
 

 

Pennsylvania Chapter of 

 

“Saving Lives on Pennsylvania Highways” 
Pennsylvania Chapter of ATSSA 

Meeting Summary 

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 

Hershey, PA 

1:00 pm-4:00 pm 

Staff Liaison: Michael Metzig 

 

Call to Order by Glenn Ganassi at 1:00 p.m. and welcomed all members and visitors.  There were was a 

sufficient quorum. 

 

Treasurers and Meeting Summary reports were read. Henry Ross made a motion to accept, was 

seconded by Bill Gwiazdowski, and the motion passed. 

 

Committee/Taskforce Reports: 

Government Relations Committee Report: Rick Sesny – Rick set up the meeting with PennDOT and the 

chapter’s TTC Committee.  Rick will also begin identifying state legislators to be targeted with an 

educational campaign focused in roadway safety infrastructure and the need for funding. 

 

Fundraising Committee Report: John Risley – The chapter received $1000 from ATSSA National.  At the 

last meeting it was suggested that a golf tournament be considered as a fund raising event.  A survey 

was sent to chapter members with little response but many of the meeting attendees said they would 

attend.  The committee will look at future dates and locations and put together a proposal. 

  

Temporary Traffic Control Committee Report: Ron Foose – A Thank You to Mike Metzig and Rick Sesny 

for guidance and important information to facilitate a meeting with PennDOT.  The meeting with 

PennDOT was held on October 6, 2010 and was very successful. The goal was to “Develop a relationship 

with PennDOT personnel in order to establish lines of communications for the purpose of promoting 

safety for the highway workers and the traveling motorists”.  The sharing of ideas is meant to strengthen 

the Department of Transportation and the Public Sector community.  PennDOT agreed to meet regularly 

with the TTC Committee to discuss pertinent topics with the first meeting to be held in early 2011.  Matt 

Briggs will be the PennDOT point person for the meetings. 



 

 

 

Unfinished Business:  

Poster Contest Update: Mary Campbell - 1400 children participated. 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners were 

presented their awards at their schools during Work Zone Awareness Week by PA ATSSA members and 

the local DOT’s.  1st place winners in each age division were honored in April in Harrisburg and the Grand 

Prize winner was awarded in May with State Legislation, other Government Officials and the local media 

present.  

 

PennDOT-Specific TCT and TCS Training Update: Mike Metzig - Last year PennDOT reviewed the ATSSA 

training and realized that the courses did not comply with PennDOT Pub 213.  Larry Lentz (PennDOT) 

worked with ATSSA to review and update the courses to make them Pennsylvania-Specific and they are 

now available.  The first PA-Specific courses will be held in early 2011 under the FHWA’s Grant program. 

 

New Business: 

ATSSA Update & GR Report: Mike Metzig/Nate Smith- Mike summarized ATSSA’s Midyear Committee 

meetings.  Nate Smith gave an overview of what’s going on in Congress concerning the Transportation 

Bills and Infrastructure. He presented a slide show presentation and stated that the SAFTELU had been 

extended for 4-6 months. 

 

Poster Contest Initiative:  Mary Campbell discussed the funds needed to continue the poster contest for 

the awards and monetary prizes.  A motion was made by Craig Noll to have ATSSA corporate companies 

donate $100 as sponsorship. The motion was seconded by Dave Nury and the motion passed.  Mary and 

John Risley will coordinate the development of a form and email it to the corporate companies 

explaining the program. 

 

Annual National ATSSA Foundation Donation: Motion made by Mary Campbell to donate $500 to 

ATSSA National, seconded by Bill Gwianzdowski, and the motion passed. 

 

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Wayne Shappell-Senior Engineer Manager, Pennsylvania Turnpike Authority 

Wayne spoke on the upcoming 2011 construction season stating the construction budget would be 

around $500 million with projects including overlay, bridge repair, a new interchange, a roundabout at 

Emerson, a new Traffic Operation Center and other miscellaneous jobs.  He also discussed their review 

of the new 2009 MUTCD the changes in traffic control including construction access, flagging operations, 

and use of TMAs in lane closures. 

 

Guest Speakers: Mr. Daryl St. Clair-Acting Director of the Bureau of Highway and Traffic Engineering  

Daryl spoke on work zone fatalities, safety funding and the material shortage in the pavement marking 

industries.  In 2009 Pennsylvania fatalities totaled 1,256, the lowest since tracking began.  Through 

October 2010 there were 1,056 fatalities.  PennDOT’s safety program focuses on explaining why crashes 

and fatalities happen.  Program elements include vehicle safety features, infrastructure safety, and 

driver behavior.  2010 total budget for safety improvements was $70.5 million and included: $10 M for 



 

 

low-cost safety solutions, $2.5 M for public education, $40 M HSIP (PA must spend on high crash areas), 

$18 M on behavior programs, and $28 M on seat belt incentives (one-time federal grant). 

 

Daryl stated that while PennDOT supports automated enforcement, they are waiting for other 

supporters to step forward.  He also stated that ‘Pilot Programs’ are the best way to introduce new 

products.  As an example Daryl stated that this is how AFADs became a qualified product. 

 

Daryl also stated that they have heard about the pavement marking product shortages but the DOT did 

not have any prime contractors come forward with a formal request to request a delay.  Looking 

forward to next year he does not expect a problem since the paint shortage seems to be improving and 

PennDOT markings are 90% paint.  They are aware of the thermoplastic shortages are worsening.  Daryl 

agreed to meet with the ATSSA pavement marking members and the chapter is considering starting a 

committee modeled after the TTC Committee. 

 

Motion to adjourn at 4:35 pm by Sue Willman, seconded by Doug Dolinar, the motion passed. 

 


