
 

 

Last week we noted some startling similari-

ties in Roman culture and society to our 
own. We also considered the fact that history 

demonstrates the cause for the moral decay 
of human society is man turning away from 

God. For additional evidence one may con-
sider the generations of Noah (Gen. 6:1-5) 

and the time of the Judges (Judges 2:1-2; 
17:6). The first step in that decline is corrup-

tion among God’s own people. This is first 
evidenced in religious decay. Dissatisfied 

with the doctrine and worship commanded 
by God man substitutes truth for traditions 

and sincere worship for emotional stimula-
tion. In time, the orthodoxy and worship of 

“the church” is unrecognizable and wholly 
void of God (Isa. 30:9-11; cf. Jer. 5:31; 2 

Tim. 4:3; 1 Tim. 4:1; et al). When the people 
of God turn away and corrupt themselves, 

the corruption in society follows a recogniza-
ble pattern. If the corruption of God’s own 

people is the first step in such a decline, 
what are the following noticeable steps of 

this pattern? 

Step two — the home. The doctrine and 
worship being corrupted the whole body be-

comes sick (Isa. 1:6) and the families that 
make up the church also become corrupt. 

The church is made up of individual Chris-
tians (Acts 2:47), but also Christian families 

(cf. Acts 8:3). Apart from the unadulterated 
word (1 Pt. 2:2) and true worship of God the 

home becomes corrupt. How can God be 
honored in a home that is part of a spiritual 

body that has corrupted itself? 

In such a home one finds harsh demeaning 

language between husband and wife. Physi-

cal abuse of the husband against his bride 

and children are commonplace as well as 
hidden from others. The use of alcohol and 

drugs become fuel to a fire that rages in the 
flames of greater violence and even molesta-

tion. In time, divorce shatters an already 
fractured home, but the damage is done; the 

seed is planted. How often does a young man 
from such an environment continue the 

practices of his father and establishes a 
home that imitates the godless atmosphere 

in which he himself was raised? How often 
does a young woman seek a violent and dom-

inating man that simply continues the night-
mare of her childhood? Contrast this to the 

loving and caring environment that is found 
in the home of faithful Christians (Eph. 5:22-

33; 6:1-4).  

Step three — society. The same families 

that make up the church also serve as the 
building blocks of society, and a nation that 

once would proudly declare “In God we trust” 
turns and remonstrates against the precious 

biblical principles upon which it was found-
ed. Without God, godly homes and pure reli-

gion, society breaks down. The educational 
system molds young minds into the false be-

lief of atheistic humanism denying the Lord 
that bought them and the God who created 

them (cf. 2 Pt. 2:1; Rom. 1:20-21). Business 
and banking institutions are best character-

ized by practices of false weights and balanc-
es of deceit (Prov. 11:1; 20:23; Hos. 12:7; 

Amos 8:5-6). Entertainment institutions 
market in the trade of immorality, sexual 

promiscuity and violence. Government, an 
institution ordained by God for the protec-

tion of the citizenry (Rom. 13:1-7) becomes 
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oppressive and unjust. Hatred is used to 

divide. Fear is used to oppress. Ignorance 
is used to increase power. God, His Christ 

and His inspired Word which alone can 
bring about true peace to humanity are 

mocked, ridiculed and held in disdain.  

Step four — that nation ceases to exist 

as a nation. No, some things never 

change. Man continues to repeat the histo-
ry of turning from God and corrupting him-

self. But dear reader, God also never 
changes! There is not one nation that will 

long continue in opposition to God.  

“Wash you, make you clean; 

put away the evil of your do-
ings from before mine eyes; 

cease to do evil; Learn to do 
well; seek judgment, relieve 

the oppressed, judge the fa-
therless, plead for the widow. 

Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord: 

though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as 

snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as 

wool” (Isa. 1:16-18). 

This was not spoken to a man but to a na-
tion! “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 

sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov. 
14:34). Christians, awake from sleep! 
Stand up and speak with great boldness 

that God, He is alive and it is He that 
“ruleth in the kingdoms of men” (Dan. 

4:25). Declare with great clarity that Jesus 
Christ is risen and reigns today on His 

throne (Dan. 7:13-14; 1 Tim. 6:15). Let us 
turn the tide of godlessness, save our 

fellowman, and save our nation from 

repeating history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Mimicry 

There are several song birds that 
are known for their ability to mimic. The 

lyrebird, found in dense forests in Austral-
ia, may be the world's best. It can imitate 

12 other birds. It does the whirring cam-
era's motor drive and the click of a shutter. 

It repeats the engine of a car and the ding 
of a car alarm. It can even imitate the 

screech of the chainsaw of loggers. 
 

Many of us have learned the art of spiritual 
mimicry. We have learned how to imitate 

generosity, zeal, morality, even humility. 
We garner the praise of those who listen to 

our beautiful songs, but what about God? 
What might be impressive to our friends 

and family are obnoxious to God. 
 

Sing beautiful songs today, but make sure 
those are for the glory of God and not self.   

 
Father God, who knows our hearts, may 

our songs be pleasing to your ears! 

     -Selected- 

 

 

 

 

Ben & Millie Jamison will be celebrating 

their 70th Wedding Anniversary on 

November 11, 2020. What a special 

milestone to accomplish. May God con-

tinue to bless them. Happy Anniversary 

Ben and Millie! 



 

 

PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 
Week of November 1, 2020 

**subject to change** 

Sunday Morning: 
Announcements:  Jeff Harris 
Scripture Reading:  Kirk FitzSimmons 

Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread:     Bryant Siegel 
Fruit of the Vine:  Bryant Siegel 
Offering:    Lupe Escojido 
 

Prayer 

A.M. Opening:   Clifton Rutherford 
A.M. Closing:   Kevin Sheeran 
P. M. Opening:   Dale Hill 
P. M. Closing:   Jeff Harris 
 
Song Leaders:  

Sun. A.M.:   Larry Nuckels 

Sun. P.M.:    Isaac Jobes 

Wed. P.M.:    Doug Jobes 

 

Ushers:    Allen Clifton 
 
Greeters:   Allen Clifton 
 
Wednesday Devo:   Mark FitzSimmons 
     
Open/Close Building:     

IN NEED OF PRAYERS: 

Please continue to pray for those affected by the 
Corona Virus. The family of  Dalton Shafer.  His 
grandfather, R.L. Shafer passed away last week. 
 
 
Happy Birthday: Matthias Cammock (2); Mike 
McVey (3); Marva Hill (6) 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Dec. 4-6: Challenging the Church hosted by 

MidTown.  

Feb. 13, 2021: Ladies’ Day hosted by MidTown. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

KEEP IN PRAYER 

MIDTOWN MEMBERS: 
 
Jeff Cannady 
Les Daltry 
Janice FitzSimmons 
Ken and Sandra Marie 
Wayne Martin 
Ann Pantel 
Veronica Serenil 
Clark Withers 

SHUT-INS: 
 
Dee Gilpatrick 
Faye Henderson 
Charlie Mabe 
Sandy Malone 

If you would like to add or remove a name on the “Keep in Prayer” 

List, please see Nina Siegel. 

To Our Visitors: We welcome you to our service. 

Perhaps this is the first time you have visited us. It 

is our desire to have you return often and give us a 

chance to become better acquainted with you. You 

will find visitor cards on the back of the pew in 

front of you. Please fill one out.  

Sermons are available on our website 

www.midtowncoc.org under Resources. 

MidTown’s Bible Classes and Worship services 

can be viewed livestream on YouTube. Search 

MidTown church of Christ Victoria. 

 
**FRIENDLY REMINDER TO CONTINUE 
PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING** 

Sunday Evening worship services will resume to-

night at 5pm.  



 

 

MidTown Church of Christ               
5901 N. Main                  
Victoria, TX  77904                 
(361) 573-0030                  
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

Minister: Ronnie Scherffius 
Secretary: Nina Siegel 

 

TIMES OF SERVICES  
Sunday Morning Bible Class:  9:00 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship:  10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship:  5:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Class:  7:00 PM 
      
  

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 
Week of October 25, 2020 

A.M. Bible Class………………………………...78 
A.M. Worship………………………………......110 
Online views during worship………………….38 
Wednesday Bible Class………………………....61 

 

Offering : October 25, 2020.....................$3,757 

GO PAPERLESS! 

Want the digital version? 

Email us at midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

To receive the MidTown Messenger in your inbox 

 or visit www.midtowncoc.org 

SUPPORTED WORKS 

India - Mani Pagidipalli 

Bible Land Passages - John & Carla Moore 

Southwest School of Bible Studies  - Anthony 
Scherffius 

 

Reading for this week:   

 

"You are those who justify yourselves before men, 
but God knows your hearts." 

Luke 16:15  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2016.15

