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NW ATSSA Chapter Meeting 

Tuesday December 1, 2009 

SeaTac, Washington  

9:00AM – 1:00PM 

 

Meeting Summary 
 

I. Meeting was called to order at 9:10AM after a quorum was determined. 

 

II. Welcome and self introductions 

 

III. Motion to accept minutes from last meeting was made by Tom Brandes, 2
nd

 by Bill 

Daly. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Treasurer’s Report 

$6,344 in checking account 

$531 in savings account 

 

V. ATSSA Update:  

Dave McKee introduced a new FHWA booklet called Sign Retroreflectivity 

Guidebook. The booklet is targeted to small agencies that do not have traffic 

engineering staff in order for them to meet the new federal requirements for 

maintaining traffic sign retroreflectivity. Dave mentioned that ATSSA just received an 

extra 1000 copies for distribution to the chapters and that the NW chapter is the first to 

receive them. Dave continued by mentioning that ATSSA is looking at possibly 

developing a PSA to help raise awareness for work zone safety. ATSSA Staff will be 

discussing the topic at all the chapter meetings to determine the level of interest. 

 

Dave gave an update on the ATSSA Affiliation agreement which defines the 

relationship between ATSSA staff and the local chapters. The original agreement came 

from the Northland Chapter when they went to a board structure and had concerns over 

the indemnification language. The new agreement was distributed for 2009-2010 to 

replace the original.  

 

Federal Highway Funding Authorization has expired but was given an extension until 

December 18, 2009. The future of the bill is uncertain at this time. The ARRA 

(stimulus funding) of $787 Billionwith only 3% actually goes to highway infrastructure 

yet the stimulus success always shows images of roadway workers. Of the 27.5 Billion 

for roads and Bridges, 78% has been obligated. 

 

Grassroots Advocacy – Dave played the Sen. Altmire video and handed out text of 

speech from Congressional Record. ATSSA members are encouraged to go to the 

ATSSA webpage and send a note to legislators to support the highway bill. ATSSA has 

created a grassroots website to make it easy to send the note. Here is the link: 

 http://www.capitolconnect.com/atssa/ 

http://www.capitolconnect.com/atssa/
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ATSSA Foundation Update – Mike played a video about the foundation and some of 

the programs that they offer (scholarship, national memorial wall, calendar contest).  

He mentioned the recent success in Pennsylvania in creating a calendar contest and how 

ATSSA partnered with PennDOT to quickly get the contest out to all the schools and 

the push to get all the posters in by the March deadline. 

There was discussion about the Chapter sponsoring a hole during the ATSSA golf 

tournament in February 2010. Motion was made by John Logan for the sponsorship, 

2
nd

 by Steve Vita, motion carried. 
 

VI. Guest Speakers 

A. Scott McCanna from ODOT gave a presentation outlining the annual 

statewide work zone tour. Scott mentioned that they toured 60 projects this 

year and scored each project by using 22 different reviewers through the 

process. Scott will make available a copy of his report and photos on the 

ODOT website: ftp://ftp.odot.state.or.us/outgoing/tcp . 

The tour is primarily targeted to designers as a learning tool to ensure what is 

designed fits the real world conditions and the ultimate goal is consistency in 

the field and uniform TCP design. According to Scott, trends have shown 

improvement over the past several years but Scott still sees a need for greater 

improvement in the accommodation of pedestrians and bikes through work 

zones and particular attention is necessary for ADA compliance. 

B. Frank Newboles from WSDOT gave an overview of the WSDOT work zone 

safety program over the past year. Frank mentioned that WSDOT recently 

completed their annual work zone reviews; Marty is finishing up the summary 

report to be distributed by the end of the year. Frank went on to discuss 

several issues that are currently underway including: work zone photo 

enforcement (on hold until spring 2010), work zone traffic control design 

training (nearly 200 students this year, will look to open spaces for consultants 

and local agencies in the coming year), specification revisions (2010 spec 

book coming out at the end of the year), TCS training is being updated and 

new material will be used starting in 2010. Frank mentioned that work zones 

around the state offer overall good performance and that Washington is 

currently at historically low levels for work zone injuries and deaths. Frank 

encouraged the attendees to visit the WSDOT Work Zone webpage at: 

www.wsdot.wa.gov/safety/workzones/ webpage which contains all the 

resources related to work zone safety.  

C. Steve Lind from the Washington Traffic Safety Commission provided an 

update to Washington’s strategic highway safety plan. Steve mentioned that 

over the past 3 years fatal accidents are down. Target Zero program is 

currently in the process of updating. Washington updates the program every 

two years so they expect to have the updated version out in spring 2010. Steve 

mentioned that the Governor has proposed reorganizing the Commission and 

placing them under the WSP. Currently the commission is an independent 

entity with the Governor as the chair. Washington’s current SHSP doesn’t 

include specific projects; Washington groups them into priority arrays. 

ftp://ftp.odot.state.or.us/outgoing/tcp
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/safety/workzones/
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Funding level has allowed only priority 1 and 2 to be paid for. Data based to 

set the priority groupings. 

Priority 1 – impaired and speeding drivers (proposing to add run off the road) 

Priority 2 – Young drivers, unbelted, distracted, intersection-related  

Priority 3 – Unlicensed drivers, motorcycles, heavy trucks 

Priority 4 – Drowsy drivers, older drivers, work zones, pedal cyclists 

D. Ted Trepanier from WSDOT gave a presentation on some of WSDOT’s low 

cost safety solutions;  

a. Cable barrier improvements, a new report will be posted soon 

on the benefits and discusses trends and performances. Some of 

the highlights of the report: for medians up to 50’ wide, 169 

targeted miles for installation, expect 219 miles when 

complete. Cable barrier is safer than concrete barrier. 

b. Center line rumble strips, very low cost and very effective. 

c. Portable traffic management systems (Smartzones), very 

effective in rural areas to provide video coverage to region 

TMC’s. 

d. Safe routes to school, partnering with Traffic Safety 

Commission to install flashers at all school crossings. 

Ted gave an update to the Active Traffic Management plan. The active traffic 

management signs will go live in the summer of 2010. Currently installation 

of overhead variable message signs is being done as the first step toward the 

real-time driver information and variable speed limit project on the state’s 

most congested corridors around Seattle. More information is available on the 

Moving Washington website: www.wsdot.wa.gov/MovingWashington. 
 

V. Unfinished Business 

A. Membership Recruitment – Pete welcomed new members and asked for 

members to reach out to potential new members and invite them to join. 

VI. New Business 

A. Chapter Bylaws Review – Chapter is reviewing the new affiliation update to 

compare to our existing bylaws and areas in need of updating. Chapter will have 

a teleconference with National. 

B. Chapter Priorities – Pete asked attendees to consider goals for the chapter for 

future meeting discussion. 

C. If chapter wants to have an ADA product review – ATSSA National can assist 

in putting it together, Portland is one of the cities focused on ADA. 

 

VII Date and location of next meeting – Consider holding annual meeting in conjunction 

with Road & Street conference December 2010 at Great Wolf Lodge, Rochester, WA. 

Will look at trying to hold a meeting closer to Idaho or Oregon as well. 
 

VIII Motion to adjourn meeting by Bill Daly, 2
nd

 by Tracy Martinson.  

Meeting adjourned at 12:55PM  
 

Marty Weed 

Chapter Secretary 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/MovingWashington/

