
PRICELESS PROMISES 

PART 2: THE BLESSING OF OBEDIENCE 

 

Genesis 4:1-5 

Now Adam had sexual relations with his wife, Eve, and she became pregnant. When she 

gave birth to Cain, she said, “With the Lord’s help, I have produced a man!” Later she 

gave birth to his brother and named him Abel. When they grew up, Abel became a 

shepherd, while Cain cultivated the ground. When it was time for the harvest, Cain 

presented some of his crops as a gift to the Lord. Abel also brought a gift—the best 

portions of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, but he 

did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked dejected. 

 

1. TWO KINDS OF GIFTS: ACCEPTABLE AND UNACCEPTABLE 

 

Genesis 4:6-7 

“Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? You will 

be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! 

Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its 

master.” 

 

Matthew 6:24 

“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be 

devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to 

money.” 

 

2. OUR GIVING INDICATES WHOM WE WORSHIP 

 

Malachi 3:6-8 

“I am the Lord, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob are not 

already destroyed. Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees 

and failed to obey them.  Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of 

Heaven’s Armies. “But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’ 



“Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! “But you ask, ‘What do you 

mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings 

due to me.” 

 

3. THE TITHE (10%) BELONGS TO GOD! 

 

Matthew 23:23 

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For 

you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore 

the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, 

but do not neglect the more important things.” 

 

Malachi 3:9-10 

You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. Bring all the tithes 

into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord 

of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing 

so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!” 

 

4. GOD CHALLENGES US TO TEST HIS GOODNESS 

 

Malachi 3:11-12 

Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes 

will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “Then 

all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the Lord of 

Heaven’s Armies. 

 

5. TITHING BRINGS OUR PROVISION UNDER GOD’S 

PROTECTION 

 

 


