 
[Jeremiah] stresses that the nation of Ju-

dah is a ‘backsliding’ people (13 times). 
The Hebrews have ‘committed iniquity’  ( or 

sin, transgression, etc. — 53 times) against 

Jehovah. She should thus ‘return’  (74 

times) to the Lord. Because of their sins, 

the people of Judah would be ‘scattered’  (

47 times), and held ‘captive’  ( or be in 

‘captivity’ ( )14 times) by the Babylonians. 

It is one of the remarkable oddities of theo-
logical history that some should allege that 

God’s people can never drift away from 
him, so as to finally be lost. Scripture is 

saturated with protestations to the contra-
ry (cf. Num. 14:12; Gal. 5:4; Heb. 3:12; 2 

Pet. 2:1; Jude 5ff). 

(Continued next week) 

 

Advice From the Old Book: Pride  

The Old Testament was written for our learning 

(Rom. 15:4). Let’s study what is said of sinful 

pride –  

• · The prideful person doesn’t think about God 

– Ps 10:4  

• · Bragging on oneself is a character of evil - Ps 

36:2  

• · Never be proud of sinful behavior – Ps 52:1-3  

• · God will not protect the haughty and proud - 

Ps 101:5 

• · Pride and haughtiness will precede failure – 

Prov. 16:18  

• · Godly people hate pride and arrogance - 

Prov. 8:13  

• · Always prefer patience over pride - Eccl. 7:8  

• · Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes 

- Is. 5:21  

• · Beware of pride of your talents and blessings 

- Jer. 9:23-24  

• · God hates sinful pride - Prov. 6:16-17 

 Jay Launius, Maud church of Christ, Maud, Texas 

 

 



 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
Week of July 4, 2021 

**subject to change** 

Sunday Morning: 
Announcements:  Kevin Sheeran 
Scripture Reading:  Fred Scherffius 

Lord’s Supper & Offering: 
Communion:    James Cammock 
Offering:    Clifton Rutherford 
 

Prayer: 

A.M. Opening:   Bryant Siegel 
A.M. Closing:   Steve Randle 
P. M. Opening:   Lupe Escojido 
P. M. Closing:   Bill York 
 
Song Leaders:  

Sun. A.M.:   Rick Bass 

Sun. P.M.:    Kevin Sheeran 

Wed. P.M.:    Fred Scherffius 

 

Ushers:    Allen Clifton 
 
Greeters:   Allen Clifton 
 
Wednesday Devo:   Bryant Siegel 
     
Open/Close Building:     

IN NEED OF PRAYERS: 

 

Mike McVey who has gone home from PAM rehab. 
Patsy Cope’s husband, Richard, who has been diag-
nosed with prostate cancer and will be undergoing 
radiation treatment for the next 30 days. Jeff Can-
nady, who had medical procedures last week.  

 
Happy Birthday: Della Rampley (7) 
 
Happy Anniversary: Les and Sandra Daltry (8); 
Mark and Nia FitzSimmons (9) 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
TODAY!—Potluck luncheon after morning wor-
ship and afternoon service at 1pm.  
 
Sunday, July 11—Youth Devo after evening wor-
ship.  
 
Friday, July 23—Family Fellowship game night at 
6:30 pm here at the building.  Please bring finger 
foods and games.  
 
Area Events:  
 
July 9-11—Traveling the Road of Marriage semi-
nar with John and Carla Moore in Georgetown, 
TX. Flyer is in the hallway. 
 
August 7-8—Discipleship University. See flyer in 
hallway for details. 

 
 
 
 

KEEP IN PRAYER 

MIDTOWN MEMBERS: 
Jeff Cannady 
Les Daltry 
Scott DeDear 
Ken and Sandra Marie 
Wayne Martin 
Ann Pantel 
Veronica Serenil 
Clark Withers 

SHUT-INS: 
Dee Gilpatrick 
Faye Henderson 
Charlie Mabe 
Sandy Malone 
 

If you would like to add or remove a name on the “Keep in Prayer” 

List, please see Nina Siegel. 

We will be starting the Compassion Card pro-

gram as part of our efforts to evangelize. The goal 

of this program is to reach out to those in our 

community who are struggling with illness or 

bereavement. If you are interested in taking part 

in this program, there is a sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board in the hallway.  

Sermons are available on our website 

www.midtowncoc.org 

MidTown’s Bible Classes and Worship services 

can be viewed livestream on YouTube. Search 

MidTown church of Christ Victoria. 



 

 

MidTown Church of Christ               
5901 N. Main                  
Victoria, TX  77904                 
(361) 573-0030- office 
(361) 484-0284- cell              
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Elders:  
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 

Ron White 
 

Deacons:  
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido—Benevolence 

Bryant Siegel—Education & Finance 
 

Minister: Ronnie Scherffius 
Secretary: Nina Siegel 

 

TIMES OF SERVICES  
Sunday Morning Bible Class:  9:00 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship:  10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship:  5:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Class:  7:00 PM 
      

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 

Week of June 27, 2021 

A.M. Bible Class…………………………..……...61 
A.M. Worship…………………………..……......88 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….…………45 
Wednesday Bible Class…...….……….………....58 

Offering : ……………………......................$3,664 

GO PAPERLESS! 

Want the digital version? 

Email us at midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

To receive the MidTown Messenger in your inbox 

 or visit www.midtowncoc.org 

SUPPORTED WORKS 

India - Mani Pagidipalli 

Bible Land Passages - John & Carla Moore 

Southwest School of Bible Studies  - Anthony 
Scherffius 

 

 

Reading for this week:   

 

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 

household of faith.” Galations 6:10 


