
THE LEADER // THE LEADER IS A GOOD 
STEWARD 

  
Hebrews 13:17 
Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your 
souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with 
grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 
 

THREE FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS ABOUT AUTHORITY 
 

1. All authority belongs to God. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
Romans 13:1-2 
Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist 
will bring judgment on themselves. 
 

GOD HAS DIVIDED HIS AUTHORITY TO MANKIND INTO THREE AREAS: 
A. Parental Authority 
 
Ephesians 6:1-4 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and 
mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with 
you and you may live long on the earth.”  4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your 
children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 
 
Ephesians 5:21 
…submitting to one another in the fear of God. v. 22 – wives  v. 25 – husbands  
 
B. Civil Authority 
 



Ephesians 6:5-9 
Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as 
men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart, 7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that 
whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he 
is a slave or free. 9 And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up 
threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no 
partiality with Him. 
 
C. Spiritual Authority 
 
Hebrews 13:17 
Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your 
souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with 
grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 
 
2. All authority is accountable to God. 
 
Hebrews 13:18 
…as those who must give account. 
 

THE THREE PURPOSES OF GODLY AUTHORITY: 
• To protect those under us – authority is “covering.” 
• To promote their well-being – authority nurtures. 
• To promote the greater well-being of the family, church, or entity and the 
Kingdom of God. 
  

THE THREE SINS OF UNGODLY AUTHORITY: 
• To harm those under me through word, deed, or neglect. 
• To use those under me for my own gain without regard for their well-being. 
• To use my position to promote myself and build my personal kingdom without 
promoting the well-being of the entity I serve and the Kingdom of God. 
 
Malachi 3:5 
And I will come near you for judgment; I will be a swift witness against sorcerers, 
against adulterers, against perjurers, against those who exploit wage earners 
and widows and orphans, and against those who turn away an alien— because 
they do not fear Me, says the Lord of hosts. 
 



 
3. God’s reward for righteous authority is more authority – now and in 
the age to come. 
 
Luke 19:12-27 
Therefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom and to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants, delivered to 
them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.’ 14 But his citizens 
hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to 
reign over us.’ 15 “And so it was that when he returned, having received the 
kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, 
to be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by 
trading. 16 Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ 
17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a 
very little, have authority over ten cities.’ 18 And the second came, saying, 
‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’ 19 Likewise he said to him, ‘You also 
be over five cities.’ 20 “Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, 
which I have kept put away in a handkerchief. 21 For I feared you, because you 
are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did 
not sow.’ 22 And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you 
wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not 
deposit and reaping what I did not sow. 23 Why then did you not put my money in 
the bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’ 24 “And he 
said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has 
ten minas.’ 25 (But they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26 ‘For I say to 
you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, 
even what he has will be taken away from him. 27 But bring here those enemies 
of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.’ ” 
 
THE ENTIRE STORY IS ABOUT AUTHORITY 
Luke 19:13-14 
So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, 
‘Do business till I come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after 
him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’ 
 
THE REWARD FOR THOSE WHO SUBMITTED TO HIM AND USED HIS 
DELEGATED AUTHORITY RIGHTEOUSLY WAS EXPANDED AUTHORITY 
 
 



Luke 19:16-17 
Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ 17 And he 
said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, 
have authority over ten cities.’ 
 
THE PENALTY FOR REBELLION WAS THE REMOVAL OF AUTHORITY AND 
TRANSFERENCE TO THE RIGHTEOUS 
Luke 19:24b-27 
‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’ 25 (But they said 
to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26 ‘For I say to you, that to everyone who has 
will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken 
away from him. 27 But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to 
reign over them, and slay them before me.’ ” 
 
Revelation 5:9-10 
And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to 
open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings 
and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 
 
Revelation 20:4-6 
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. 
Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus 
and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had 
not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live 
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the 
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with Him a thousand years. 
 
 


