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Family Saved by Median Cable 
November 8, 2008

Mrs. Wilson and her family were returning 
from a night out at the movies in Columbia, 
S.C. on a Saturday evening. Traveling west-
bound on I-26 in the left lane, there was heavy 
traffic in front, behind and beside them.

“Thank goodness for the cable guardrail. We don’t 
know if the SUV driver had fallen asleep or was not pay-
ing attention. Had the cable guardrail not been there, 
the SUV would have hit our vehicle and caused a multi-
vehicle collision, based on the traffic surrounding us. 
We were very thankful to reach our destination.” 

      - Terecia Wilson, Survivor

Suddenly, a fast-moving SUV travling eastbound veered 
out of its lane and headed straight toward them. With 
the heavy traffic surrounding their vehicle, they had no-
where to go to escape a head-on collision.

The SUV glanced off the median cable and came back 
out into the interstate. The cable barrier prevented the 
SUV from crossing over the median and into the on-
coming lanes of traffic, thus preventing a major acci-
dent.

Terecia and her family arrived home safely.

Terecia Wilson
S.C.-DOT employee



Federal, state and local governments will unite with private industry to-
ward a single overarching goal -- to annually reduce roadway fatalities 
until we reach the goal of zero deaths on America’s roadways.

ATSSA members from communities across the country are on Capitol 
Hill this week to meet with their elected officials to begin working toward 
that goal.

ATSSA members urge Congress to renew and expand federal support 
to improve America’s roadway safety infrastructure, thereby eliminating 
deaths on our nation’s roadways.

Countless safety solutions are already in place that are proving to be 
effective by preventing accidents, thereby saving lives. For example, an 
aggressive sign installation program in Mendocino, Calif. resulted in the 
number of crashes plummeting 42 percent, and fatalities falling 61 
percent. The Mo.-DOT has reduced fatalities in cross-over crashes by 
96 percent using median barriers. The DOT in Lamar County, Miss. has 
found that right side run-off-the-road crashes were reduced by 25 per-
cent following the installation of edge-line rumble strips.

Cost-Effective Roadway Safety Infrastructure Solutions Save Lives!

For more information, visit ATSSA.com or contact ATSSA Government 
Relations at (202) 454-5246.
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