
Montréal, March 3, 2021

Dear Premier,
Dear Minister,

At a time when hope for a better life is returning, the Quartier des Spectacles Partnership, 
Montréal, now petitions you to act quickly by prioritizing, in the coming weeks, the resumption of 
activities in indoor performance venues. The Partnership and the venues appreciate the efforts 
made to date by the government. 

The downtown performing arts community is now preparing to resume its activities, which will help 
ensure their commercial viability.

An essential mission, now more than ever

The mission of the Quartier des Spectacles Partnership is to contribute to advancing and 
showcasing culture in the Quartier, making use of every aspect of the urban fabric. Specifi cally, 
it animates the district by programming activities, managing public spaces and enriching the 
available cultural offerings. With North America’s largest concentration of dedicated cultural spaces, 
the Quartier plays essential roles in commerce, the economy and tourism to the benefi t of the 
downtown core and the entire city of Montréal. 

Obviously, those contributions have been greatly diminished in the last year. Indeed, we have 
been affected at the very core of our identity, as have our peers in cultural districts around the 
world, including London’s West End, the Red River Cultural District in Austin, Texas, or El Raval in 
Barcelona.

The Honourable François Legault, MNA 
Premier of Québec
Executive Council
Édifi ce Honoré-Mercier
835 René-Lévesque Blvd. East, 3rd fl oor
Québec, Québec 
G1A 1B4
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Re: The performance venues of the Quartier des Spectacles, Montréal, need your urgent help 

The Honourable Nathalie Roy, MNA
Minister of Culture and Communications
Conseil exécutif
225 Grande Allée East
1st fl oor, block A
Québec, Québec 
G1R 5G5



Like them, we took a gut-punch that has had repercussions for the livelihood and identity of our 
respective cities. Our artists and cultural workers have been hit hard. Our 33 performance venues 
(of which seven are independent), which form the backbone of our ecosystem, have been stripped 
of their soul and substance. The public has been left with no choice but to stay away.

Some facts and figures

We know you want this situation to end as soon as possible because:

• In good and bad years alike, 28 % of all performing-arts tickets sold in Québec and 
54% in Greater Montréal are for shows in our venues. In 2018, those venues welcomed 
1,724,555 spectators and collected $ 79.19 million in box-office receipts. 
*Observatoire de la culture et des communications du Québec

• Several thousand jobs created through the Partnership’s activities are tied to the success of 
our venues.

• From September to December 2017, total spending by audience members in the venues 
and other businesses (stores, restaurants, hotels, etc.) in the Quartier des Spectacles was 
$ 64.5 million. 
*KPMG 2017

• Within the Quartier’s square kilometre, 12,000 residents, 45,000 workers and 
50,000 students (a city within a city) have been deprived of access to the performing arts, 
essential to their entertainment and wellbeing.

We have taken action together

For a year, thanks to your determination and action, we have worked together to find a lifeline, 
albeit with some difficulty. 

• We benefitted from two financial support initiatives implemented by your government:  
a program to compensate for lost ticket sales, and another to defray fixed costs. 

• We played a very active role in developing the procedural guide for the performing arts 
sector as required by the Commission des normes, de l’équité, de la santé et de la sécurité 
du travail (CNESST), and all of our venues are now equipped with a common set of 
procedures that will allow them to meet these requirements.

• While following the letter of the restrictions imposed upon us, we nevertheless managed to 
innovate in the areas of creation, exhibition and marketing (particularly in the digital realm), 
allowing us to maintain some connections with our audiences
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More action is still needed

Over the last year, we have been “good players.” We accepted the role you assigned us in managing the 
pandemic. We now believe it is time that our situation improve, beyond what has already been done.

Whereas:

• the Partnership’s venues committee wishes to follow the clear and useful directions it has 
implemented: supporting the diversity, dynamism and distinctiveness of the Quartier’s 
cultural offerings, improving accessibility to the venues, developing new audiences, and 
contributing to the development of the Charte montréalaise de la vie nocturne;

• the <reopening> of venues for activities comparable to ours (movie theatres, museums)  
has already begun;

• a Léger poll that we commissioned last November found that 71 % of regular Quartier 
visitors said they were ready to attend a live event as soon as restrictions are lifted;

• the economic vitality of downtown Montréal continues to rely on the tourism, culture and 
events sectors;

The performance venues of the Quartier des Spectacles now ask you:

• for permission to reopen with flexible configurations adapted to each venue’s specific 
situation;

• to ease the curfew by changing the start time to 9:30 p.m. instead of 8:00 p.m.;

• to launch a promotional campaign designed to rebuild audience members’ confidence  
in new, relaxed restrictions;

• to renew the programs compensating for lost ticket sales and defraying fixed costs, in a 
context of partial reopening subject to continuing limitations and social distancing.

The performance venues of the Quartier des Spectacles must resume their role as hubs for cultural 
creation, innovation, production and performance. They need to shine again locally, nationally and 
internationally. They need to get back to work driving commerce and tourism within the wider 
economy of Québec’s largest city. To that end, we ask that you act quickly, and prioritize us for the 
benefit of the Montréal, Québec and international communities.

In return, we pledge our full and creative cooperation in the implementation of these essential 
measures.

Yours sincerely,
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AND THE VENUES COMMITTEE 

• Leila Amiri, Foufounes Électriques

• Francine Bernier, Agora de la danse

• Isabelle Boisclair, Maison Théâtre

• Amélie Duceppe, Théâtre Jean-Duceppe

• Madeleine Careau, Orchestre symphonique de Montréal

• Jean-Claude Chabot, Théâtre St-Denis 

• Mark Louch, Théâtre Sainte-Catherine

• Julien Robitaille, Le Balcon

• Michel Sabourin, Club Soda

• Daniel Simoncic, Le Gesù

• Guy Vanasse, Centre Pierre-Péladeau, UQAM

• Sarah Lachance, Monument national – École nationale de théâtre du Canada

• Alexandre Auché, Société des arts technologiques

• Olivier Corbeil, Newspeak

• Jean R. Dupré, Orchestre Métropolitain

• Lorraine Pintal, Théâtre du Nouveau Monde

• Nick Farkas, L’Astral and MTelus

• Stéphane Labbé, Tangente Danse

Monique Simard
Chair
Quartier des Spectacles Partnership

Lorraine Pintal
Chair
Performance venues committee
Quartier des Spectacles Partnership
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