
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 29, 2009 

The Honorable Barack H. Obama 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20050 

Dear President Obama: 

On behalf of the American Traffic Safety Services Association’s (ATSSA) 1,600 corporate and individual 

members, I wanted to express our strong opposition to the idea of an 18-month extension of the current 

transportation authorization, SAFETEA-LU. This action would be extremely detrimental to highway safety, 

jobs, business and road users’ quality of life on our nation’s roadways.  

For the past ten years an average of 40,000 people annually have died on our roadways.  That’s over 400,000 

deaths in the last decade!  In addition to the personal tragedy, these deaths have a real, measurable negative 

economic cost to our society.  The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration measured this at $230 

billion in 2000.  It is certainly higher than that today. 

ATSSA has proposed that all levels of government – federal, state, and local - unite with private enterprise to 

set forth a bold new challenge of eliminating deaths on America’s roadways. The draft transportation bill in 

Congress, the Surface Transportation Authorization Act of 2009 (STAA), has made tremendous progress in the 

area of highway safety. ATSSA is excited to be working with the House of Representatives and Senate on 

reducing the number of roadway deaths each year. With its focus on safety and accountability through 

specific measurement of annual reductions in deaths in each state, STAA takes a large step in the right 

direction for saving lives. We cannot wait 18 more months to get these important initiatives underway. 

Additionally, with the success to-date of the transportation portion of the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA), state departments of transportation have been able to let projects and, therefore, 

many of our roadway safety companies have been able to hire back personnel that had been laid off during 

the current economic situation, and some are beginning to hire new personnel from other trades such as 

housing construction. Without a dedicated 6-year transportation authorization completed by the September 

30, 2009 deadline, states will drastically cut back on the projects being let out and companies will again start 

to reduce their workforce – eliminating the positive effects seen from ARRA.  

In order to continue this momentum, the United States must have a full 6-year authorization bill by the 

September SAFETEA-LU deadline. It is imperative that we all work together to create a transportation 
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authorization within the current September 30 timeframe and continue our march toward Zero Deaths on 

America’s roads. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

With warm regards, 

 
Roger A. Wentz, CAE 

President and CEO 

Cc:          The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation 

                Chairman James Oberstar, House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

                Ranking Member John Mica, House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

                Chairman Peter DeFazio, House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit 

                Ranking Member John Duncan, Jr., House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit 

  

  

  

 

 


