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As prepared for delivery. 

Nobuteru Ishihara, Secretary-General, Liberal Democratic Party: 

Ladies and Gentlemen, when the new day dawned on the 11th of March, 2011, it 
seemed like the beginning of just another day in Japan. In the northeastern, or Tohoku 
region of the country, the weather was fine, and people began their day as they always 
did in their homes, schools and businesses. But at 2:46 that afternoon, everything 
changed. Although the most recent estimates had said that there was an almost zero 
chance of a major earthquake hitting this region within the next 30 years, at 2:46 p.m. 
the Tohoku area was hit by an enormous, magnitude 9.0 earthquake. There was 
tremendous, violent shaking, and then a massive, 45-foot tsunami came and washed 
everything away.  
 
Yet it was at this very same time, during the darkest hour Japan had experienced in its 
post-war history, that we also saw the shining light of hope. We saw this light in the 
resilience of the Tohoku people as they struggled to survive in the aftermath of the 
disaster. We saw it in the sympathy, solidarity, and support for the disaster victims 
expressed by people from around the world. Unsurprisingly, one of the brightest lights 
of all was the quick, comprehensive, and practical assistance Japan received from its 
most important friend and ally, the United States.  
This assistance was exemplified by the cooperation between Japan’s SDF and the U.S. 
military, which sent more than twenty thousand service people to the devastated area 
as part of Operation Tomodachi. This was a powerful demonstration of the enduring 
strength and closeness of our relationship.  
 
As you know, Japan experienced an historic change of government in 2009. It is an 
unfortunate fact, however, that since then the country has seen three different Prime 
Ministers during the period of the Obama administration. Given that the establishment 
of strong working relations between Japanese ministers and their American 
counterparts requires a certain amount of time, the regularly-changing faces on the 
Japanese side, regardless of who is in power, cannot help but have a slowing effect on 
the forward momentum of our bilateral relationship.  
 
However, as demonstrated by the success of Operation Tomodachi, this less-than-ideal 
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state of political affairs has not changed the fundamental nature or policy direction of 
our overall relations. In fact, the Japan-U.S. relationship, which I would like to assure 
everyone here enjoys strong bipartisan support in my country, has strengthened even 
further over recent years, as a result of both inherent factors and external 
developments.  
 
Cemented just over sixty years ago with the signing of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty, 
it is not only indispensable to Japan’s own security but has also provided the 
fundamental conditions necessary for the extraordinary growth and development of 
the Asian region. The role the alliance performs is one that many Asian nations are 
eager to see continue. 
 

Asia-Pacific Security and China 

Even within the last decade, the geopolitical situation in the Asia-Pacific has changed 
dramatically. 
 
The most significant change is the increasingly assertive, one might even say 
aggressive, stance of China which, on the strength of more than a decade of rapid 
economic growth, finally overtook Japan in the third quarter of 2010 to become the 
world’s second-largest economy.  
 
Emboldened by its new economic weight and growing military might, China’s 
proclamations of its “peaceful rise” appear more and more at odds with the emerging 
reality. In place of the ‘charm offensive’ of recent years and contrary to former leader 
Deng Xiaoping’s lesson for the country to bide its time and keep a low profile, China 
is becoming increasingly forceful in seeking to re-establish itself to what it sees as its 
rightful place—as a leading, if not the leading, global power.  
 
The China of today seems a world away from the country that quietly provided 
support for the U.S. war on terrorism and refrained from criticizing Japan’s dispatch 
of the SDF to Iraq in 2004. In its place is a nation that has no hesitation in criticizing 
others over things it itself does and is hyper-sensitive to criticism even from its own 
people, let alone outsiders. 
 
Ten years ago, the military balance in East Asia favored Japan, with its modern, 
technologically-advanced Self Defense Forces. This situation has changed. Although 
we cannot ascertain the exact figures, Chinese military spending has for years been 
growing very rapidly. It is now China that dominates the East and South China Seas. 
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China now boasts a fully-operational, newly-refitted former Ukrainian aircraft carrier, 
with plans to build more carriers using domestically-developed technology in the near 
future. It has also allegedly developed an anti-ship ballistic missile that has the 
potential to blunt the effectiveness of aircraft carriers as deterrents. The goal of the 
missile is to allow China to achieve access denial capability against the U.S. fleet in 
the Pacific.  
 
This is all part of China’s ambition to attain complete maritime supremacy in the 
waters off of its coast, initially up to what it calls the “First Island Chain”, which runs 
from Kyushu in Japan, down through Okinawa and Taiwan to the Philippines. This is 
an area that encompasses almost the entire South and East China Seas; these waters 
also contain disputed islands that were designated to be Chinese territory under a 1992 
Chinese domestic law. After securing the seas up to the First Island Chain, China 
wishes to expand its maritime supremacy to what it calls the “Second Island Chain.”  
 
Although China’s traditional priority was to be able to attack Taiwan from the east, the 
objective now seems to have been enlarged to include the securing of maritime 
interests—specifically, a large number of islands and other geographical features 
contested by other countries in the region—and subsequently, to secure various natural 
resources including oil, natural gas, minerals and fishing grounds.  
 
To this end, China has become increasingly belligerent in its claim-asserting activities. 
In November of last year, a Chinese fishing vessel deliberately rammed Japanese 
coastguard vessels in waters around Japan’s Senkaku Islands, which have been 
arbitrarily claimed by China. This year, Chinese vessels involved in fishing and 
natural resource exploration activities have repeatedly clashed with vessels from 
Vietnam and the Philippines, including in waters well within the EEZs of these two 
nations.  
 
China rejected out of hand U.S. Secretary of State Clinton’s statement at the ASEAN 
Regional Forum last year that “The United States has a national interest in freedom of 
navigation, open access to Asia’s maritime commons and respect for international law 
in the South China Sea.”  
 
East Asian countries concerned about the increasing aggressiveness of the Chinese 
which, in the words of Secretary Clinton, risks getting “out of control”, are 
increasingly expressing their desire for a stronger U.S. presence in the region, because 
they see the United States as being an ‘honest broker.’ They recognize the value of the 
United States’ contribution to the freedom of navigation in international waters, a 
freedom that is vital to trade and economic development.  
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As a major Asian trading nation, and as a long-time ally of the United States, Japan 
has a direct stake in this issue, and by working with your country, we can make 
important contributions to ensure that this region remains open and safe.  
 
Japan itself is seen by countries in the region as a ‘complementary power’ that 
provides technology, FDI, and aid, as well as a market for Southeast Asian products. 
Perceptions of Japan are shifting away from that of a former conqueror, to that of an 
important member of a newly-evolving regional security network—of which the 
United States is the linchpin. Japan is seen as being both able and willing to answer 
the challenge presented by a China that is increasing its military and political powers. 
 
I find it very interesting that today, China’s posture and attitude have brought to the 
fore once more the original, conventional role of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty—that 
of preserving the peace and security of the Far East. China’s actions have underlined 
the significance and importance of the alliance in deterring and deflecting those 
powers that would seek to redraw by force, various geographic boundaries in East and 
Southeast Asia. 
 

Futenma 

Given the enduring importance of the Japan-US alliance both to the region and the 
wider global community, it is imperative on us that we make the best efforts possible 
to ensure that relations remain smooth. I believe the key to this is to stay focused on 
the ‘big picture’ and keep things in perspective.  
 
The relocation of the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma is an issue that is illustrative 
of such an imperative. It is important for the base to be moved from its current 
location, so that residents near the current base will no longer have to endure 
prolonged periods of excessive noise and the risk of accidents.  
 
Okinawan residents bear a disproportionate burden in hosting US bases. In terms of 
land area, Okinawa is home to 75% of the U.S. bases in Japan. This is why in 1996, 
with the strong support of then U.S. Secretary of State Perry, our two governments 
agreed on the relocation of Futenma Air Station. President Clinton reaffirmed the 
spirit of this agreement in the year 2000, when he promised Okinawan residents that 
the United States would reduce its footprint in the prefecture. 
 
Despite these initiatives, however, the issue has continued to damage bilateral 
relations. Prime Minister Hatoyama’s flip-flopping on Futenma eventually resulted in 



 

5 
 

his resigning in 2010. Currently, strong opposition at the local level threatens to undo 
our past efforts to relocate Futenma Air Station to Henoko in Nago City. 
 
For me, however, this is not the main issue. The most critical factor, in my view, is the 
continuation of the alliance. Even an issue as emotional as the Futenma Air Station 
should not be allowed to affect the wider relationship which is essentially sound and 
in good shape. The Japan-US relationship is too important to each of us, and to the 
region, to permit it to be undermined by this matter. Instead of being restricted by 
history or domestic politics, we need to work together to find a creative, realistic and 
achievable way through this issue. One asset we have in this regard is the public 
support in Japan for having the U.S. bases in our country, which, according to an 
August poll, has now risen to 57%, with only 34% against. 
 

TPP 

One of the key issues at the APEC Leaders’ Summit held in Honolulu last month was 
the TPP, or the Trans-Pacific Partnership on free trade. President Obama stated that he 
wanted negotiating countries to sign a “next- generation” trade agreement by the end 
of 2012.  
 
As you may know, whether or not to join the TPP discussions has become a focus of 
intense domestic debate in Japan, involving all corners of society. As an exporting 
nation, Japan has long reaped significant benefits from liberalized trade, and is an 
active participant in a range of trade-focused regional and multilateral bodies. It is 
therefore only natural that Japan would seriously contemplate the potential benefits of 
joining the TPP. 
 
Negotiations, however, for this agreement will be complex, as any multi-party 
negotiation must be. Countries bring with them to the table different priorities, goals 
and sensitivities. A spirit of cooperation, flexibility and an eye on the “big picture” 
will be essential to bringing about a successful result. 
 
Although the government has judged that there will be an overall net benefit for Japan 
in participating in these TPP negotiations, as the government is also responsible for 
safeguarding the future of the country and the lives of its citizens, it must consult with 
those most likely to be impacted by the provisions of a TPP. It must also carefully 
consider how best to deal with the people’s legitimate concerns, within the broader 
context of commitments made under a TPP agreement.  
 
It is also important for Japan, a country that has a food security ratio of less than 40%, 
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to ensure that a TPP agreement is consistent with its efforts to revitalize Japanese 
agriculture. The Japanese government must do everything it can to make this happen. 
 

The Domestic Political Situation  

Finally, I would like to touch upon some of the problems we are facing in the political 
world in Japan. 
 
The administration led by Prime Minister Noda and the DPJ, or the Democratic Party 
of Japan, is now being weighed down by two enormous issues. One is the TPP, which 
I have mentioned earlier. The other is the question of whether or not to raise the 
consumption tax. Many believe that it will be extremely difficult for the current 
Cabinet to survive the ordinary session of the Diet scheduled for next year, if it 
continues to shoulder these twin burdens. Prime Minister Noda has stated that he 
intends to finalize a draft plan for a consumption tax increase by the end of the year, 
but in view of the controversy surrounding this issue, the drafting of such a plan is 
certain to continue into the new year.  
 
The opposition within his own party is so strong that no one can even predict when 
the DPJ will be able to resolve its internal differences and present a coherent and 
unified position on a tax increase. In fact, within the DPJ, a group supporting former 
Secretary General Ichiro Ozawa has begun collecting signatures of Diet members 
opposing a consumption tax increase. As of today, _____ persons have already signed 
this petition. 
 
If, however, Prime Minister Noda pushes through the opposition within his own party 
to create a draft proposal on this issue, and then presents a bill to the Diet by March, 
then undoubtedly, a tremendous storm will ensue in the Diet. 
 
The reason for this is that in the previous general election, the DPJ publicly assured 
voters that it would be possible to implement a wide variety of policies, without, 
however, raising the consumption tax. As a result, the most recent opinion poll shows 
that 64% of the public believes that if the DPJ now turns its back on its campaign 
promise and submits a bill in the Diet to increase the consumption tax, then it should 
first call for a new general election and present a revised campaign pledge that 
includes a consumption tax increase.  
 
The LDP is also pressuring the DPJ to hold a general election, as any consumption tax 
increase is a clear violation of the party’s campaign promises, and a change in its 
publicly-declared policies. For these reasons, the political world will reach its first 
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critical stage in March, at the end of the Japanese fiscal year.  
 
I believe that after the next general election, the greatest mission of the LDP will be to 
spearhead efforts to bring together the various conservative forces within Japan, in a 
manner similar to the way conservative parties were unified in 1955. I believe it is 
only through such a movement that we will be able to ensure the emergence of a 
strong and stable political situation in Japan. 
 

Conclusion 

Now more than ever, the alliance between Japan and the United States provides 
stability and assurance in an era of change and uncertainty. In this new world order, it 
is a well-established and trusted partnership with crucial importance to the ongoing 
prosperity and security of the region. 
 
The current situation, where DPJ-led administrations may very well fracture this 
partnership, cannot be allowed to continue. In the next general election, the LDP must 
become the largest single party, and then, by creating a strong and stable 
administration centered around the LDP, we must work on rebuilding and 
strengthening this most important relationship between Japan and the United States.  
 
Thank you for your kind attention. 


