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The Character of God in the Old Testament

By: Clay Bond

Eternal, good, gracious, loving, merciful,
wise, holy, immutable, just, righteous, sover-
eign, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipres-
ent are just a few of the attributes of God.
When we speak of God’s attributes we are
talking about those characteristics that help
us understand who God truly is. It is note-
worthy that those biblical characters who
were greatly used by God had a burning de-
sire to know Him. David said, “One thing
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek af-
ter; that [ may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the Lord, and to enquire in his tem-
ple.” (Ps. 27:4)

For David, knowing God was a priority and it
should be the same for us. In the book of
Daniel we learn that those who know God
“shall be strong, and do exploits” (great
things) (Dan. 11:32). Let me mention just a
few attributes that can help us come to know
God better.

The Wisdom of God

While Job was enduring grievous afflictions
that made no sense to him at all, he was will-
ing to admit that with God “is wisdom and
strength, he hath counsel and understand-
ing” (Job 12:13). When wisdom is applied to
God it describes His mental excellence in its
greatest sense. Wisdom, which is an aware-
ness and understanding of facts, is more
comprehensive and far-reaching than
knowledge. Wisdom is the ability to adapt to
those facts to bring about a desired end or
purpose. The creation of this universe was

an expression of God’s wisdom (Ps. 104:24).
God sending His Son to be the remedy for sin
is an expression of His wisdom (1 Cor. 1:23-
24; 1 Tim. 1:15; Col. 2:3). God’s plan of re-
demption is yet another expression of His di-
vine wisdom. Paul wrote that God
“abounded toward us in all wisdom and pru-
dence” in carrying out His eternal plan to
save us (Eph. 1:8). He knows all the facts
and he knows how to use them, not just to
attain results, but to attain perfect results.
God’s wisdom has provided us a world in
which to live, a redeeming Savior, and a spir-
itual body in which we can grow.

The Goodness of God

Behind the vastness of this universe stands
a God who cares about what He has made.
God is not indifferent or absent but rather
He is fully invested for the good of the uni-
verse because He is good. Even the ungrate-
ful and the wicked benefit from the goodness
of God and should be led to repentance by it
(Ps. 33:5, 145:9; Matt. 6:45; Rom. 2:4).
While God is good to the unsaved His good-
ness is even greater toward those who fear
Him. David said, “Oh how great is thy good-
ness, which thou hast laid up for them that
fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them
that trust in thee before the sons of
men!” (Ps. 31:19)

God promises His people, “no good thing will
he withhold from them that walk upright-
ly” (Ps. 84:11). His goodness can be seen in
many ways: eternal life (Rom. 6:23), immedi-
ate access to His throne through Jesus
Christ (Heb. 4:16), answering our prayers (1



Pet. 3:12), giving us His word which pro-
vides everything we need pertaining to life
and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3), and even His
discipline is evidence of His goodness (Heb.
12:6-15). Many have a tendency to take
God’s goodness for granted, but those who
know Him personally praise Him and
thank Him for His goodness (Ps. 100:4-5).
If you are saved, give thanks to the Lord for
he is good! If you are lost heed the exhorta-
tion of the Psalmist, “O taste and see that
the Lord is good: blessed is the man that
trusteth in him” (Ps. 34:8).

The Grace of God

In Exodus 34:1-10 Moses ascended to Mt.
Sinai to present himself before the Lord.
The Lord spoke to Moses about Himself
saying, “The Lord, The Lord God, merciful
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth.” The Hebrew word
“gracious” comes from a root word which
means “to bend or stoop.” When God de-
clared Himself to be gracious, He was ex-
plaining to Moses exactly what He is like
and defining the very essence of His being.
God is willing to reach down with affection
to people who can never deserve it! He is
willing to do good things freely and uncon-
ditionally. Because God is gracious He is
willing to forgive guilty people of their sins
and deliver them from the punishment they
deserve when they are totally unworthy of
such kindness. The New Testament pro-
claims the same truth declaring God to be
“the God of all grace” (1 Pet. 5:10). When
we acquaint ourselves with the God of all
grace we will learn that God provides grace
for salvation (2 Cor. 8:9; Titus 2:11), sanc-
tification (Acts 20:32), service (1 Cor. 15:8-
10), suffering (2 Cor. 12:9-10), and that
God’s grace is available for our every need.
It is a blessed thing for mankind to behold
the “manifold” or “many-colored” grace of
God (1 Pt. 4:10). Someone once said, for
every shade of human need God has a
matching shade of divine grace. If we are
blue with despondency, yellow with fear,
encountering the blackness of pain, the
redness of anger or the greenness of envy,

God’s many-colored grace is sufficient to
help us in our time of need (Heb. 4:16).

These are just a few of our magnificent
God’s attributes. Let me encourage you to
get to know God’s character by continuing
to study His word, diligently looking for
those unique characteristics of God that
can help you better know Him and better
serve Him. May it be your life’s ambition to
know God!

Principle or Passion

Principle or passion? Every minute of every
day we choose one or the other.

If we choose to live by passion, then we
give full vent to whatever we feel inside.
Fueled by passion alone with no guiding
principles to hold those passions in check,
we do or say what our emotions tell us to
do.

If we choose to live by principle, then we
will control our emotions. We will choose
forgiveness over revenge. We will choose to
listen rather than argue and yell. We will
weigh offenses and seek to correct only
those that need correction.

A decision to live by principle is a con-
scious choice we make every day. It is
a daily decision to deny selfish emotions to
be guided by the principles of God's Word.

So, how will you be guided today? Principle
or passion?
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PRIVILEGED TO SERVE
Week of July 12, 2020

**subject to change™™

Sunday Morning;:

Announcements: Bryant Siegel
Scripture Reading: Kirk FitzSimmons
Lord’s Supper & Offering

Bread: Lupe Escojido
Fruit of the Vine: Lupe Escojido
Offering: James Cammock
Prayer

A.M. Opening;: Kevin Sheeran
A.M. Closing: Mike Atkinson
Song Leaders:

Sun. A.M.: Larry Nuckels
Wed. P.M.: Isaac Jobes
Ushers: Allen Clifton
Wednesday Devo: Ronnie Scherffius
Open/Close Building;:

Sound System: Mark FitzSimmons

To Our Visitors: We welcome you to our service.
Perhaps this is the first time you have visited us. It
is our desire to have you return often and give us a
chance to become better acquainted with you. You
will find visitor cards on the back of the pew in
front of you. Please fill one out.

Sermons are available on our website

www.midtowncoc.org under Resources.

MidTown’s Bible Classes and Worship

services can be viewed livestream on

YouTube. Search MidTown church of
Christ Victoria.

IN NEED OF PRAYERS:

Please pray for the country during this time of the
Corona Virus Pandemic. Don Lynn requested pray-
ers on behalf of his daughter Tara Yaws and fami-
ly. They are being quarantined due to exposure to
COVID-19. Paul Purswell had two stints placed in
his heart last week. Roy Arnot’s sister, Ardath Hil-~
strom, is in the hospital with a broken ankle. Eddie
Serenil asked for prayers for challenges he is fac-~
ing at work. Sally Law, who’s sister passed away
suddenly a month ago.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

Happy Birthday: Della Rampley, Josha Gooch (7),
Mike Page (8), Braxton Flonnory (13), Pat Davis
(14), Clifton Rutherford (17)

Happy Anniversary: Les and Sandra Daltry (8),
Mark & Nia FitzSimmons (9), Bryant & Nina Siegel
(13), James and Emily Cammock (17)

“IRIENDLY REMINDER TO CONTINUE
PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING™*

KEEP IN PRAYER
MIDTOWN MEMBERS:

Jeff Cannady

Les Daltry

Janice FitzSimmons
Dee Gilpatrick
Wayne Martin
Ann Pantel
Veronica Serenil
Clark Withers

SHUT-INS:
Faye Henderson

Charlie Mabe
Sandy Malone

If you would like to add or remove a name on the “Keep in Prayer”
List, please see Nina Siegel.



MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST

Minister: Ronnie Scherffius
Secretary: Nina Siegel

TIMES OF SERVICES
Sunday Morning Bible Class: 9:00 AM
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00AM
Wednesday Bible Class— 7:00 PM

(Auditorium only)

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Week of July 5, 2020

AM. Bible Class.........coevviiiiiiniiiiiiiiinnnn 47
AM. WOrship.....ooooviviiiiiiiiiiiici e 64
Online views during worship...................... 38
Wednesday Bible Class............coeieiieininnnn 51
Offering week of July 5, 2020............. $3,380

Reading for this week:

Make no friendship with a man given to anger,
nor go with a wrathful man,
lest you learn his ways
and entangle yourself in a snare.
Proverbs 22:24-25

SUPPORTED WORKS
India ~ Mani Pagidipalli
Bible Land Passages - John & Carla Moore

GO PAPERLESS!
Want the digital version?
Email us at midtowncoc2017@gmail.com
To receive the MidTown Messenger in your inbox
or visit www.midtowncoc.org

MidTown Church of Christ
5901 N. Main

Victoria, TX 77904

(361) 573-0030
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2022.24-25

