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GAME CHANGERS: JOSHUA AND CALEB: COURAGE TO STAND

Ronnie Scherftius

Most are familiar with the inspired record of
Joshua and Caleb — the two spies who re-
turned with a good report and opposed the
evil report of the ten spies (Num. 13) that
caused the people to cry out in despair to
God and murmur against Moses and Aaron
(Num. 14:1-4). But we often fail to consider
the reaction of Israel toward Joshua and
Caleb when they opposed the evil report and
courageously stood on God’s side.

“And Joshua the son of Nun,
and Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, which were of them
that searched the land, rent
their clothes: And they spake
unto all the company of the chil-
dren of Israel, saying, The land,
which we passed through to
search it, is an exceeding good
land. If the Lord delight in us,
then he will bring us into this
land, and give it us; a land
which floweth with milk and
honey. Only rebel not ye against
the Lord, neither fear ye the
people of the land; for they are
bread for us: their defense is de-
parted from them, and the Lord
is with us: fear them not. But
all the congregation bade
stone them with stones.” (Num
14:6-10)

Joshua and Caleb not only opposed the neg-
ative words of their fellow spies, or even the
negative reaction of the people, but they
stood courageously in the face of death!

While we may never face the threat of being
stoned to death, we nevertheless must be
strong and courageous (Josh. 1:6-7) to stand
in a world so openly opposed to the truth of
God.

We must courageously stand on the truth
of the infallibility and inspiration of the
Bible. One of the most frequent attacks
against the Bible is that it cannot be infalli-
ble. The argument is as follows: “Since the
Bible was written by men, and since man is
not infallible, then the Bible is not infallible.”
Such opposers to the Bible refuse to
acknowledge the Bible’s inspiration. Paul
wrote, “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God” (2 Tim. 3:16). To the Corinthians Paul
affirmed, “Now we [inspired men] have re-
ceived, not the spirit of the world, but the
spirit which is of God; that we might know
the things that are freely given to us of
God” (1 Cor. 2:12). Throughout the Old Tes-
tament we learn that the prophets spoke, not
their own words, but the words of God (Jer.
1:9-10; 2 Sam. 23:2; 1 Pt. 1:11). Thus Peter
affirmed, “Knowing this first, that no prophe-
cy of the scripture is of any private interpre-
tation. For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost” (2 Pt. 1:20-21).

If the Bible was a production of man it would
be just to say it is infallible. It the Bible was
the production of man the fallibility and error
contained therein would no doubt be easily
shown! But the Bible is not a production of
man! It is the verbally, plenary, infallible, in-



spired Word of God that lights our paths (Ps.
119:105), guides our steps (Jer. 10:23) and
keeps us from sin (Ps. 119:11). If we will but
have the courage to stand on the truth of the
infallibility of God’s inspired word we will not
only change our lives but the lives of those
around us.

We must courageously stand on the truth
of the one church. In a country where
“offensive” speech is strongly condemned by
popular culture, and a spirit of “let’s just
agree to disagree” or “we’re all going to the
same place just taking different roads to get
there,” dominates the religious mindset it
takes a great measure of courage to stand on
the truth of the one church. An examination
of the origins and doctrines of the Catholics,
Lutherans, Episcopalians, Methodists, Pres-
byterians, Baptists, and all other Protestant
denominations and/or Evangelical sects that
have spawned from the corrupt seed of
manmade tradition, and it is evident that
none individually nor all collectively repre-
sent the New Testament church! Jesus said
“l will build my church” — singular (Mt.
16:18). Paul instructed that the body of
Christ is the church of Christ and that there
is “one body” (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; 5:23). The
Lord adds to the church those who obedient-
ly obey the gospel (Acts 2:47) and there is no
ecclesiastical assortment of religious bodies
from which He chooses! There is one church
and the saved are added to that one church
— the church for which Jesus shed His
blood, which originated according to the eter-
nal purposes and prophecies of God, and
which follows the pattern and doctrine of ap-
ostolic teaching. In the religious climate of
our society it takes great courage to stand on
the truth of the one church!

Joshua and Caleb were game changers be-
cause they courageously stood when the ma-
jority spoke against God and against His
promises. So courageous were these men of
faith that they were willing (and able!) to
stand when their life was in jeopardy. These

men became game changers in Israel. If we
will follow their example and courageously
stand with God we can also make a differ-
ence for God’s people today.

SWSBS—Student Lectureship

Hosted by MidTown church of Christ

“LESSONS IN LYRICS”

Saturday, Feb. 23

10:00am Session One
10:45am Break

11:00am Session Two
12:00pm Lunch

1:30pm Session Three

Sunday, Feb. 24

9:00am Bible Class
10:00am Worship
11:30am Potluck Luncheon

1:00pm Worship

Please mark your calendar for MidTown church of
Christ’s Annual Spring Gospel Meeting from
March 24th through March 27th, 2019. Our
speaker will be Wade Webster. Theme is “Tell Us
Plainly”. Wade will be telling us plainly about
Evangelism, Membership, Leadership, Baptism, the
Church and the Cross.



PRIVILEGED TO SERVE
Week of February 17, 2019

Sunday Morning;:
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:

Jeff Harris
Sammy Scherffius

Lord’s Supper & Offering

Bread: Doug Jobes

Fruit of the Vine: Dennis Bryson

Offering: Bryce Dolan

Assist:  Scott DeDear, Kirk FitzSimmons, Curtis
Scherffius

Sunday Evening: Doug Jobes, Dennis Bryson

Prayer

A.M. Closing: Mike Atkinson

P.M. Closing: Lupe Escojido

Ushers: Don Lynn
Allen Clifton

Wednesday Devotional: Lupe Escojido

Open/Close Building: Hutt

Sound System: Don Lynn

Greeters:

Don Lynn

Allen Clifton

Prepare Communion: Hutt

Sunday, February 24: We will have a congrega-
tional luncheon after the morning worship.
Please bring your favorite dish and there will be
a lpm afternoon service in lieu of the S5pm

evening worship.

To Our Visitors: We welcome you to our service.
Perhaps this is the first time you have visited us. It
is our desire to have you return often and give us a
chance to become better acquainted with you. You
will find visitor cards on the back of the pew in
front of you. Please fill one out.

IN NEED OF PRAYERS:

Sally Law, in the passing of her father, Buster Bailey
last week; Bill Young, who is having health issues.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb. 19,26: Men’s & Ladies’ Bible Class (@ 10am

Feb. 23-24: Southwest School of Bible Studies: Student
Lectures hosted by MidTown.

March3: Forever Young meeting

March 9: GEMS Meeting

March 10: Jr./ Sr. high devotional

March 24-27: Spring gospel meeting with Wade
Webster.

AREA EVENTS

Feb. 28-Mar. 3: Arise: Spiritual Growth workshop @
SW church of Christ

Mar. 29-31: Gospel meeting @ Adams Street church
of Christ. More info on the bulletin board in hallway.
Mar. 30: South Texas Youth Lectures @ Adams
Street . More info on the bulletin board in hallway.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

Happy Birthday: Barbie Dolan (18); Kevin Sheeran,
Curtis Pantel (19); Virginia Escojido (21); Mickey
Tisue (22); Robert Powers (23)

KEEP IN PRAYER
MIDTOWN MEMBERS:

Jeff Cannady
Les Daltry
Dee Gilpatrick
Ann Pantel
Mickey Tisue
Clark Withers

SHUT-INS:

Faye Henderson
Sandy Malone

If you would like to add or remove a name on the “Keep in Prayer”
List, please see Nina Siegel.



MIDTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST

Minister: Ronnie Scherffius
Secretary: Nina Siegel

TIMES OF SERVICES
Sunday Bible Class: 9:00AM
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00AM
Sunday Evening Worship: 5:00pM
Wednesday Bible Class: 7:00PM

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Week of February 10, 2019

Bible Class.....couuiieiiiiiiiiiiiiieee 105

AM. WOrship.....ooooviiiiiiiiiiii e 135

P.M. WOTSHIP. ..o, 76

Wednesday Bible Study..........ccovvvivivinnnnnnen. 76
Offering $3,702

QUICK REFERENCE
Use this quick reference to help you grow in
knowledge:

Temptation
Not tempted more.........cccceveueeneeee 1 Cor. 10:13
Endure temptation.................... James 1:12

Heb. 4:15; James 4:7; Mat. 6:13

SUPPORTED WORKS
India ~ Mani Pagidipalli
New Zealand - James & Emily Cammock
Bible Land Passages - John & Carla Moore
Southwest School of Bible Studies ~ Cody Kilgore

GO PAPERLESS!
Want the digital version?
Email us at midtowncoc2017@gmail.com
To receive the MidTown Messenger in your inbox
or visit www.midtowncoc.org

MidTown Church of Christ
5901 N. Main

Victoria, TX 77904

(361) 573-0030
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com




