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Resolution to Memorialize the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to Transition to Clean, Renewable Energy 

 

Whereas, in 1993 with the Care for Creation social statement, the Southeastern Synod demonstrated its awareness that 

urgency was already “widespread and serious, according to the preponderance of evidence from scientists worldwide [of] 

dangerous global warming, caused by the buildup of greenhouse gases, especially carbon dioxide” from the burning of fossil 

fuels, and that “action to counter degradation, especially within this decade, is essential to the future of our children and our 

children's children. Time is very short”; and 

 

Whereas, Vision and Expectations explicitly states that, “The people of God are called to the care and redemption of all that 

God has made.  This includes the need to speak on behalf of this earth, its environment and natural resources and its 

inhabitants”; and 

 

Whereas, the most recent report by the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change claims continued greenhouse gas 

emissions will cause “long-lasting changes in all components of the climate system, increasing the likelihood of severe, 

pervasive and irreversible impacts for people and ecosystems.”1; and 

 

Whereas, the burning of fossil fuels is by many sources reported to be the leading source of greenhouse gas emissions 

causing global climate change, and therefore it is incumbent upon society to transition from fossil fuels to clean, renewable 

sources of energy; and 

 

Whereas, as a church we should not profit from the production, distribution, and use of fuels we believe to be the leading 

cause of climate change; and  

 

Whereas, the ELCA Church Council took action in November 2014 to “recommend limiting investments made in 

corporations which are most egregious in terms of damage to human health or the natural environment” and to make 

“investments in corporations which are taking positive steps toward a sustainable environment;”  

 
  

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Southeastern Synod Assembly memorialize the 2016 Churchwide Assembly to affirm 

the ELCA's Corporate Responsibility Program and encourage that program to grow its work on developing a sustainable 

environment; and 

  

Be it further resolved, that the 2016 Churchwide Assembly affirm the ELCA Foundation's use of guidelines for socially 

responsible investing in the investment of assets within its Endowment Fund Pooled Trust; and  

 

Be it further resolved, that the 2016 Churchwide Assembly affirm the shareholder advocacy work engaged in by Portico 

Benefit Services and encourage Portico to support the development of clean, renewable energy sources whenever such 

support is consistent with its fiduciary obligations.  

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Fifth Assessment Report (AR5), http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5. 


