
BACK TO THE BASICS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH (Personal) 
1 Timothy 4:6-16 
Cody Westbrook 

Introduction: 
1. Those who love truth are troubled by error.  

a. It surrounds us - 1 John 5:19. 
b. We’re in the Devil’s domain - Eph. 2:2. 
c. But it isn’t unique to us - It’s been a reality for every generation of God’s people. How 

can we deal with it? 
2. Timothy dealt with error as well. 

a. 1 Tim. 1:3-4. 
b. 1 Tim. 4:1-5.  

3. One very effective way to deal with error is to grow spiritually. 
a. 1 Tim. 4:6-16 contain personal instruction to Timothy directly in contrast to the false 

teachers in 4:1-5.  
b. In vss. 6-10 Paul’s command is that Timothy not get caught up in the godless myths of 

the false teachers but rather exercise himself to godliness. In vss. 11-16 Paul instructs 
him to exemplify godliness to his brethren in order to help them grow as well.  

c. Let’s notice the what, the why, and the how of spiritual growth in this section of 
scripture. 

Discussion: 
I. THE WHAT 

A. Feed (6, 13, 15). 

1. Timothy is to be “nourished” - lit. to rear, or bring up. It involves practical 
instruction.  

2. Timothy is to “give attention to” - lit. to devote or occupy oneself to something. 

3. Timothy is to “give yourself entirely to them” - lit. total commitment.  

4. This implies (1) recognition and (2) devotion to the need.  

B. Reject (7). 

1. Timothy was to have nothing to do with godless speculation and fairytale.  

2. We must reject those things that hinder our growth! 

C. Exercise (7). 

1. Exercise, strenuous training, show discipline in godliness, is the command. 

2. No increase without effort! 

D. Exemplify (12, 14).  

1. Timothy was to be a model which others could imitate.  
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II. THE WHY 
A. To be a good servant (6). 

1. The desire of a servant should be to become more like his Master (1 Pet. 2:21; Rom. 
8:29). 

B. To profit (8). 

1. Godliness is better in every way than worldliness because it points to eternal life (1 
Tim. 6:6; Pro. 16:8). 

C. To show progress (15). 

1. Your spiritual growth will be obvious to all (cf. Matt. 7:16; Phil. 1:12-14).  

D. Salvation (16). 

1. A shrinking Christian, is a dying Christian (cf. John 15:1ff). 

III. THE HOW 
A. Doctrine (6). 

1. God’s Word is the source of spiritual growth (1 Pet. 2:2; Jer. 15:16; Eph. 4:15).  

B. Meditation (15). 

1. “Give your mind to them” (cf. Psalm 1). 

2. Growth doesn't happen by accident. It takes planning and preparation, like going to 
the grocery store. Are you thinking? Are you planning? 

C. Spiritual activity (12). 

1. Remember - exercise! 

2. We cannot grow spiritually unless we engage ourselves spiritually! 

Conclusion: 
I. The best way to combat error and ungodliness is to grow and mature as a child of God. 

II. Are you growing spiritually as you should? 
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BACK TO THE BASICS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH (Congregational) 
Mike Bonner 

Introduction:  
1. What is spiritual growth? How can we measure our growth as a congregation? How 

is the local congregation to grow spiritually? 
2. Spiritual growth is to mature in a non-carnal way or direction. The Apostle Paul 

commanded the brethren in Ephesus to grow till they came unto the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a PERFECT (mature) man, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4.13). 

Discourse: 
I. SPIRITUAL GROWTH BEGINS WITH GOD’S COMMANDMENTS  

A. 1 Tim. 1.5 

B. John 15.9-10 

C. Eph. 4.11-16 (The congregation is designed to grow organically) 

D. Col. 2.18-19 (Man-made traditions and opinions can hinder her growth) 

II. THE CONGREGATION MUST REMEMBER THE PURPOSE THE CHURCH WAS CREATED 
A. Eph. 2.10 (created – to transform in intimate fellowship with Christ, constituted 

to do good works)     

B. 2 Pet. 1.3; 2 Thess. 2.14 

C. We’re to Be and Stay involved with Good Works  

1. Heb. 13.21 (pleasing to God) 

2. Phil. 1.6 (He will complete what He’s started in us) 

3. Col. 1.10 (our good works and faithfulness are connected) 

D. Paul commands Titus and the Congregation in good works 

1. 2.6 (a pattern of good works) 

2. 2.14 (must be zealous for good works) 

a) Zeal = eager and ardent interest in pursuit of something. 

b) Rev. 3.15-16 (church is to be characterized by zeal) 

3. 3.8 (maintain good works) 

4. 3.14 (learn to maintain good works) 
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III. THE BENEFITS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH TO THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 
A. The character of the congregation is transformed more into the mind and person 

of Christ. (Romans 8.29; 12.1-2) 

B. The lost will hear the gospel and benefit morally (Phil. 2.15) 

C. The church will build up because of the word of God (Acts 20.32) 

D. The world will see the demonstration of love (John 13.34-35) 

E. Christ will be magnified in the body of Christ (Eph. 3.20-21) 

Conclusion: 
1. Allow the word of Christ to dwell in you richly and watch the church grow.  
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BACK TO THE BASICS OF WORSHIP 
Daniel Garza 

Introduction: 
1. When I consider the theme “Challenging The Church: Back To The Basics” of 

Worship, I am excited because we get back to some of the fundamental themes found 
in Scripture. The worship of God can be found from Genesis to Revelation.  
a. In the Pentateuch: ________________________________________ 
b. In the History Books: _____________________________________ 
c. In the Wisdom and Poetry: _________________________________ 
d. In the Prophets: __________________________________________ 
e. In the Gospel Narratives: ___________________________________ 
f. In the History book of the church: ___________________________ 
g. In the Epistles: ___________________________________________ 
h. In Revelation: ____________________________________________ 

2. In my limited experience as a Christian, one thing I have noticed, when in discussion 
about our denominational friends and family, is the frequent talk about the method of 
worship. With regard to our denominational friends we hear things like… "Well, 
they're one of the ones that have the bands on stage." "Well, they don't partake of the 
Lord's Supper every week like we do." "Well, they're one of the ones that make you 
tithe every week you know… and leave out the Lord's Supper." We do good in 
observing these things and we need to be able to recognize error, but it is as if we 
want to convert our friends and family and everybody to the "five acts of worship!" 
Brethren treat the "five acts of worship" as if they are an end in themselves and they 
think that God will be pleased if we can just perform the "five acts of worship.” 

3. With regard to our own assemblies we know exactly how long our service is going to 
be:We start at 10:30 A.M. and we know that…There is an opening prayer…Two 
songs, a second prayer, one song, the Lord's supper; after communion we mark our 
hymnal for the invitation song; we sing one song and then have the sermon, then the 
invitation song; the closing song and the closing prayer and we all get out "worship" 
at 11:20 every single week. 

4. Brethren and friends, I am confident that we have mastered the mechanical portion of 
our worship, but it remains to be said that we have attained to a position to where our 
worship is spiritual! OUR WORSHIP MUST BE SPIRITUAL NOT MERELY 
MECHANICAL! As Christians we are "living stones" who "are being built up as a 
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 2:5). In Matthew 15:1-9, Jesus gave at least two things 
that would affect the worship of anybody to render it unacceptable: our Actions and 

5

https://ref.ly/logosref/bible$2Bnasb95.81.2.5
https://ref.ly/logosref/bible$2Bnasb95.61.15.1-61.15.9


our Attitudes. Abandoning God's directives in favor of man's traditions and Heartless 
religion will render our worship unacceptable unto God.  

Body: 
I. OUR ACTIONS:  

A. Jesus, describing the Pharisees and Scribes, said "In vain do they worshipMe, 
teaching as doctrines the precepts of men." In saying this, Jesus teaches that if we 
abandon God's directives in favor of man's then it will result in unacceptable and 
vain worship. 

B. It is possible to turn our worship, which is supposed to be consecrated unto God, 
into something which is common, familiar, and unclean.  

II. OUR ATTITUDES:  

A. I submit to you that our Actions stem from our Attitudes. Jesus, again describing 
the Pharisees and Scribes, said "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of 
you: This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me. 

B. "I submit to you that worship first and foremost is the inward prostration of our 
heart unto God.  

C. Our disposition will determine whether our worship will be acceptable or not. 
What are our attitudes... 

1. Toward the work of the Lord? 

2. Toward the effectiveness of Prayer? 

3. While we are singing together? 

4. Toward God's word? 

5. Toward our salvation in Christ?  

III. OUR ADMONITIONS: 

A. Isaiah’s rebuke  

B. Jeremiah’s temple sermon  

C. Malachi’s admonition  

D. We must worship in spirit and truth (Jn. 4:23-24).  
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Conclusion: 

1. How can we cultivate a heart that engages in true worship? Answer these questions.  

a. Do we really know who God is? 

b. Do we really know what He has done for us? 

c. Are we really appreciative of what He has done for us? 

d. In our sermons are we showing how great God is, are we giving scriptural 
evidence as to why God should be feared and served and worshipped?  

e. Do we really give the sense of God word and expound it faithfully or do we just 
give a litany of passages that happen to have the same words in them without 
giving the meaning to the passages. Paul says that he would speak 5 words with 
understanding than 10,000 words which have no meaning.  

f. I remember sitting through a sermon at a lectureship and the preacher gave almost 
100 scripture passages in his lesson. Q: How many of those passages do you think 
he stopped to give the sense of them to those in attendance? 

2. True worship will always come from knowing God, what He has done, and having a 
deep appreciation for who He is and the salvation we have in Christ.  

3. Notice why worshipped is offered in Revelation 4 & 5.  

a. Rev. 4: The One Who sits on the throne is worshiped. 

b. Rev.5: The Lamb is worshiped. 

4. True worship stems from knowing who God and what He has done.  
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KEY TERMS 
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY MATERIAL FOR WORSHIP 

Prepared by Daniel Garza 

• The material presented here is not exhaustive. There is much more to see in your 
personal studies. 

• The material that follows comes heavily from the New International Dictionary Of 
New Testament Theology by Collin-Brown (1st ed.) & Silva (2nd ed.); Everett 
Ferguson’s The Church of Christ: A Biblical Theology for Today, (p. 208ff); Thayer's 
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament; A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature-3rd ed.(BDAG); The Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament (TDNT) ***NOTE***The roman numeral LXX refers 
to the Septuagint, the Old Testament written in Greek.*** 

I. WORSHIP:  
A. The English word "worship" is derived from two part: worth (worthy) and ship 

(condition or quality). Worship says that the object is worthy, and to worship God 
is to ascribe worth to him. This one English word has to do duty for several words 
in Greek.  

B. Proskyneo:  
1. In the majority of its uses in the LXX, proskyneo means to bow down, and it 

is used both of bowing down before men and of worship. Abram bowed down 
before the three visitors (Gen. 18:1, 2). In like fashion, Lot bowed down 
before his own visitors (Gen. 19:1). In Genesis 22:5, Abraham was taking 
Isaac to go worship (proskyneo) upon one of the mountains of Moriah (Gen. 
22:1-5). In Genesis 24:48, Abraham’s servant bowed low (a word used in 
conjunction with worship) and worshipped the Lord and praised the Lord 
(Gen. 24:48). In Exodus 4:31 we find the combination of both these words 
again when Israel recognized Jehovah’s concern for them and they bowed low 
and worshiped Him. “The God of Israel is worshipped without—> images 
and therefore is not within the grasp of the worshipper. Proskyneo retains its 
physical sense of bending, however, except that this is understood as bowing 
to the will of the exalted One (cf. Ex. 12:27f). ... the physcial act of bending 
indicates his readiness to bow to the will of the One he approaches in this 
manner. When prokyneo refers to men, it always indicates reverence shown to 
a person superior in position or power (cf. 2 Sam. 18:21).  

2. In the NT, this word is by far the most utilized to translate as “worship.” 
According to Thayer, that prokyneo means "to kiss the hand to (towards) one, 
in token of reverence… hence among the Orientals, esp. the Persians, to fall 
upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of 
profound reverence… hence in the N.T. by kneeling or prostration to do 
homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether in order to express respect or to 
make supplication." The BDAG mentions that proskyneo means "to express in 
attitude or gesture one's complete dependence on or submission to a high 
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authority figure, (fall down and) worship, do obeisance to, prostrate oneself 
before, do reverence to, welcome respectfully..."This action could be done 
before a human being (Acts 10:25), the idols of paganism (Acts 7:43), the 
devil and his agents (Matt. 4:9; Rev. 13:4); angels (Rev. 22:8); and to the 
Living God (Rev. 7:11; Jn. 4:23-24). It is important to note that "where 
proskyneo is used absolutely it means to share in public worship" ,as in Jn. 
12:20; Acts 8:27, and Acts 24:11, the word comes to denote praise and 
adoration. This begins to be evident when we consider the various expressions 
of praise and worship throughout the book of Revelation (Rev. 4:8-11, 5:8-14, 
7:10-12, 11:15-17, 15:3-8, 16:5-7, 19:1-7). This praise and worship is 
addressed to Father and to the Son. These praises are concerned with creation, 
redemption, and the consummation (Collin-Brown). The essential 
characteristics of God are also noted; His eternity, omnipotence, honour, 
wisdom, and His holiness. In this praise and worship, God the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit are acclaimed as worthy!  

C. Leitourgia/Leitourgeo:  
1. Our English word "liturgy" is derived from this word. In classical Greek this 

word is derived from two Greek words; laos, meaning people, and ergon, 
meaning work. The verb, leitourgeo, means to "do public work at one's own 
expense." The noun, leitourgia, "similarly means service for the people." "In 
Hellenistic Greek leitourgeo… developed an entirely new, religious and cultic 
use of the words." Collin-Brown summarizes the LXX use of this word group 
and says "the terms were adopted specially to express the relationship of the 
people to God. The only connexion with their original use seems to be the 
relationship of the service to the people. This was transferred to the 
relationship of his people to God and given a new form."  

2. In NT use the ideas are carried over. In an every day use it can refer to a 
public service (cf. Rom. 13:6). This word is used in the context of Jewish 
temple service (cf. Luke 1:23; Heb. 9:21; 10:11) and of Jesus' priestly service 
(Heb. 8:2, 6). It also refers to a religious acts such as giving (cf. 2 Cor. 9:12; 
Rom. 15:27), the priestly service of preaching (cf. Rom. 15:16), and simply 
ministering as Christians (Phil. 2:17, 25, 30). The only time this word is used 
in the context of a Christian assembly is in Acts 13:2; in this verse we will 
find that the word is translated either as "worship" , "ministering" , or 
“serving.”  

D. Latreuo/Latreia:  
1. This word derived from latron, meaning wages. "It was originally used 

predominantly of physical work, but was then used more generally and could 
include cultic service. Latreia has the same meaning… at a later stage it had a 
cultic use, honoring of the gods, worship." In the OT this word is developed 
and given a particular meaning. It is used around 90 times and mostly found 
in Exodus, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges and in Ezekiel 20:3; aside from 
Ezekiel the word is not found in the prophets. This word is mostly used in 
religious contexts where religious activities are to be performed. Ferguson 
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says that this word can be seen to mean “to perform religious service.” 
Religious service is done by pagans (cf. Acts 7:42; Rom. 1:25), those who 
bow down to Satan's will (Matt. 4:9), but rightly belongs to the Living God 
alone (Matt. 4:10). This word is is used to refer to performance of religious 
activities (cf. LXX - Ex. 10:3, 7, 24-25, 20:5; Deut. 5:9; Josh. 22:27, 
24:14-24).  

2. The letter to the Hebrews probably shows the closest links to OT use. 4 out of 
the 6 times this word is used it refers to the activities of the temple. This word 
is also used to speak of those who are in the body of Christ, thus expanding 
the temple language to the NT temple of Christ’s body (cf. Heb. 9:14, 12:28). 
In this way Paul can say that he serves God in his spirit (Rom. 1:9) and the 
Christian worships/latreuo God in the spirit (Phil. 3:3). It is also interesting to 
note that this word is used in the context of the religious language of sacrifice 
to speak of the Christian who is wholly devoted unto to Christ that their very 
life is latreuo (cf. Rom. 12:1). We must also realize that God is not merely 
concerned with the mechanics of worship/service (see the laws of sacrifice for 
the meticulous instructions for the priest and worshiper), but that the 
worshiper is truly devoted in his or her service (cf. LXX - Deut. 10:12-13).  

E. Threiskia/Threisko/Threiskos:  
1. Collin- Brown says that it differs very little to latreuo. Threskia is an 

expression of devotion to transcendent beings, especially as it expresses itself 
in cultic rites, worship… (BDAG). Threiskos, according to Bullinger, means 
"religious… the zealous and diligent performer of the outward service of 
God..." In James 1:26 the word is found twice and is translated as religious 
and religion. Again the word is translated at religion when Paul speaks of his 
former life as a Pharisee (Acts 26:5).  

2. Thayer says that the word refers to a fear of the gods; religious worship, 
especially external, that which consists of ceremonies. The NIV, in Colossians 
2:16, Paul refers to a religious festival and 18 it used in the context of false 
religion and the threskia of angels.  

F. Sebo/Sebomai/Eusebeia/Eusebeo:  
1. The root, "seb", Collin-Brown notes "originally meant to step back from 

someone or something, to maintain a distance. From this spatial meaning, as 
contexts often gave the reason for maintaining a distance, there developed the 
metaphorical idea of trepidation ranging from shame, through wonder, to 
something approaching fear." The TDNT(abridged) notes that Homer first 
used this term is mean "to shrink from." Further they note that "the idea of 
shrinking from the gods leads to the sense of awe or reverence, first in the 
general form of respect, then in the more specifically religious from of 
veneration."  

2. Louw-Nida defines the above terms as the expression "in attitude and ritual 
one's allegiance to and regard for deity-to worship, to venerate." William 
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Mounce defines eusebia as "reverential feeling; piety, devotion, godliness 
(Acts 3:12; 1 Tim. 2:2, 4:7, 8) and religion, the Christian religion (1 Tim. 
3:16)" and eusebeo is simply the exercise of one's piety whether to God or to 
one's family (Acts 17:23; 1 Tim. 5:4). Ferguson notes that eusebeia referred 
not just to the attitude, but also the activities by which the attitude was 
expressed.  

II. FORGIVENESS:  
A. aphiemi/aphesis  

1. The basic meaning of these words are "to let go, cancel, remit, leave" and 
"forgive; release, pardon, cancelation, forgiveness." 

2. In NT use, the verb occurs more than 140x. The majority of these occurrences 
are found in the Gospel narrative: 47x in Matthew, 34x in Mark, in Luke 31x, 
and in John 15x (Silva). The noun occurs 17x: In Luke-Acts 10x, 2x in Mark, 
Paul's epistles [Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14], and Hebrews, and One time in Matthew. 
The sense of the use of these words in these occurs can range from freedom or 
liberty to that of forgiveness. 

3. The secular use the word has a broad range of meaning. The NASB translates 
this word as "divorce" (or leave) in 1 Cor. 7:11-13. In Matt. 13:36, the word 
translated as "left" [the crowds] and "sent away."  

4. The legal sense of word is found 2x in Jesus' parable in Matthew 18:21-35; 
the Lord "forgave" the servants debt. In the disciples prayer that one's sins are 
referred to as a "debt" [Matt. 6:12 in the ASV, NASB, NKJV, ESV] that we 
pray to be "forgiven" for.  

5. Forgiveness will be a central theme in the preaching of Jesus and His 
disciples. Because sin has destroyed the sinner's relationship with his/her 
creator, forgiveness is necessary to that reconciliation and restoration can take 
place. Forgiveness of sins will only be made possible because of the blood of 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 26:28).  

B. splanchnon/splanchnizomai 
1. Splanchnon carries the meaning of "inward parts, entrails, the seat of emotion, 

heart, and love. Splanchnizomai means "to have pity, show mercy, feel 
sympathy." 

2. The noun splanchnon occurs 11x in the NT. In Paul's letters alone this word is 
found 8x and 3x in the letter to Philemon (a very personal letter). Once it is 
found in the gospel account of Luke (Lk. 1:78) and found in its literal sense in 
Acts 1:18).  

3. When Jesus saw the multitudes He felt compassion for them because they 
were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd (Matt. 9:36). 
When Jesus healed the sick He was moved with compassion (Matt. 20:34). 
Jesus also had compassion on the people when He provided for them from 
His own bounty (Matt. 15:32).  

4. This verb is also used in several parables of Jesus to express mercy and love 
and forgiveness (Matt. 18:21-35; Luke 15:11-32). Too in the parable of the 
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Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) the protagonist is compelled by love, mercy, 
and compassion to offer aid for the individual who left for dead by thugs. 
John alludes to the attitudes and sentiments expressed in these parables to 
teach that the Christian who does not manifest these things to the benefit of 
those in need there of do not have the love of God in them (1 Jn. 3:17).  

5. The actions of a compassionate and loving heart causes the splanchna of 
Christians (and non-christians) to be refreshed (Phlm 7, 20).  

C. eleos/eleeo 
1. BDAG defines this as "kindness or concern expressed for someone in need, 

mercy, compassion, pity, clemency." Collin-Brown & Silva say that the words 
mean "compassion, mercy, pity; to feel compassion, show mercy, and show 
pity." The concepts, they say, are that of "enmity; gift; and mercy." The noun 
eleos appear 27x in the NT. It appears 6x in Luke and 5x in Paul's letters to 
the young preachers. The verb eleeo occurs 29x; 15x in the synoptic gospel 
accounts and 7x in Romans. The noun eleeimosoonein, which refers to 
almsgiving, appears 13x.  

2. "The two great psalms of praise in Luke 1:46-55 and 68-69 announce the 
main themes of this gospel: that the covenant loyalty of God, promised in the 
OT and shown in his acts throughout the history of Israel, would reach its 
climax in the coming of Christ (1:50, 54, 72, 78; the last verse speaks of 
God's splanchna eleous, 'entrails of mercy,' i.e. ''merciful heart,' rendered 
'tender mercy' by the [NASB, DG] and other English versions)." -Silva  

3. The verb form of our word is used to describe the work of Jesus upon those 
individuals who in their misery cried aloud "have mercy." Jesus responded to 
their faith in Him by showing them mercy (Matt. 9:27, 15:22, 20:30-31). 
Mercy is also seen being offered from one human to another; for example, in 
Matt. 5:7 Jesus teaches that those who are merciful (adj.) will be "shall 
receive mercy" (verb, passive). The unforgiving/unmerciful servant was given 
justice by the king because he did not show mercy to his fellow servant (Matt. 
18:21-35). 
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BACK TO THE BASICS OF TEACHING OUR CHILDREN 
Wayne Jones 

Introduction: 
1. Because of what we know about his faith, the lengths that Abraham would go to in 

order to be pleasing to God do not surprise us. 
a. God said go and Abram went (Gen. 12:1-4a). 
b. God said offer and Abraham did (Gen. 22:1-2; Heb. 11:17). 

2. For this reason, Scripture speaks highly of this great man of faith. 
a. He is called the friend of God (Jam. 2:26). 
b. God said this: “For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and 

his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and 
justice, so that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about 
him.” (Gen. 18:19)  

3. May we suggest that God knew this about Abraham because of what he had 
witnessed in Abraham’s life up to this point. Specifically, about his curious habit of 
building altars. 
a. As he journeyed, he would put up makeshift living quarters and build permanent 

places of worship (note the language of Genesis 12:8). 
a. One action indicates flexibility and suggests that something merely momentary.  

A tent can be moved if the circumstances dictate such to accommodate or if 
another location becomes more desirable. 

b. On the other hand, building an altar suggests a permanent arrangement that is 
irreversible and of a lasting nature.   

c. Consider then that Abraham’s day-to-day function of life was flexible and that his 
devotion and worship to God was stable and lasting. 

b. This kind of man would and did teach his children to keep the way of the Lord. 
4. We need to get back to the basics of this concept in our world and in our churches. 

We need to build more altars! How do we do that? 

Discussion: 
I. SPEND AS MUCH TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN AS POSSIBLE. 

A. It is key to remember that time equals influence on many levels. 

B. Parents have already been expected to spend a great deal of time with their 
children and to fulfill divine responsibilities during all segments of that time 
(Deu. 6:6-9). 

C. The family unit and its time together have drastically changed in our country over 
the course of its history. In each transitional phase, less and less time is left for 
parental-child interaction and involvement.  
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D. Some will retort by suggesting that quality will make up for the lack of quantity. 
But it does not appear that one should ever be a substitute for the other. 

E. This time will allow for a number of necessary elements of parenting… 

1. Our children will be able to see Mom and Dad acting like Christians should 
(Matt. 5:13-16). Have you ever noticed out this great passage notes that we 
are influences to the world (v. 14); to the city (v. 14); and in the home (v. 15)? 

2. Our children will be able to ask questions about matters of faith and practice 
to those who are wiser and more experienced (2 Tim. 1:5). 

F. Since the growth of the gospel in the heart of a non-believer is pictured as seed 
sown in the ground (Matt. 13) and since we know that gardening/farming is a 
year-around work, we should stop and consider how much or our little time we 
are spending tending our own spiritual garden! 

1. Many times, we believe that the growth of our family’s faith is dependent 
upon the congregation, but in reality, it is not.  

2. Strong homes can come from large congregations and small congregations. 
They can come from congregations that employ a full-time youth minister and 
from those who don't.  They can come from congregations that participate in 
retreats, summer camps, mission trips, and leadership conferences and from 
those who that don't.  

3. Parent who take the time to build altars are usually the difference! 

II. PROTECT THEM FROM A WORLD THAT CORRUPTS. 
A. I believe we are safe in suggesting that that God doesn’t want us to warp our 

children or to turn them into social outcasts or misfits.   

1. We know that grew “in favor with man” (Lk. 2:52) and for that reason the 
common people heard him gladly.  

2. I am sure there are some cases where Christian parents have been overly 
protective of their children and that overprotection stunted both their spiritual 
and social growth. 

3. However, for every one of those situations, there are countless others where 
parents didn’t shelter their children enough.   

4. Friends our children do not have to and should not have to know everything 
about the world by time they turn 12! 

B. To shield our children, we are going to have to look long and hard and with 
spiritual eyes at the things that are entertaining them. 

C. Can the mottos of our homes reflect the purity and purpose of these following 
passages of Scripture? 
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1. 2 Corinthians 6:17 

2. Galatians 5:16 

3. 1 Peter 1:16 

D. There will be times when, being influenced by the world, our children will want 
and pursue those things that are not holy or wholesome. Will God say of us what 
He said of Abraham or will we move our altars in such situations? 

E. The world we live in is a difficult one and the times in which we live have their 
share of immorality and distorted values. The home should be a safe haven away 
from the world not just another place where evil abounds! 

III. SETTLED RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS DECISIVELY AND CONSISTENTLY.  
A. First, we must realize that imperfect faith will lead to questions, problems, and 

inconsistencies.  

1. Our homes must be places where those issues can be corrected without 
belittling them or discouraging the spiritual growth of our children. 

2. Just think of the patient way that Jesus loved and nurtured the 12 without 
turning them away from discipleship.  

B. Even still, parents, we are given the task of rearing our children so that those 
question get the right answer firmly and consistently. 

C. Can we easily and almost effortlessly say, “Yes, Jesus come first in our lives” or 
“yes, Christ is the center of our home?” 

D. Do our children wonder, when there is a conflict on the calendar, whether or not 
we will worship or attend Bible class?  

1. When is the last time we had to explain to our children why they had to miss a 
ball game, band competition, or an extended family get-together because what 
is going on with our church family is more important?   

2. Do our children know that their Bible class lesson is more important than 
their Algebra homework?  

3. Do they know that learning the plan of salvation and the books of the Bible is 
more important than their high school GPA? 

4. When was the last time our children saw us look up location of the local 
church while on vacation to find out what time the services? 

5. When was the last time our trip home was delayed by an hour or so because 
you stopped on Sunday night, to assemble with the saints  

E. A tent can be packed up, stored away, and pitched again when needed, but an 
altar is settled and permanent. So, should be our devotion to God! 
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Conclusion: 
1. The most important altar the Abraham ever built taught Isaac the greatest lesson he 

could have ever been taught. 

2. In Genesis 22, Abraham taught Isaac two powerful and fundamental lessons. 

a. Isaac learned that Abraham would rather attend his son’s funeral than for his 
family to be unfaithful to the Lord. 

b. Isaac learn that Abraham loved God more than anything in the world – including 
more that Isaac, himself.  

3. Getting back to the basics is not easy. In fact, it requires altars, sacrifice, and 
consistency. 
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BACK TO THE BASICS OF EVANGELISM 
Mike Bonner 

Introduction:  
1. Go into all the world and preach the gospel… All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them… Paul would be sent to the Gentiles, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me. (Mark 
16.15-16; Matthew 28.18-20; Acts 26.17-18) We must teach people to fear the Lord.  

Discourse: 
I. THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS PRIMARY IN FOCUS 

A. Psalm 36.1 (why men sin against God) 
B. Psalm 55.19 (why men won’t change their ways) 
C. What is the fear of the Lord? (Pro. 1.7; 8.13; 14.26-27; Ps. 111.10) 

II. THE LOST MUST SEE THE FEAR OF THE LORD IN US! 
A. 2 Tim. 3.15  (Timothy learned the fear of the Lord early)     
B. Job 1.8 (was known for fearing the Lord) 
C. Cornelius feared God (Acts 10.2)  

1. Living in wisdom among the lost 
2. Col. 4.5-6 
3. Eph. 5.15-17 
4. Phil. 2.14-15 

D. These 3 tips will melt the heart of stone and produce repentance.  
1. Luke 24.47 (repentance is the goal) 
2. Romans 2.4 (God’s goodness leads to repentance) 
3. 2 Cor. 7.9-10 (godly sorrow leads to repentance) 
4. 2 Tim. 2.24-26 (our lifestyle and approach aids repentance) 

III. THE FEAR OF THE LORD MUST BE EVIDENT TO GOD 
A. Mal. 3.16-18 (Evangelism includes the Lord and the lost seeing us fellowship 

with the god of heaven being the focal point) 
B. We invite our friends and loved one’s to come and be instructed in the fear of the 

Lord (Psalm 34.11) 
C. Our motivation to live righteously should be to see men and women turn from 

sinful lifestyle to the abundant lifestyle (John 10.10). 

Conclusion:  
1. When evangelism does not have the fear of the Lord as it’s focus, the fear of the Lord 

may be left out accidentally. 
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BACK TO THE BASICS OF PRAYER 
Cody Westbrook 

Introduction: 
1. We serve a God who desires to hear from His people.  

a. Prayer is commanded - 1 Thess. 5:17-18; Rom. 12:12; Phil. 4:6. 
b. God delights in the prayer of the righteous - Pro. 15:8.  
c. We ought always to pray - Luke 11:1. 

2. We serve a God who has promised to respond to our prayers. 
a. Matt. 7:7-11. 
b. 1 Sam. 1:1-20. 
c. 2 Sam. 7:1-17. 

3. Therefore, we should desire to increase and abound in prayer. 
a. We should desire to know more about the practicalities of prayer.  
b. We should desire to know more about the proper attitude required for prayer.  
c. We should desire to know more about how God answers prayer.  

4. We will consider Paul as a case study in learning more about the fundamentals of prayer. 

Discussion: 
I. A LOOK AT PAUL’S PRAYER 

A. Paul expresses his desire and future plans in Romans 15:22-33 
1. To be helped on his way to Spain (24) 
2. To be delivered (31) 
3. Fellowship (32) 

B. Acts 20:1-5 (cf. 19:21) is the setting of Romans (56-58 AD) 
1. Arrested in Jerusalem (Acts 21) 
2. Arrives in Rome (Acts 28) (approx. 3-4 years after being arrested in Jerusalem). 
3. Spends 2 years in Rome.  

C. Things didn’t work out exactly as Paul had planned. 

II. WE LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT THE ACTION OF PRAYER. 
A. To “strive” is to agonize or wrestle (Rom. 15:30). 
B. We should pray often - Luke 18:1ff; Rom. 12:12; Col. 4:2; Eph. 6:18. 

III. WE LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT THE ANSWER OF PRAYER. 
A. Sometimes God answers, yes - 1 Sam. 1; 2 Kings 20:1-7; Acts 12:1-12. 
B. Sometimes God answers, no - 2 Sam. 12:15-18; 2 Cor. 12:7-10. 
C. Sometimes God answers, something else - 2 Sam. 7:1-17 
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IV. WE LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF PRAYER. 
A. Faith - Acts 20:22-23; Jas. 1:5; Matt. 7:7-11. 

1. God will answer.  
2. God knows, sees, and cares.  

B. Selflessness - Phil. 1:3-5; 12-14; 18; 21; 4:4; 11.  
1. It’s not wrong to pray for ourselves (1 Pet. 5:7) but out of balance if that’s all we do.  
2. Thing’s didn’t go Paul’s way but he was still joyful. He’s emphasis was the Lord’s 

will! 
C. Acceptance - Matt. 26:39 

1. Not my will, but thine be done!  

Conclusion: 
1. Prayer is a blessing exclusively for the children of God. It is a powerful tool but one we 

utilize far too sparingly.  
2. Let us strive to continue and abound in prayer (Col. 4:2). 
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BACK TO THE BASICS OF FORGIVENESS 
Daniel Garza 

Introduction: 

1. In Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus taught the disciples about the kind of love that is 
confrontational. However Jesus does not want the subject of church discipline to be 
the last thing discussed with regard to the intimate relationship that is to exist among 
the disciples. He does not end with confrontation, but forgiveness and reconciliation. 
Peter, in Matthew 18:21, inquires of Jesus. Peter’s inquiry 1) acknowledges an 
authority figure; 2) Peter’s inquiry involves a member of the faith community; 3) 
Peter’s inquiry is in regard to an offense made upon his own person; 4) Peter’s 
inquiry is in regard to the quantitative value of the mercy that is to be shown to the 
offender. 

2. Jesus then give an answer to Peter’s question (Matt. 18:22-35). Jesus’ answer to that 
question is of unlimited mercy (Matt. 18: 22-35). In verse 22 Jesus said that 
unlimited mercy is the answer [to Peter’s question]. In verses 23-25, Jesus’ answer 
also included a parable that taught the necessity of forgiveness which is to originate 
from the only place where unlimited mercy is possible. 

3. One author said: “The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant reminds disciples that the 
major purpose of church discipline is that people be repentant, reconciled, forgiven, 
and forgiving. The reason for the congregation’s existence is the communication of 
God’s mercy and justice to the world. And if God’s mercy is forgotten in zeal for 
God’s justice, then Jesus’ point has been missed….” 

4. Within this passage we will be able to glean some vital teachings about how 
important it is for us to be able to forgive one another; especially as we consider how 
merciful and gracious God was toward us.  

Body: 
I. FORGIVENESS IS A____________________________________: 

A. In this context of discussion, to forgive is a Divine mandate. A mandate is 
____________________________________________ 

B. Paul has two parallel passages that teach the same thing. 

1. __________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________ 

C. Jesus, God in the flesh, teaches us to forgive one another.  

_____________________________________________________ 
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II. FORGIVENESS HAS A _________________________________: 

A. A method is __________________________________________ 

B. We are to forgive in the very same way that God forgave us.  

III. FORGIVENESS HAS A _________________________________: 
A. The Definition of Forgiveness: The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary gives a pretty 

good definition of our word. What is I think is good to do is to take that definition 
and break it into segments and use it at a guide for our up coming thoughts. 
Forgiveness...  

1. __________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

B. Bible References that helps to solidify the definition above.  

1. __________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________ 

C. What did God do? 

1. __________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________ 

IV. FORGIVENESS HAS ___________________________________: 
A. We forgive because _____________________________________ 

B. We forgive because _____________________________________ 

C. We forgive because _____________________________________ 

Conclusion: 
1. I remember being in a Bible class discussion on the topic of forgiveness. The 

preacher was making a biblical case for forgiveness no matter the offense. Then in 
the course of the discussion, the brotherhood correctness came out and someone said, 
“We only forgive them if they repent.” I don’t think anybody would argue with that; 
that is what the Bible says; correct? However, many times when people say that, it 
almost seems that they use the offenders non-action to justify their own non-action 
and sinful attitudes. It seems as if we want people to craw on their knees for a mile, 
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and when they approach us on their knees we want to see their knees to make sure 
they did the crawling.Forgiveness always begins with the heart of the one offended. 
And our disposition to forgive is not contingent upon the actions of the offender.  

2. The highest ethic that we can achieve is that that kind of love that God Himself 
manifested toward us.  

a. God had the heart to forgive even while we were His enemies. 

b. While hanging on the cross, Jesus said, "Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” 

3. Christians are different in how we conduct ourselves in this world and treat others. 

a. ___________________________________________________________ 

b. ___________________________________________________________ 

4. Christians must cultivate their heart to able to forgive as God has forgiven them.  
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BACK TO THE BASICS BEING THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Mike Bonner 

Introduction:		
1. Being	the	church	of	Christ	is	vital	for	many	reasons.	It’s	not	suf9icient	to	be	the	

church	in	name	only,	but	also	in	practice.	Being	the	church	requires	us	knowing	
what	she	is	biblically,	who	is	her	foundation	and	where	she’s	going.	We	will	seek	
to	 explore	 some	beautiful	 blessings	 about	 the	 church	 of	 Christ	 and	 seek	 to	 be	
everything	the	Lord	desires	her	to	be	in	our	local	areas	of	work.	

Discourse:		
I. THERE	IS	NO	INSTITUTION	OR	ENTITY	LIKE	THE	CHURCH	OF	CHRIST	ON	EARTH.		

A. It’s	exclusive,	yet	inclusive	(Matthew	28:18-20)	

B. It’s	spiritual	yet	earthly	(Luke	17:21)	

C. It’s	on	earth	yet	heavenly	(Phil.	3:20)	

D. It	was	before	time	yet	in	time	(Eph.	1:4ff)	

E. It’s	God’s	moral	culture	in	an	immoral	world.		

F. It	is	The	New	Testament	Church		

II. THE	NEW	TESTAMENT	CHURCH	IS	BUILT	UPON	TRUTH.	(EPH.	2.20-21)	
A. God	is	truth	-	Ex.	34:5-6	

B. Jesus	is	truth	-	John	14:6	

C. The	Holy	Spirit	is	truth	-	John	16:13	

D. The	Word	of	God	is	truth	-	John	17:17	

E. The	Church	of	Christ	is	the	pillar	&	ground...	-	I	Tim.	3:15	

F. Truth	is	absolutely	free	from	and	of	a	lie	-	1	John	2:21	

G. Paul	said,	“we	can	do	nothing	against	the	truth	but	for…”	2	Cor.	13:8	

H. Truth	will	set	us	free	-	Jn.	8:32	

III. THE	CHURCH	IS	TO	PROVOKE	EACH	OTHER		(HEB.	10.24-25)	
A. Not	forsake	the	Lord	-	Heb.	10.25	

B. Provoking	one	another	to	ponder	the	B-Attitudes	of	Matthew	5:1-12	

C. To	demonstrate	the	Fruit	of	the	Spirit	in	Galatians	5:22-23	

D. To	perfect	the	Christian	graces	of	2	Peter	1:5-11	

E. Abstain	from	every	form	of	Evil	-	1	Thess.	5:22	
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IV. THE	CHURCH	MUST	MAINTAIN	HER	MILITANCY	(ACTS	8.4)	
A. We	have	to	go	everywhere	preaching	the	word	

B. They	were	willing	to	die	for	the	cause	of	Christ.		

1. Acts	7.59-60	(Stephen)	

2. Acts	12.2	(James)	

3. Acts	20.24-25	(Paul	and	his	life)	

4. Acts	25.11;	28.19	(Paul	appeals	to	Caesar)	

C. They	preached	and	promoted	One	Message.		

1. 1	Cor.	1.10	-	spoke	the	same	thing...	

2. Phil.	3.16	–	applied	one	rule	(canon)	

3. Galatians	6:16	This	rule	(standard	and	territory)		 	

4. Eph.	4.1-6	–	the	7	one’s	of	the	faith...	

5. 2	Pet.	1.1	-	like	precious	faith...	

D. We	cannot	be	ashamed	of	the	gospel	of	Christ	(Rom.	1.16)	

V. BEING	THE	CHURCH	GIVES	A	GREAT	EXPECTATION		
A. They	held	on	to	One	Hope	(The	Resurrection).		

B. Acts	17.18;	32	(some	mocked	the	Resurrection)	

C. Acts	23.6	-	was	called	in	question	because	of...	(Acts	24.21)		

D. 1	Cor.	15.12-13	-	if	there’s	no	resurrection...	willing	to	defend	it	

E. 1	Cor.	15:23-24	the	kingdom	will	be	delivered	because	of	it	

F. We’re	waiting	on	the	Risen	Christ	-	1	Thess.	4:11-16	

G. We’ll	see	the	face	of	God	and	all	He	has	to	offer		-	Rev.	22:1ff	

H. We’ll	receive	when	the	will	of	God	is	done.	Hebrews	10:36	

Conclusion:	
1. Being	the	church	of	Christ	is	truly	a	blessing	when	we	understand	what	we	have	

waiting	for	us.			
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BACK TO THE BASICS OF CHRISTIAN UNITY 
Wayne Jones 

Introduction: 
1. There are several words that need to be reclaimed by God’s people. Heaven’s 

vocabulary has been hijacked by the world. 
a. We mean words like church, saint, miracle, love, convert, etc. 
b. Even the word “unity” is often thrown around church buildings and lecture halls, 

but seldom is it pursued Biblically. 
2. In the denominational world, unity has become about the pursuit of tolerance.  

a. This brand of unity is not in interested in spiritual commonality, but rather in an 
avoidance of spiritual conflict.  

b. But true unity has never been about avoiding division, but rather it has been about 
pursuing oneness. 

3. In the church, unity has become (in many places) about the exterior and façade.  
a. Rather than being determined togetherness, unity for many is about deliberate 

toleration.  
b. We have come to believe that if we just don’t air our grievances that they will not 

divide us or if we just do not express our bitterness it won’t affect us. 
4. Unity is both practical and doctrinal. To find Biblical unity, we cannot sacrifice the 

basis of unity which is doctrine. In turn, we cannot forgo love, mercy, and patience 
and expect to achieve the unity God desires us to have. 

5. So, let’s get back to the basics by consider two primary concepts: a prayer and a path. 

Discussion: 
I. A PRAYER FOR UNITY 

A. This prayer is prayed by Jesus himself: “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but 
for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; 
even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that 
the world may believe that You sent Me.” (John 17:20–21)  

B. In this prayer, Jesus identifies the people of unity (17:20). 

1. Jesus looked ahead in time. He saw a number people, in a number of 
locations, with a number of backgrounds, but they would have at least one 
common trait – they would believe in Jesus through the words of the 
disciples. They would be united. 

2. D.A. Carson commented on this idea of being united in the teaching of and 
about Jesus: “is not achieved by hunting enthusiastically for the lowest 
common theological denominator, but by common adherence to the apostolic 
gospel, by love that is joyfully self-sacrificing, by undaunted commitment to 
the shared goals of the mission with which Jesus’ followers have been 
charged.” 
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C. In this prayer, Jesus includes a plea for unity (John 17:21a). 

1. There is an immediate, one-time unity that is produced at the point of 
conversion. It is spoken of in passages such as 1 Corinthians 12:13 and 
Galatians 3:26-27. 

2. This one-time uniting is not what Christ is referencing in this prayer. It is not 
about the immediate result of conversion (Acts 2:47), but the effort made to 
continue in such a united, bonded fellowship. 

3. What Christ is praying for is the resolve and commitment of His followers to 
fulfill what Paul would urge in Ephesians 4:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 1:10.  

4. He understood it would take work and that there would be setbacks. 
Furthermore, He knew some would simply not make the effort. So He prayed 
earnestly for us! 

D. In this prayer, Jesus provided a picture of unity (17:21b). 

1. The father and son (while distinct in person and visibly separate from one 
another during the incarnation) served as the perfect picture of the type of 
unity that Christ wants for His disciples. 

2. This same chapter as given numerous examples of their unity: they were 
united in motive (17:1); they were united in mission (17:2-4); and they were 
united in truth (17:8, 14). 

3. The Father and Son were united in what they were doing, why they were 
doing it, and the tools they were using to accomplish it. That is unity!  

4. It is not the case that there was never a conflict of wills. Remember the 
Garden prayers of “let this cup pass?” However, submission always prevailed 
so that unity could be maintained! 

E. In this prayer, Jesus revealed the product of unity (17:21c). 

1. “…so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” 

2. The visible, consistent unity of the church will produce a desire on the part of 
unbelievers to experience that same connection and closeness.  

3. On the other hand, where there are carnal divisions, strife, backbiting, and 
quarreling in the church, it drives unbelievers away.  

4. Why would they want to be part of such a hypocritical group that has been 
united but lives a divided existence?  

5. The effectiveness of the church’s evangelism is devastated by dissension and 
disputes. Perhaps a lack of genuine unity is the explanation for why the 
church isn’t growing and even why our young people are leaving the church 
at such an alarming rate. 
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II. A PATH FOR UNITY 
A. There are many slogans born during the time of the restoration that harken back 

to the days of the 1st century and that will carry forward to any and all future 
generations of Christians.  

B. One of those phrases can be seen as our path forward to unity and togetherness. It 
goes like this: “In matters of faith, unity; in matters of opinion, liberty; in all 
things, love.” 

C. Every situation is different, but we must ask ourselves a few questions when 
disagreements arise. 

D. First, is there a right or wrong position in this matter? In other words, has God 
deemed one choice in this discussion as sinful? Is one of these things the only 
God-authorized option on the table? If so, doctrine must prevail. 

E. Second, if there is more than one right or authorized choice to made, what is the 
most expedient for the current situation? Such would include considering the 
church as a whole, our local congregation, the authority of local leaders, and what 
this discussion will mean for the weaker among us. If an option becomes clearly 
the most expedient, it must prevail. 

F. Third, is this any of my business? If it is someone’s personal decision and sin is 
not being committed, liberty must prevail. 

G. Fourth, if in making any of these decisions we find ourselves in the wrong or 
having offended another, we are always to make it right. Love must prevail! 

Conclusion: 
1. Unity can be one of the most difficult complicated religious topics to discuss. 

2. So why not back to the basics? 

3. Investigate the prayer of Jesus and pursue the path of unity. 
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