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INTRODUCTION
“What an inspiring story!” It’s something I hear a lot,
and not because of my rise to the top of the hip-hop
charts.
Just kidding. That didn’t happen.
I’m talking about the way readers respond to a blog
post I wrote 7 months ago, How Tech Saved My
Multi-Passionate Career.
In that post, I spilled on what it felt like to see my
creative passions bringing in little to no money while I
floundered in a pool of indecision. I had heard about
how profitable tech could be, but I was worried about
adding yet ANOTHER shiny object to my basket. I was
already juggling writing, cooking, and music – why
would I add something else to the mix?
But I found a way out. After taking my very first
Skillcrush class, I realized that tech wasn’t just another
side project. Digital skills supercharged my passions
so that I could finally make money doing what I loved.
After a few short months of learning to code, I got
hired to write (write!) about tech at a company I was
ecstatic about (Skillcrush!).
And while I was learning to code, I got paid to build
freelance websites, so it didn’t cost me a penny.
And here’s the secret. I’m no outlier. My success story
can be YOUR success story. All you have to do is follow
this formula:
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Take your passion, add tech skills, and get the career
you’ve only dreamed of.
But if you’re like me, being broke isn’t even your only
concern. Last year, I had no idea which of my passions
I wanted to focus on. I was so worried that if I never
decided to focus on one thing, I’d be stagnant forever.
And I was beating myself up about my indecision.
And that’s where the double-whammy comes in. Tech
didn’t just give me a way to make money off of
what I loved – it also gave me focus. Once I had the
power to put a few of my dreams into action, it was so
much easier to decide WHICH of my passions would
get center stage.
If you’re in the place I was, the formula sounds too
good to be true. If you’re like I was, you’re completely
overcome with negative thoughts and worries.
DO YOU FEEL LIKE:
•
•
•
•
•
•

You can’t find a way to make money doing what you
love?
You feel like you’re juggling too many ambitions,
and you need FOCUS?
You’re stuck in an uninspiring job
You take work you dislike just to pay the bills
You daydream about a more fulfilling career
Your skills aren’t valued on the job market
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OR MAYBE YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF CAREER YOU
WANT, BUT:
•
•
•
•

You live in a place that makes that geographically
impossible
You don’t know where to start
You can’t afford to go back to school
You feel isolated from any kind of learning or
networking community

If ANY of these situations apply to you, tech can help
you. Digital skills are the missing ingredient that will
make your career really flourish.
And you might be thinking, “Tech? Tech isn’t for me. I’m
not a computer person – I’m a creative thinker!”
Well I didn’t think I was a computer person either.
HERE’S WHAT I DIDN’T KNOW: CREATIVE THINKERS
ARE AMAZING AT TECHNOLOGY, BECAUSE:
•
•
•
•

Creative people are great at coming up with new
ideas.
Creative people know how to solve problems in ways
no one considered
Creative people aren’t afraid to try something
completely new
Creative people are pros at imagining the end goal
before a project exists

Even if you never thought of yourself as a “tech person,”
you can do this. You can be a computer person. You just
need to get the skills.
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In this guide, I’ll walk you through EXACTLY how to add
tech to your bag of tricks to get a career you REALLY
want.
YOU’LL FIND OUT:
•
•
•
•

How to pin-point your unique skills and qualities.
How to use your background to your advantage,
even if it’s not tech-related.
How to create a career you love, even if you aren’t
sure what you’re passionate about.
How to snag a tech career without giving up what
you love.

AND YOU’LL GET:
•
•

•

A step-by-step worksheet for discovering a starting
point that works for you.
A tried and true formula for combining your skillset,
your passion, and your new tech skills to create a
career and life you love.
Real-life examples of people who have done it.

You don’t have to settle for a life of working in jobs that
leave you tired, bored, and filled with wasted energy
and passion. Take it from someone who used to
believe there was no way to find meaningful work that
still paid the bills.
It’s totally possible.
If you learn digital skills, you will be more hireable, and
you’ll also be more independent. And all those ideas
you’ve got bouncing around in your head? With tech
skills, YOU can make them a reality.
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HOW tech CAN TURN YOUR
PASSION INTO PROFIT
WHAT WORKING IN TECH ISN’T:
Forget the myths and misconceptions! It’s easy to go
all stereotypical and picture a lonely soul spending
day after day staring at a flickering screen in a drab
corner. But tech today is anything but typical so give
it a second or third look. You WON’T regret it!
•
•
•
•
•

Being stuck in a cubicle all day.
Working all alone - No human contact for you,
my faithful drone!
Just working with facts and figures
Resigning yourself to being just “a cog in the
wheel”
Abandoning your non-tech interests and skills

WHAT TECH IS:
•

•

•
•
•

Working in a cool office (How about breaks on
bean bag chairs, daily shoulder massages, and
all the fresh fruit you can eat?!) or even remotely
from your own home or favorite coffee shop
Collaborating in an agile development team,
doing pair programming, or serving your own
clients directly
Exercising your creativity and inventiveness to
come up with unique and effective solutions
Working in teams, startups, or small to mid-sized
companies - or for yourself as a freelancer
Taking advantage of your passions and talents
both in your work and your side projects

The Ultimate Guide to Turning Your Passion into Profit

6

TURNING
YOUR PASSION
INTO PROFIT

YOU ALSO DON’T HAVE TO KNOW WHAT
YOU’RE PASSIONATE ABOUT TO GET
STARTED!
There’s almost an endless list of things you can do
with tech skills. So, instead of feeling overwhelmed
by the options, think of it as your ticket to freedom!
Because, no matter what you eventually realize
you’re passionate about, you’ll be able to combine it
with tech to “take it to the next level”.
And there’s a good chance that you can’t even guess
now what you’ll end up being truly excited by until
you know about it and try it out for yourself.
In other words, stop waiting for the perfect moment
to start - because that moment is NOW!
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AND YOU DON’T NEED ANYTHING
SPECIAL TO GET STARTED!
One of the best - and easiest! - things about tech is
that it doesn’t require any major investments or life
changes to get started.
ALL YOU NEED IS:
•
•

Access to a computer with an Internet connection
Some enthusiasm mixed with a healthy dose of
curiosity

That means say goodbye to needing a degree or 20
years experience or even a top-of-the-line 27 inch
retina display.
And leave behind your worries about not having
your entire plan mapped out in advance. Pick a
basic skill to start with (like HTML and CSS) and
build from there. With that alone, you’ll be able to
start actually creating something that you can get
paid for plus find a wealth of new areas that you
can dive into next.
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HERE’S THE FORMULA:

take
YOUR
PASSION

YOUR
EXPERTISE

DIGITAL
SKILLS

YOUR dream CAREER
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EXAMPLES OF PEOPLE
WHO’VE done THIS
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KELLI
CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER AND CONTENT
CREATOR AT SKILLCRUSH
Kelli fell in love with programming when she was still
in elementary school but, always the adventurer,
ended up with an international MBA and foreign
language skills, which she used to move abroad to
work in customer service and eventually become
an successful entrepreneur in the business-tobusiness sector. Wanting to return to her childhood
interests, she recently updated her tech skills and then
combined them with her business acumen and years
of experience working directly with clients to become
the customer service manager for a tech startup
(Skillcrush!). Kelli also gets to use her linguistic talents
to create content for Skillcrush, and she manages the
websites and digital newsletters for several volunteer
groups she’s involved in.
Experience/history: B.A. in business, B.A. in Russian,
international M.B.A., moved abroad after grad school,
worked in customer service, ran customer service in
a logistics company she partially owned, ran her own
business English and translation company.
SKILLS + QUALITIES:
•
•
•
•

Detailed-oriented, organized
Problem solver and logical thinker
Diplomatic, positive, customer-focused
Writing and proofreading skills
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PASSIONS + INTERESTS:
•
•
•

Learning (Read: life-long student!)
Anything and everything related to tech!
Country line dancing (especiallly Catalan-style)

TECH SKILLS LEARNED:
•
•
•

HTML + CSS
JavaScript + jQuery
WordPress content management

FAVORITE PROJECTS / WORK:
•
•

My first web app - “Hot or Cold” JavaScript guessing
game
Helping Skillcrushers via hello@skillcrush.com and
with content on the Skillcrush blog

FUTURE DREAMS:
•
•

•
•
•

Keep helping Skillcrushers get the most out of their
learning experience!
Create more content of all kinds to help spread the
word about Skillcrush and the importance of tech
skills
Improve own site and volunteer organizations’ sites
and digital newsletters
Dive deeper into JavaScript and jQuery - just for fun!
Become a great country line dance teacher and a
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RANDLE
DIRECTOR OF CONTENT AT SKILLCRUSH
Randle combined her passion for writing with some
powerful digital skills to get hired as a content director for
a tech startup (Skillcrush!). And she has the skills to develop
her personal project, the meal planning service Week of
Plenty. Tech skills took her dreams of writing and helping
people eat healthy meals and turned them into reality.
EXPERIENCE/HISTORY:
I studied English in college, sang jazz, traveled the world,
worked as a chef, ran a food blog, got an MA in English,
organized arts events, and taught writing. I’m tired just
talking about it.
SKILLS + QUALITIES:
•
•

Adaptable, Thorough, Organized
Great at generating content/ideas

PASSIONS + INTERESTS:
•
•
•

Writing/blogging
Cooking (eating)
Singing, Photography, Design

TECH SKILLS LEARNED:
•
•
•
•
•

UX + Photoshop
HTML + CSS
JavaScript + jQuery
WordPress theme design + customization
Git + GitHub
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FAVORITE PROJECTS:
•
•

My first portfolio site. I’ve got a sweet spot for it.
The content on The Skillcrush Blog

FUTURE DREAMS:
•
•
•

Design a recipe app for my blog/business, Week of
Plenty
Keep getting better at content marketing and
copywriting!
Write for television
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HANNA-MARI
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER
AND ASSISTANT FRONT-END DEVELOPER AT
A FINTECH STARTUP
Hanna-Mari majored in special education but, after
graduation, decided that pursuing a career in that field
just wasn’t what she was dreaming of. She ended up
getting a job as the community engagement manager
for a financial tech startup and soon realized that if
she was going to make it in the startup scene, she
needed to learn some hard technical skills. She started
looking into options, stumbled onto Skillcrush, and soon
realized that she had a 180-degree career change ahead
of her. She was blown away by the variety of different
choices the tech industry has to offer and just couldn’t
let them pass her by.
EXPERIENCE/HISTORY:
Time abroad as exchange student, degree in special
education, started in community engagement for a tech
startup, learned web development and has currently
moved on to learning mobile development, Java and
Ruby
SKILLS/QUALITIES:
•
•
•
•
•

Attending tech meetups and seminars
Music
Scuba diving
Kayaking
Training her Australian Cattle dog
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PASSIONS/LOVES:
•
•
•
•

Women’s tech groups
Music
Scuba diving
Training and showing shepherd dog

TECH SKILLS LEARNED:
•
•
•
•

UX, web design, Photoshop, Illustrator
HTML + CSS
JavaScript + jQuery
WordPress + PHP

FAVORITE PROJECTS:
•
•

•
•

“Side hustle” building sites for local and international
clients
Participating in 48-hour hackathons as a front-end
developer. She took part in her first hackathon after
studying tech for just 3 months! Even though her
team didn’t win, it got quite a bit of media coverage
(including on live national tv!). The experience has
kept her going back whenever possible.
Joining local women’s tech scene
Learning how to invest and building her portfolio - she
finds the empowerment extremely exciting

FUTURE DREAMS:
•
•
•
•

Keep learning Java, Ruby and mobile development
Learn about product development from start to finish
Work abroad
Support a great social or environmental cause with
her skills and knowledge
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ALYSSA
INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGNER FOR A
SCHOOL DISTRICT
The first time I saw a student’s face light up when she
finally got it, I knew I was passionate about giving my
math students those “aha” moments. But even though l
loved math and teaching it to others, I found I was very
unhappy despite all of that because I was unable to
devote any time to life outside of the classroom. I was
seeking a greater work-life balance. I got to a place of
all work and no life.
I wanted a way to bring the energy.
EXPERIENCE/HISTORY:
2 degrees in education, experience in middle school
math and science education teaching 3 years of 6th
grade math and 1 year of 8th grade math.
SKILLS/QUALITIES:
•
•
•

Project management
Backwards planning
First-hand experience in learner engagement and
learning theory

PASSIONS/LOVES:
I am truly passionate about teaching math – I often
dream about teaching a community college math
course later in life, when I am able to work just for fun.
Design of all kinds! Interior design, home design,
lifestyle design, course design – I’m all in.
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TECH SKILLS LEARNED:
•
•
•

Articulate Storyline (an eLearning software)
Photoshop
HTML

CURRENT ROLE:
Instructional Designer for a school district. I build
online courses for teacher professional development.
The most exciting and creative aspect of my role
is designing eLearning solutions using Articulate
Storyline. This software allows for so much versatility
in animation and interactions. The overarching goal
of each of my projects is to take inherently “boring”
content and bring it to life in a way that makes learning
really stick.
FUTURE DREAMS:
After gaining 5 years of experience in the field of
instructional design, I plan to pursue a CPLP (Certified
Professional in Learning Performance) certification
(much like the CPA certification for accountants). Until
then, I am building my knowledge base in any way I can
by enrolling in various online courses and certificate
programs that pertain to my work. I would eventually
like to take my career outside of the traditional office
setting, as I can do my work from just about anywhere!
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AND THERE ARE SO
MANY more EXAMPLES
If you’re not convinced that your particular passion
will work with tech, just look at Rashida Balogun.
She combined tech with...wait for it...beauty salon
experience to build a career branding and designing
websites for beauty professionals...wut?? That’s
awesome!
Still not convinced? Stacey Baldini combined her
passion for graphic design with web design skills
like HTML and CSS to become an in-demand digital
designer, and Laurence Bradford found a way to use
code to fund her passion for Asian travel.
			

Rashida Balogun

Stacey Baldini

Laurence Bradford
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WHAT YOU NEED
TO DO TO
GET started NOW
If you are looking all of these amazing people who have used
code to make money off of their passions, and thinking,
“That’s great! But it seems pretty overwhelming,” it’s totally
understandable.
Ask any of these multi-passionate people, and most of them
will tell you that they didn’t start with a grand plan. Instead,
they took things one step at a time, and before they knew it,
they had “aha” moments. You don’t have to know exactly your
final destination. You just have to take the first step on your
journey. When you’re least expecting the idea of the PERFECT
career choice for you will pop up in your head.
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1

JOIN A COMMUNITY
No matter what your multi-passionate career ends
up looking like, one thing is certain: you NEED a
support group. Going to the gym is easier with
friends, finishing a book is easier when there’s a
due date, and learning to code is a thousand times
simpler (and way more fun) in a structured learning
system with a community of fellow coders.
WHEN YOU JOIN A CODING COMMUNITY,
YOU GET:
•
•
•
•
•

The motivation you need to get started
Guidance on exactly what to learn first
Feedback on what kinds of tech skills are right
for YOU
Inspired by your fellow learners
A detailed, step-by-step schedule that keeps you
on track
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2

TAKE A SKILLCRUSH
BLUEPRINT
And if you don’t have access to a local coding community
(or you can’t commit to a full-time, in-person bootcamp), a
Skillcrush Blueprint could be your solution.
IN A SKILLCRUSH BLUEPRINT, YOU’LL GET:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Practical training that fits your schedule
A community of fellow students
Expert support and mentorship from super-friendly
instructors
LIVE video office hours
Master classes with industry experts
TONS of downloads, code samples, and cheat
sheets
A professional-looking portfolio

If you’re a complete beginner when it comes to coding,
the Skillcrush Web Design Blueprint or Web Developer
Blueprint will be perfect for you.
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WEB DESIGNER
BLUEPRINT
Are you infatuated with the idea of being a digital
designer but you don’t have the tech chops? Or maybe
you love the idea of being an online educator or
customer service rep but the idea of using HTML + CSS
on the daily sounds a little foreign. Our Skillcrush Web
Designer Blueprint has your name all over it.
ICONS I USED FOR PLACEHOLDERS

SOME HEADLINE

YOU’LL LEARN:
SOME HEADLINE

#3b3b3b
R: 59
G: 59
B: 59

#2b2b2b
R: 42
G: 42
B: 42

ICONS I USED FOR PLACEHOLDERS

SOME HEADLINE

To Design & Code Your Very Own Website
#3b3b3b
R: 59
G: 59
B: 59

#2b2b2b
R: 42
G: 42
B: 42

ICONS I USED FOR PLACEHOLDERS

SOME HEADLINE

SOME HEADLINE
#3b3b3b
R: 59
G: 59
B: 59

#2b2b2b
R: 42
G: 42
B: 42

Photoshop for Web Design
SOME HEADLINE

To Design for Your Users

What Are You
Waiting For?
Invest In Yourself,
Invest In Your Future.

SIGN UP NOW

The Web Designer Blueprint is a three-month long online
course that includes everything you need to get started in
web design: structured lessons, useful exercises, master
classes with industry experts, killer cheatsheets and
sample files and instructors there to help guide you every
step of the way! Find out more at skillcrush.com/blueprint/
web-designer!

Your Blueprint is structured around three core classes:

UX AND WEB
DESIGN

HTML AND CSS

WEB DESIGNER
APPRENTICESHIP
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WHAT ARE
YOU REALLY
PASSIONATE
ABOUT?

YOUR
WORK HISTORY

START HERE

ILLUSTRATOR
+
RECENT
GRADUATE

LETTERING AND
TYPOGRAPHY
WORKING WITH LOCAL
BUSINESSES

SKILLS
PICKED UP
MOCK-UPS
GREAT EYE FOR COLOR
PHOTOGRAPHY

CHOOSE
YOUR OWN
ADVENTURE!

LEARN TECH SKILLS
TAKE THE WORDPRESS DEVELOPER
BLUEPRINT
UX DESIGN + PHOTOSHOP
HTML + CSS

FINISH

JAVASCRIPT + JQUERY

OPTION

1

WORK AS A
FREELANCE
CONSULTANT ON
WEB DESIGN/
RE-DESIGN FOR
ENTREPRENEURS
AND ORGANIZATIONS IN THE
AREA

OPTION

2

PARTNER WITH
LOCAL WEB
DEVELOPERS TO
DO THE DESIGN
WORK FOR
SITES AND APPS
THEY’RE CODING

OPTION

3

CREATE AND SELL
HAND-LETTERED
FONTS AND STOCK
PHOTOGRAPHY FOR
WEBSITES AND APPS
AS A SIDE BUSINESS
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WEB DEVELOPER
BLUEPRINT
Product design sounds like a pretty cool gig, huh?
Getting paid to invent cool products all the livelong
day? Yes, please! If you are stoked to start creating
but you’re lacking some of the necessaries – like
knowledge of a programming language like Ruby or
JavaScript – Skillcrush is here to guide you. Check
out the Skillcrush Web Developer Blueprint and get
tinkering.
ICONS I USED FOR PLACEHOLDERS

SOME HEADLINE

YOU’LL LEARN:

#3b3b3b
R: 59
G: 59
B: 59

#2b2b2b
R: 42
G: 42
B: 42

ICONS I USED FOR PLACEHOLDERS

SOME HEADLINE

SOME HEADLINE

To Build Websites from Scratch
#3b3b3b
R: 59
G: 59
B: 59

SOME HEADLINE

#2b2b2b
R: 42
G: 42
B: 42

ICONS I USED FOR PLACEHOLDERS

SOME HEADLINE

To Translate Designs into Code
#3b3b3b
R: 59
G: 59
B: 59

#2b2b2b
R: 42
G: 42
B: 42

SOME HEADLINE

To Launch Your Very Own App

What Are You
Waiting For?
Invest In Yourself,
Invest In Your Future.

SIGN UP NOW

The Web Developer Blueprint is a 3-month long Blueprint
that includes everything you could possibly need to get
started the right way: structured lessons, useful exercises,
master classes with experts, killer cheatsheets and
instructors there at every step along the way! Find out
more at skillcrush.com/blueprint/web-developer!

Your Blueprint is structured around three core classes:

HTML AND CSS

JAVASCRIPT,
JQUERY AND APIS

RUBY, GIT AND
SINATRA
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Rose
WHAT ARE
YOU REALLY
PASSIONATE
ABOUT?

YOUR
WORK HISTORY

START HERE

LIBRARIAN
+
MOM

LITERACY IN THE US
DRAWING

SKILLS
PICKED UP
MULTI-TASKING
ORGANIZING
INFORMATION
HELPING OTHERS

CHOOSE
YOUR OWN
ADVENTURE!

LEARN TECH SKILLS
TAKE THE WEB DEVELOPER
BLUEPRINT
LEARN HTML + CSS
FINISH

JAVASCRIPT + JQUERY AND RUBY
GIT + GITHUB AND SINATRA

OPTION

1

CREATE AND
ILLUSTRATE AN
INTERACTIVE APP
TO TEACH PEOPLE
TO READ ON THE
GO.

OPTION

2

START A
FREELANCE BUSINESS DESIGNING
PORTFOLIO SITES
FOR AUTHORS.

OPTION

3

LAUNCH A BOOK
TRADE NON-PROFIT
TO CONNECT KIDS IN
LOW-LITERACY
ENVIRONMENTS
WITH BOOKS
AND READERS IN
HIGH-LITERACY
ENVIRONMENTS.
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EARN WHILE YOU LEARN
□□ BUILD YOUR ONLINE PRESENCE.
As a tech freelancer, your own website with a portfolio
featuring your work is a MUST! But don’t forget about
showing off your web design work on Dribbble or
Behance. The more you can show clients what you can
do, the more chances you will have to make money!
□□ SHARE IT.
And don’t forget the power of social media. Besides
looking for gigs on services like Twitter and LinkedIn,
be sure that you mention in your profile that you’re
a freelancer looking for work. And take advantage of
these free ways to advertise by setting up a Facebook
page, Pinterest board, etc. for your work and joining
LinkedIn and Google+ groups relevant to your skills.
□□ SHOUT ABOUT IT.
Text, audio, and video are the mediums of the web so
make sure your message is in those mediums. That
means writing about what you do on your own blog
(and maybe also on publishing platforms like Medium)
or maybe doing audio or video podcasting too. This
is also a great chance to make yourself known as an
active member of the tech community and even an
expert in your field.
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□□ LEVERAGE YOUR OTHER SKILLS BY APPLYING
THEM TO TECH
•
•
•

•

If you’re in marketing, you can offer consulting for
online campaigns and sales.
If you’re a writer, you can offer proofreading or
copywriting services for websites.
If you’re a graphic designer, you can offer
illustrations, icon sets or logos for social media or
websites.
If you’re a photographer or videographer, you can
offer image or video editing services for social
media or websites.
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START SMALL
Just because you’re starting out doesn’t mean you
can’t make the most of every skill you’re learning. Take
advantage of what you know - even if it’s just to earn
something on the side and get some experience. Every
little bit of both helps, right?
YOU CAN START WITH:
●

SIDE PROJECTS
You don’t even have to give up your regular
job or all of your free time with a side project.
These can be as small as coming up with a new
color palette for a friend’s blog or putting in a
few lines of jQuery to fancy up a small business
website.

●

PART-TIME
If you’re ready to take on more, consider
splitting your time between what you’re
already doing and what you’re learning to do.
This will let you focus on bigger projects - like
redesigning a site or planning a Ruby web app.
But you’ll still have another income as back-up
for now.
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●

FREELANCING
Ready to strike out on your own? Armed with
a foundation of tech skills and resources like
the tips and guides you’ll find on the Skillcrush
blog, you’ll be ready for a freelancing career.
The beauty of this option is that you’re the
boss. That means you’ll choose the projects,
customers, hours, tools, etc. Of course that’s a
lot of responsibility, but I know you can do it!

●

AND WHEN YOU’RE READY FOR FULL-TIME,
YOU’LL KNOW...
And here’s some great options to look for that
tech dream job of yours.
• Smashing Jobs
• Authentic Jobs
• Dice
• Guru
• Tech meetups, hackathons, conferences
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START BEFORE
YOU’RE READY,
BUT ALWAYS DO
YOUR best WORK
"The work you do while you procrastinate is probably
the work you should be doing for the rest of your
life." - Jessica Hische
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THANKS FOR
JOINING US.
Feel free to email us with
any questions at
hello@skillcrush.com.
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